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Bread of Life - Communion Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Psalm 130 & John 6: 25-51 

 

Good Shepherd 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
John 10: 1-18 

 

Healer & Teacher 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Matthew 4: 23-25 & John 13: 31-35 

 

The Branch & True Vine 
10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Isaiah 11-19 & John 15: 1-8 

May 5 

 

 

May 12 

 

 

May 19 

 

 

May 26 

 Images of Jesus 



Showing Up! 

You’re Invited 

The Installation of Pastor Matt Gearke 
Sunday, May 19, 2:00 p.m. 

 

Join us for a service in the sanctuary followed by a reception in the chapel  

When my dad passed away, I was amazed and a little overwhelmed by the huge outpour-
ing of love and support my family and I received. Everyone was stopping by, bringing us 
food, sending cards, and doing whatever they could to show up for our family. When I com-
mented on how amazing the huge outpouring of love and support was, my wife said some-
thing I will never forget, “Your dad knew how to show up.”  She was right. My dad did know 

how to show up. You could see it in the way he interacted with others. As a coach and teacher, my dad was 
always pushing us as well as others to realize our potential and to be the best that we could be at whatever 
we did for ourselves and others. 
 

This week, I was thinking about my dad and what my wife said about his knowing how to show up, and I 
couldn’t help but think about Jesus. So many of the appearance stories following the resurrection are about 
how Jesus showed up. Whether by saying Mary’s name, breaking bread with 
his disciples, appearing in a room when the doors were locked, eating the dis-
ciples’ fish, or letting Thomas touch his scars, Jesus always knew how to show 
up for those he loved. Each time Jesus showed up, it was in the way that each 
person needed in order to believe he was alive. When Jesus taught the disci-
ples to love others the way he loved them, he was telling them to show up for 
others, just as he had shown up for them. After all, Jesus had been showing 
up for the disciples and others for his entire ministry. We don’t have to be per-
fect, but we do need to be intentional. To show up for someone means that 
we go to where they are because they are a priority to us. The rest is in God’s 
hands, and by the grace of God, we all will experience the love of God. All be-
cause we showed up. 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Matt 

 

 

Spring Clean Up Day – May 4 
Spring into action and help beautify the church (weather permitting)! Come when you 
can and leave when you need to. We begin at 8:00 a.m. with coffee, juice, and rolls. 

 

We’ll need help putting up the tent, laying mulch, cleaning up the grounds, raking 
(please bring a rake if you have one), and working in the garden. Many hands make 
light work! 

 

For more information, email Mark Nokes at mnokes@ameritech.net or call him at 847. 828.0273. 

Knowing God – Adult Education  

Knowing God, the follow-up study to the Explore God series, 
continues through May 19 during Sunday’s Adult Education 
Hour,10:10 a.m. in the chapel. You are invited to engage 
each week in small group discussions. 

 

We hope you can join us to further explore your faith. For 
more information, email Dennis Rich at dennis.rich007@att.net 
or Bob Erickson at lievph@aol.com. 

• May 5     God & Prayer 
• May 12   Reading the Bible 
• May 19   God & Community 

mailto:mnokes@ameritech.net
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Dear Friends, 

Christ is risen! Wait a minute, Liz? Easter is over, you might be saying. But although Easter Sunday has passed, 
we are now in the season of Eastertide. Eastertide is the 50 days from Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday. Tak-
ing place on June 9 this year, Pentecost Sunday is the time when Jesus’ first followers were mobilizing and 
spreading the news that they had experienced the risen Christ. Because of this, they were living their lives dif-
ferently, pooling their resources, living communally, and making sure no one in their community was in need. 
Others were deeply impressed because these Jesus followers held others’ welfare at the forefront of their lives 
and actions.  

 

Today, how are we like this first community in the book of 
Acts, and how are we different? What do we need to do 
to reclaim, as Acts 2:47 expresses, “glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people in our hearts”? How can the fact that Jesus was 
raised transform how we live? These answers will be dif-
ferent for each of us, but these are the questions I would 
like each of us to answer during this time leading up to 
Pentecost Sunday.  

