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Worship in November
November 4

9:30 a.m. GEM Breakfast in Fellowship Hall
11:00 a.m. Single Worship Service
The Reverend Barbara Gorsky
2 Kings 5:1-15a; 16-19
No Adult Education

November 11

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:10 a.m. Rev. Barbara Gorsky’s speaks on her Faith Journey
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
The Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson
Micah 1:3-5; 5:2-5a; 6:6-8

November 18

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:10 a.m. First Corinthians series wraps up
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
The Reverend Barbara Gorsky
Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20; 37:1-7; 2:1-4

November 25

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:10 a.m. The History of Christmas Songs series begins
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
The Reverend Barbara Gorsky
Jeremiah 1:4-10; 7:1-11

Dear Friends in Christ
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with
every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.
2 Corinthians 9: 6-8

I am writing this message to you on Halloween (All Hallows’ Eve), as I hear delightful voices coming from the children in our PDO classrooms. They are filled with excitement of
what this day will bring. And I am thinking about tomorrow, All Saints Day, with thanksgiving, envisioning all
the faithful people who have entered our doors, worshiped in our space, and given life to this church. We
are truly blessed by their legacies! Southminster has a rich history and the 2 Corinthians passage speaks to
these faithful Saints. They sowed bountifully over the years, providing all that was needed to help this church
grow and connection to others in this community while sharing God’s life-changing power and love.
All of you reading this newsletter are now the future Saints! It is now your responsibility and calling to be a cheerful giver so that the story of Southminster
can continue into an unending future. As scripture tells us, “you must give as
you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.” I am excited about your new pastor, Matt Gearke; he is a
friend and colleague. I know he will bring with him a new vision that will be a
part of Southminster’s next chapter. I hope you will join in creating the narrative!

The next chapter

Pastor Barbara

Have you scheduled Your Photo Session?
We want everyone to be a part of the Southminster story!
So, if you’re reading this, this means YOU! Schedule your session today!
If you haven’t yet made an appointment, to be included in our pictorial directory,
go to www.spcah.org or call 847.392.1060 to schedule your appointment.
Session dates are November 8, 9, 10, 19 and 20.
Below is a list of the coupons you’ll receive on the day of your photo shoot that
you can mix and match or double up on!

Lifetouch Coupons
Feed the Need coupon – Donate a non-perishable food item
When your family brings 1 (or more) non-perishable food items to their portrait appointment, your family receives a $5 off coupon toward portraiture as a thank you. You may
combine this coupon with the $10 thank-you coupon and either the Senior Citizen or Active Military Discount.
$10 thank-you coupon – each family receives a $10 coupon toward a portraiture purchase from the hostess when they check in for their portrait appointment. This coupon
is a thank you from Lifetouch for participating in your church pictorial directory program. You may combine this coupon with the Feed the Need coupon and either the
Senior Citizen or Active Military Discount.
Senior Citizen Discount (60+ years old)* – our senior citizens receive a 20% discount on their
entire order. *May not be combined with Active Military Discount
Active Military Discount* – active members of our Armed Forces receive a 20% discount on their
entire order (includes 1st Responders). *May not be combined with Senior Citizen Discount

Dear Friends,
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God?
Micah 6:6-8

It is the season of giving, and we have all received so many great gifts! The next two
months are a whirlwind of activity here, and our participation is a way that we can walk
with God through this season. By now you have heard the exciting news that the PNC will
present their candidate to become our next called pastor. I am thrilled to welcome the Reverend Matt Gearke here on December 2 to preach at 10:00 a.m. and meet our congregation. We are asking each one of you to be present for our single service that Sunday at 10:00 a.m. to help write
the story of this new chapter in the life of Southminster!
This month we also kick-off our generosity campaign, and God's timing with the announcement of Matt's coming seems perfect. Your pledge to the church will ensure that the new pastor begins his ministry here on a
strong footing. Pastor Barbara Gorsky has already laid a strong foundation. It has been a joy and a privilege to
work with Pastor Barbara, as she has so wonderfully paved the way for the new pastor's arrival.
So, what will you write in the book of Southminster? There is a
page dedicated to each person, and our future will not be the
same without you! We need each of you to help us write the story
of what is to come. Who do you wish to be in the Life of Southminster? What gifts do you have that you can share with the church?
Southminster has so many opportunities: GEM, Joe and Mary's
wedding, Thanksgiving baskets for Christopher House, just to
name a few. How is God calling you to participate and use the
many gifts you have? Thankful in this season of giving,
The Reverend Elizabeth (Liz) Nickerson

Associate Pastor

JOE AND MARY: A CHRISTMAS WEDDING
Saturday, December 8, 6:00 p.m. dinner & performance - tickets $20
Sunday, December 9, 1:00 p.m. wedding cake & matinee - tickets $10

Limited seating available

Don’t Miss Out - purchase your tickets today!