 

Eastertide is a season of rebirth and new life! You can help 
us bring new life physically to our church by coming to 
Southminster’s Spring Clean-Up Day on Saturday, May 5, 
at 9:00 a.m. We need people to help lay mulch, put up the 
tent, and clean up the grounds. More details are in this 
issue of The Spire. Let’s spring into new life! 

 

In Christ’s Care,  

The Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson 

All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and posses-
sions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 

God and enjoying the favor of all the people.  ~ Acts 2:44-47a 

 

Pentecost Offering: Investing in Our Greatest Resource 

A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and sup-
port its young people, and also address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the 
Pentecost offering can be retained by individual congregations wanting to 
make an impact in the lives of young people within their own community. The 
remaining 60% is used to support the following ministries of the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency: Young Adult Volunteers Ministries for Youth Children-at-Risk 
Pentecost Offering Financials. We pray you will help support the ministries and 
programs that are supported by this offering. 

 

Donations may be made in church any Sunday through June 9 (Pentecost Sun-
day). Please mark your offering envelope and the check memo as “Pentecost” 
and place your donation in the Sunday offering plate. 
 

Or to donate online, go to www.spcah.org, choose “Online Giving - NEW” under the “About” tab, and click 
on “Donate Online.” On the following screen, follow the prompts, making sure to choose “Special Offering,” 
and typing “Pentecost” in the memo bar. 
 

Thank you for investing and supporting our greatest resource – our children!  

http://www.spcah.org


Dear Friends and Church Family 

With the arrival of spring, we are reminded of renewal and rebirth after the long winter. 
We see green grass, leaves sprouting from trees, the earliest spring flowers popping 
through the dirt, and birds singing hallelujah! This time of year also sees families rushing 
into the busy season of outdoor sports practice, games, end of school concerts, gradua-
tions, and confirmations! I do hope we can all find a little time to stop and smell the flowers, 

and be thankful for the warm sunshine and another chance to bloom where we are planted. 

 

This month, the Youth will focus on those less fortunate when we return to visit the New Life Shelter in Rogers 
Park. We are starting a library for the families there by having the families of our youth gather books that we 
will bring to the shelter. While there, we will also spend time with the children making a Mother’s Day card 
and a gift as well as playing with them outside! This shelter provides these families help and a safe place to 
live while they get back on their feet and find a place where they can bloom again. We hope the books and 
the little library we provide will give the children and their families encouragement, time to dream, a chance 
to heal, and the understanding that we love them. 

 

In Christ, 
 

Kari 

Youth Ministries Director 

Congratulations to our 2019 Confirmands! 
On April 28, we celebrated Confirmation Sunday, watching eight of our youth become members of the 

church. They worked hard and studied many months before being confirmed. If you haven’t had the pleasure 

to meet them, below is an excerpt from each of their statements of faith and a little bit about who they are. 

When you see them, please congratulate them on their achievement.   

Back row, left to right: 
Jaclyn Neukirch, Will Behls, 

Christopher Kruse, John Nickerson 
 

Front row, left to right: 
Ally Strimling, Linnea Fahnoe, 

Molly Glassman, Natalie Von Oesen  



2019 Confirmands’ Statements of Faith 

Will Behls will graduate South Middle School this year and attend Rolling Meadows High School in the fall. 

Will plays hockey and likes hanging out with friends. 

Linnea Fahnoe will graduate this June from South Middle School and attend Rolling Meadows High 

School this fall. Linnea plays volleyball and loves dogs. 

Christopher Kruse will graduate Thomas Middle School and attend Hersey High School in the fall. Chris-

topher plays basketball, is a Boy Scout, and loves the Badgers. 

Jaclyn Neukirch will attend Wheeling High School in the fall. Jaclyn plays volleyball and is a Girl Scout. 

John Nickerson will attend Lane Technical High School this fall. He plays soccer and likes history. 

Ally Strimling will graduate from South Middle School and attend Prospect High School in the fall. She 

plays softball, rides horses, and is a Girl Scout. 

Natalie Von Oesen graduates South Middle School this June and will attend Rolling Meadows High 

School in the fall. She plays golf and loves hanging out with friends and going to her Michigan lake house. 

“Jesus is the son of God. He came to earth and used his power for good not evil. He would never 

sin. Instead he would take away our sin. Jesus is the one I turn to if I know I did something wrong 

and want help. He will take away the sin and forgive. He is a helper, a healer, and he’s helped 

many people and he will always be there to help you.”   

“The Holy Spirit is God’s personal presence that resides with us. The Holy Spirit goes to God on our 

behalf when we don’t know what to say or are too weak to pray the right words. In the bible the 

Hebrew word “ruakh” is used. Ruakh can describe an invincible, powerful energy, and necessary 

for life, which makes a good description of the spirit of God.”  

“I believe that God is the person who created Earth and gives people life. God is the person who 

we can always count on. Other people you can’t count on always, but God is always there if you 

need to talk. God helps me through my hardest and best times. He is loving and caring, but can 

also be strict and firm.”  

“I believe that God is always present around our world and lives. I believe that God created every-

thing in the universe. I believe that Jesus was sent from God to our earth to save us from our sins 

so that we can go to heaven, and he spoke the words of the Holy Spirit, which works in our world 

to make it better.”  

“I believe that God watches over us with love and forgives us when we sin. I believe that he is our heavenly 

father. He answers our prayers and takes care of us. God is an eternal being who created everything includ-

ing us.  I believe that Jesus came down to earth as the son of God to save us.” 

 
Molly Glassman will attend Wauconda High School this fall. She plays soccer and loves spending time 

with her family. 

“The Holy Spirit is how God moves us. The Holy Spirit is described by breath and wind. Just because the Holy 

Spirit is a presence, does not mean it is not powerful. The Holy Spirit guides us and is always with us.  God is 

with us as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The church is meant to be a place for us to feel connected to God.” 

“The Holy Spirit serves as a guide, helping me not only stay true to who I am but also helps me show kind-

ness to others. The Holy Spirit comforts me when times are tough. The Holy Spirit helps me to be brave when 

being brave is not always easy. The church is like a home, it teaches me, and helps me with my faith.” 

“God is someone who will always have my back. It doesn’t matter if it is good or bad. He will always help me 

make my decisions and be that second voice for me. What he does for me no one else can do. When you 

always have someone looking out for you - you feel safe. Jesus is the son of God, the Messiah.”    



Dear Friends 

It finally looks like Spring is here to stay! We were blessed with a lovely Easter Sunday, 
but our spectacular Palm Sunday parade and Egg Hunt was particularly memorable. 
Even a blizzard couldn’t keep our families away from this wonderful event. Over 100 
children hunted for eggs in Southminster’s basement hallways, classrooms, and 
Fellowship Hall. Fun was had by all!  

Don’t forget Mother’s Day is May 12! If you’re looking for a way to celebrate, Molly 
Kranovich, a Parents’ Day Out mom here at Southminster and a fantastic local yoga 
instructor, will be offering two special Mom and Me Yoga classes on Saturday, May 11. 
So you can enjoy yoga on Saturday and go to church and brunch on Sunday! There is 
no fee for either class, but a free-will donation is appreciated. Proceeds benefit chil-
dren’s programming at Southminster. Registration information is at spcah.org.  

 

I encourage any parent who wants to share the love of music and movement with 
their wee ones to check out our Movers and Shakers class. We start up again on Sun-
days, May 5 – June 30. It’s a delightful way to share music with your infant or pre-
schooler. Children LOVE this class…and you will too! You can register on our website, 
but walk-ins will also be welcome. Email jill@spcah.org if you have any questions. This 
really is a jewel of a class. 

 

As always, thank you for the blessing of attendance, support, and participation in our family ministry pro-
grams. We love our families and look forward to seeing all of you around church! 

 

Peace! 

 

Jill 

Director of Children’s Ministry 

Palm Sunday Egg Hunt 2019 

Upcoming Events 

mailto:jill@spcah.org


Habitat for Humanity’s house at 559 Edison Street in Elgin is pro-
gressing nicely. The house is framed and soon the drywall will be 
up and a lot of inside work will need to be done. But it’s begin-
ning to look like a real home! This will be the 17th home built by 
Habitat for Humanity Spring of Life volunteers. 
 