To purchase tickets:
go to www.spcah.org
or call 847.392.1060

Dear Friends,
Thank you to all who went to the Corner Bakery on October 21 and ordered something to
help us raise money for the Youth Mission projects! We are awaiting the grand total raised,
which I will share with everyone. Our SPC youth are very interested in helping others, so the
money will be put to good use. The week before the fundraiser, 10 SPC parents and youth visited the New Life Shelter in Rogers Park. We brought some Twin XL sheets for the shelter, and the kids had fun
decorating the pumpkins we brought them and playing outside with us. Thank you to Peggay McCallum for
her homemade cookies. The New Life kids really enjoyed them!
As we move into November, the youth will be very busy. During GEM, they’ll be putting together Night Ministry Kits at the church, and the Confirmands will be having a lock-in Friday, November 16, and enjoy fun, fellowship, and a Top-Chef desserts bake off.
I hope everyone finds some family time during the Thanksgiving
break to be mindful of the many gifts we have all received and the
blessings all around us!
In Christ,
Kari

Youth Ministry Director

New Life
Shelter

Bringing Mission Local
Below are pictures from our October 13 trip to the New Life Shelter in Rogers Park,
run by our mission partner Good News Partners. As you can see, it was a beautiful
day to play outside and the kids did a really nice job decorating their pumpkins.

Dear friends and families,
As we move into the Christmas season, take a look at all the
fun events Southminster’s Children’s Ministry has in store!
Operation Chicago Kids – Sunday, November 11
Instead of participating in Operation Christmas Child this year, SPC is bringing mission
local and asking Southminster families to give a gift to a needy child in Chicago. Seventy preschool children from Chicago’s Christopher House in Logan Square will receive a present! Your family can get a name and a box to fill and decorate for a specific preschool child. Boxes and names of children will be available Sunday, November
11, in the hallway near the PDO classrooms. A note about what to buy and how to
decorate the box will be included inside each box. Please return your box any time
before the December 5 deadline—our next Family Fun Night! We hope you will teach
your children or grandchildren the joy of giving by participating in this wonderful
Christmas opportunity.

Family Fun Night – Wednesday, December 5, Celebrate Christmas with some Grinchy-green fun!
Kick-off the Christmas season with your family and Southminster. Come celebrate and enjoy an easy
$5 buffet dinner and fun activities. Join us any time you’re able between 5:30 and 8:00p.m. We’ll
watch the original animated movie How the Grinch Stole Christmas and provide crafts, contests,
games, and have lots of Grinchy-Green fun! Don’t forget to bring your Operation Chicago Kids’ box.

Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsals begin Sunday, November 18
All rehearsals take place during Sunday school, so PDO and Sunday School kids, make
sure to come to the 11:00 Sunday School classes to rehearse for our Christmas pageant.

It will be short, fun, and NO MEMORIZING ANYTHING!
Rehearsal Schedule:
November 18
November 25
December 2
December 9

11:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. (One Service) Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Sunday School, lunch,
12:30 p.m. run-through in the Sanctuary

Children’s Christmas Pageant – Sunday, December 16, during 10:00 a.m. worship service
December 16 – run-through before the 10:00 a.m. service.
And you don’t miss the fun “Happy Birthday, Jesus” party after worship in the Chapel!
Grace and Peace,
Ms. Jill
Children’s Ministry Director

Sunday Mornings Adult Education
Join us in the chapel for an exciting opportunity on November 11 when Pastor Barbara shares with us her faith journey. Then on
the following Sunday, November 18, we’ll
wrap up our study of First Corinthians: Living
Love when we Disagree. We are currently in
Chapter 15, discussing the basics of the
Christian faith, why Christ's resurrection is
intimately connected with our resurrection,
and what heaven (our resurrection) will be
like. We hope you’ll join our discussion and
bring your thoughts and questions.

The History of Christmas Songs
After we conclude our study on

First Corinthians: Living Love
When We Disagree, join us for
an Advent series, “The History of
Christmas Songs,” beginning
November 25 at 10:10 a.m. and
running through December 23.