And volunteers of all skill levels are still needed. No home building 
experience is required. This is also a great volunteer opportunity 
for high schoolers who need to complete community hours! 

 

You’re invited to come out and help make a difference in the lives 
of those less fortunate. We begin work about 8:00 a.m. and work 
until mid-afternoon. A delicious lunch is provided.  

 
 

If you’re interested in volunteering or would like more information about Habitat for Humanity projects, 
please email Tom Snyder at thomaspsnyder@hotmail.com. 

Habitat for Humanity Progress Report 
 

Interfaith Book Group 

Southminster’s Muslim-Christian Interfaith Dialogue 

with the Islamic Society of Northwest Suburbs 

(ISNS) mosque in Rolling Meadows has been meet-

ing monthly since December 2017. In October 

2018, the ladies of this group formed a book group 

and have met three times to discuss books and to 

engender understanding between the two faiths. 

Their latest read, Where the Wind Leads, is a mem-

oir by Vinh Chung, a Vietnamese “boat person” 

whose family tries to escape pre-war Vietnam. They 

are all very pleasantly surprised with the energy cre-

ated in joining these two diverse groups of ladies. 

Dear Deacons, 
Thank you for the phone calls and messages and 

all the nice things you have done for us.  
We really appreciate your love and kindness. 

            

         Char & Bart 

Care Ministry / Deacons for May 
Every member and friend of Southminster is assigned to a parish, 
which is overseen by deacons. Deacons can bring meals to you 
when you’re sick, help provide transportation if needed, pray 
with you about a concern, or connect you with other resources 
at the church. Please call the deacons of the month who can 
connect you with our caring ministry and your deacon. 

Wilma Shull 
847.255-9348 

John Erickson and Wilma Shull are your Care Ministers / Deacons for May 

John Erickson 
847.390-7896 

mailto:thomaspsnyder@hotmail.com


Mission Month Recap 

Southminster enjoyed a very informative and inspiring Mission Month this March. A group of more than 40 
people heard from five speakers about mission work happening locally and around the world. These speakers 
spurred some of you to ask how you can support these organizations. If you are interested in supporting any 
of these mission opportunities, their contact information is listed below with their picture. 

Faith in Practice 

Char Schuman spoke about her last two medical trips to Guatemala with Faith in Practice. 

 

Visit www.faithinpractice.org to learn about ways to give and opportunities to volunteer. 

Katie Thomson spoke about her two trips to Kibera, the largest slum in Nairobi, Kenya. 

 

Visit bringingmiracles.com to donate to the school in Kibera, Kenya, or place money 
in an envelope and put it in Sue Thomson’s church mailbox. Checks can be made out to 
Bringing Miracles.  

Kiberia, Kenya 

James Crockett talked about his life and how he got involved with God, and along with Natalie 
Berg, they talked about their work with C24/7. 
 

Visit www.c247fam.org for information on how to donate or volunteer to work with kids. 

C24/7 

Dominican Republic 
Magaly 

Jane Reinschmidt spoke about her medical work in the Dominican Republic, and Magaly, 
a woman from that country whom Jane mentors and Southminster helps support. 

 

Write a check to First Presbyterian Church and write in the memo, “For Nursing Student 
Magaly.” Send your check to Jane Reinschmidt 6085 Schaffers Run Drive, Fairfield Town-
ship, Ohio 45011. Checks will not be cashed until June. 

 
Carina Santa Maria, Executive Director of The Shelter, Inc., spoke about how their organization 
provides emergency shelter to local children and adolescents.  

 

Visit shelter-inc.org for information on how to donate and learn about volunteer opportunities. 

The Shelter 

May ArtNet Meetup 

On Tuesday, May 28, at 7:00 p.m. in Southminster’s Community Room, 
ArtNet Meetup will explore Optical Art (Op Art), so bring your black 
sharpies, colored markers and pencils, and any geometric stencils you 
have. We’ll be using positive and negative spaces to create illusions 
using geometric patterns as well as placing hidden images in our piec-
es. Sue Thomson leads this fun, creative activity. 