How did our best-loved songs
come to be? What’s the story
behind the music and the lyrics?
Engage your spirit with the Christmas season in this interesting, and informative discussion. You are also invited to join us
when we take a break on Sunday, December 16, to enjoy the
Children’s Christmas Pageant.

Yoga and Sleep Oils

Join one of Southminster’s certified yoga
instructors Molly Kranovich and her yoga
partner Merissa Hayes on Sunday, November 11, from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. for a 45minute flow yoga class and discussion
about how oils and yoga can help you
sleep. In addition, you’ll learn a short
stretching routine to help you sleep and
also make your own essential-oil sleep
sprays to take home along with other information about how to improve your
ability to fall asleep faster. Everyone is welcome! Bring your yoga mat or borrow
one of theirs.
The cost is $25. Cash, check, or venmo
payments accepted.

or more information, email Molly at
mollykranovich@gmail.com
or call her 847.476.0980
Or email Merissa at
merissa.hayes@gmail.com
or call her 847.668.2736.

Does life have a purpose?
@ www.exploregod.com

On Sunday, January 13, you’re invited to join Southminster for a seven-week exploration of
God that will take place all across Chicagoland. Explore God Chicago: The 7 Big Questions
is a sermon series that Southminster will participate in during worship, mid-hour adult
discipling as well as small groups during the week.
We encourage you to begin thinking deeply about your faith, and in January, bring your questions, your doubts, your fears, and explore God with us!

Is the Risk of Asking Questions Worth it?
Every day we greet people saying, “Hi, how are you?” And we expect to be greeted in return with “Fine.” But have you ever received this answer and known the
person speaking was not feeling fine. In fact, you may intuit that he or she is very
far from being fine, but you’re reluctant to ask a deeper question because you
may find yourself in a conversation that requires more than you expected to give.
You may also feel ill-equipped to respond when your question provokes a distorted view of life or God. You may fear that you have no solutions to give the other
person, or you may fear that the person will rebuff your effort, viewing your honest, caring question as impolite or an intrusion. Then you’ll end up feeling uncomfortable and awkward. It may be that we don’t ask questions because we’re afraid
the answer will be long-winded, and we don’t have the time to listen.
These risks are real. But you don’t have to let the fear of what might happen control you. You have choices on
how you react to weighty questions. For instance, you could pause, affirm what the person has said to you,
and let them know you’d like to talk more about it when you have more time or have had a chance to think
about it. If the person seems willing, then suggest a few times and a place where you could meet to have a
real conversation about it.
Remember not to be quick to push these opportunities away. It could be that God is working in your life by
opening up a connection or providing an opportunity for you. It might just be that God has placed the two of
you on a path that deserves attention from both of you. Don’t only think of how you may be able to help this
person overcome a problem but also think of what God has in store for you. Perhaps you’ll learn something
from this discussion that will help you in your own life while you help someone with theirs.
Remember that God speaks in a “still small voice.” Don’t let life’s clamor drown Him out. Try to be aware and
hear those questions that deserve further attention. By practicing the art of listening, we can become closer
not only to the people in our lives but also to God who gave us life.
Excerpted from The Arts of Spiritual Conversations
•
•

•
•
•

Stephen Ministry began in 1975.
Stephen Ministry is in more than 13,000 congregations in more
than 170 Christian denominations, in
all 50 states, 10 Canadian provinces, and 30 other countries.
More than 75,000 pastors, church staff, and laypeople have
trained as Stephen Leaders .
More than 600,000 people have trained as Stephen Ministers in
their congregations.
More than 1and 1/2 million people have received care from a
Stephen Minister

Stephen Ministers are not counselors. They are trained Christian caregivers. Their role is to listen and care—not
to counsel or advise. Please do not refer to them as counselors.
• Stephen Ministry is a supervised ministry. Stephen Ministers engage in twice-monthly supervision to ensure
that they are providing the best-quality Christian care.
• Stephen Ministry is a confidential ministry. What a care receiver tells a Stephen Minister remains confidential. Even in supervision, the names of care receivers and specific details are never discussed.
• Stephen Ministers do not make cold calls. They are assigned only to people who agree to receive the care
of a Stephen Minister.
If you or someone you know is hurting and would like a Stephen Minister to listen and pray with, please email
Pastor Liz at liz@spcah.org or call her 847.392.1060. She will connect you with a caring SPC Stephen Minister.