If you have any questions, email Sue at suethomsonart@gmail.com. We hope you will join us!  

http://Visit%20www.faithinpractice.org
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A Successful FMSC Noisy Offering 

In February and March, Southminster offered people banks to collect 
change for Feed My Starving Children’s Noisy Offering. Thirty-two banks 
were returned with a total $377 raised! Thanks so much to all the families 
and friends who raised this money. It is a significant contribution in help-
ing to purchase food for less fortunate children. 

 

And on March 19, a group of ten made it out to the new FMSC work site 
on Wiley Farm Road in Schaumburg. As you can see from the picture, this 
new facility is much larger, allowing many more people to pack at one 
time. As always, it was a great experience meeting and serving with oth-
ers for this great cause. 

Thank you from Loving Hands Stitchers 

I want to thank those at Southminster who have donated yarn and fabric to Loving Hands 
Stitchers. While we are no longer an official ministry, some of us still make pillowcases, chil-
dren’s IV sleeves, scarves for the homeless, mastectomy pillows, and other comfort items for 
charity. We also recently donated several handmade baby blankets, hats, and changing pads 
to the Christopher House Baby Shower. 
  

There are ladies from our group and various organizations (with whom I am affiliated) who continue to make 
beautiful charitable items and appreciate these free materials. Please continue to keep us in mind and drop off 
yarn and cotton fabric in the church office. Everything will be put to good use. We are no longer in need of 
plastic bags. 
  

Thank you, 
  

Jan Tossman 

Thank you, Southminster, for donating so many gifts to the babies and mothers served by the 
Christopher House TAPPS program (Teen and Adult Pregnant and Parenting Services). Your gifts 
are so very appreciated and will assist families who have children born into poverty. The TAPPS 
program also provides parenting classes, doula assistance up to three years after birth, and rela-
tionship support services for these families in need. 

 

Your kind and generous gifts included diapers, bibs, wipes, shampoo, booties, blankets, caps, sweaters, towels, 
changing pads, soap, ointment, books, toys, items for mothers, and handmade items. 

 

With Gratitude, 

Chris House Auxiliary Reps for Mission Team 

Christopher House Thanks You 

“For I put water in the 
desert and rivers in the 
wasteland for my cho-
sen people to drink” (Is 
43:20). God provides 

for all of our needs; do you trust Him to 
do so for your family or do you rely on 
your own merits and work?  

 

   ~ foryourmarriage.org               

For Your Marriage 
Hello friends of the food pantry! When shopping this May, 
please consider donating these 5 top items: 

 

• Beverages 
• Cereal 
• Pasta sauce 
• Tomato paste 
• Tomato sauce 

 

We really appreciate your ongoing support to keep our 
shelves stocked! 

 

Thanks a million! 

Wheeling Township Food Pantry 



In The Name Of Allah 

The Most Beneficent and Most Merciful  

Iftar (Breaking of Fast) Gathering 

MIDWEST ISLAMIC CENTER (MASJID AL HUDA) 
1081 Irving Park Road, Schaumburg, Illinois 60194  

Invites 

Members of The Clergy Association of 

Schaumburg & Hoffman Estates  

With Our Neighbors and Friends on    

Tuesday May 14, 2019  

Program Beginning at 6:15 p.m. 
6:15 Gathering & Socialization 

6:30 Introduction & Welcome Recitation of Holy Qur’an 

7:00 Video: - What is Sharia Law? 

7:15 Keynote Lecture  

 “God Consciousness: The purpose of Fasting” 

By Imam Khalid Harrington (Islamic Scholar)  

7:45 Questions & Answers 

8:04 Iftar and Maghrib Salah 

8:20 Dinner 

An invitation from Dr. Sami to Southminster:  
 

• Strengthen ties with the Muslim community and learn more about our faith 
• Meet others from various faiths and come together to worship the same God 

 You are invited to bring 2-6 guests. Please RSVP the number in your party to 
Dr. Khalid AbdusSami 630.220.1681 or email him at khalidsami378@gmail.com.  
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