Father Michael Pfleger Speaks at FUMCAH
On October 18, activist Father Pfleger from St. Sabina’s Church in Chicago spoke to local faith leaders, including several SPC members, at First United Methodist Church in Arlington Heights.
Wearing a black sweatshirt that read, “Demand Justice,” he spoke for 2½ hours about the code of silence from
people of faith. While Jesus’ ministry was outside the church, caring for the oppressed and broken hearted,
the church today takes the safe middle road. Father Pfleger says we are no longer the headlights, but the taillights. He calls us to be a moral compass and a caring community, training our members to be leaders, not
followers. Our job is to transform the world.
He noted that while our nation’s employment figures look good, unemployment on Chicago’s south and west sides is 28% to 32%. There are
more hungry children here than in 1968, and Chicago gun violence kills
children every week.
Father Pfleger quoted Martin Luther King, Jr., “Our lives begin to end
the day we become silent about things that matter,” and also James
2:14-26: “Faith without works is dead.” He said we have enough people
who just want to pray, but who are not active in speaking out, writing
to legislators, going to policy meetings in Chicago or Springfield, and
protesting injustice. He called on us to partner with a south or west side
church, as equals, to build a relationship and learn from each other.

DEMAND
JUSTICE

Father Pfleger says that speaking out for justice sometimes comes at a cost. However, regardless of the cost,
he says, we need to speak out for what is right.
Learn how you can stand for justice at the next MLK Day Faith in Action Assembly on Monday, January 21,
2019, in Chicago. For more information, go to our Social Justice/Faith in Action page on our website,
www.spcah.org

Charlotte Baumgartner
Faith in Action Team Member

Tuesday Morning Book Club
Join yoga instructor and reading enthusiast Tricia Wallace for a monthly book discussion from 10:30 – 11:30
a.m. in The Barnabas Room, immediately following her 9:15 a.m. yoga class. But you don’t have to participate
in yoga to join the book club. Everyone is welcome!
Here’s the upcoming reading list and rotating list of hosts:
November 13: The Alice Network Kate Quinn – Hosted by Laura
December 11: How to Change your Mind: What the New Science

of Psychedelics Teaches Us About Consciousness,
Dying, Addiction, Depression, and Transcend
ence Michael Pollan – Hosted by Beth

January 15: The Life We Bury Allen Eskens – Hosted by Laura
February 12: Body Thrive Cate Stillman – Hosted by Molly
For more information, email Tricia triciawallaceyoga@gmail.com.

Hanging of the Greens

Join us in preparing the church for the Christmas season on Saturday,
December 1. We begin with a light breakfast at 9:00 a.m. in the chapel, followed by the “Hanging of the Greens” and placing the créches. All are welcome! Please sign up on the
kiosk in the Welcome Area or email Jean Boekenhauer at boekey@aol.com or call her at 847.255.4855.

PADS Sign up at CUCC
The Congregational United Church of Christ (CUCC), located at 1100 W.
Kirchoff Road in Arlington Heights, is hosting a PADS site throughout the
2018-2019 season. Kitchen servers and food donations are needed on Thursday nights at 6:00 p.m. through April 2019. A few spots for 2018 remain, but
there are still many opportunities to volunteer in the months after the first of
the year. If you would like to help in the kitchen or sign up to drop off food
items, please click on the link below. Thank you for helping those less fortunate than ourselves.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a45ada72fa6fe3-pads

Thank You for Stomping Out Hunger
Pictured are the hearty souls who participated in the 2018
Crop Hunger Walk at Kingswood Methodist church on October 21. It was a wonderful walk for a great cause. Thank
you to all who walked and to those who donated. Southminster’s donations totaled $985.00 for Church World Services to help eliminate hunger.
News Flash: Southminster will host the Northwest Crop
Hunger Walk next year! Mark your calendar to join us on
October 20, 2019.

Thank you, Golfers!
A big thank you to the golfers and
members of Southminster for their
help and support on our annual
Lords’ and Ladies’ Golf Outing. We
raised almost $500 and donated lots
of plants and shrubs to Habitat for
Humanity. Mark your calendars for
next year’s golf outing
at Palatine Hills Golf
Course, Saturday,
September 28, 2019.

A Successful Share Your Soles
Once again you have outdone yourself, Southminster! We collected 390 pairs of shoes that the mission team sorted, packed,
and delivered to Share Your Soles. We also donated about 40
pairs to the South Dakota Indian Reservation. Thank you so
much for participating in this outreach mission project.

John Riggs

Text Your Offering
Are you looking for a convenient way to keep up with your church offerings? Did you
know that you can give your gift right from your phone? Just text 73256, type SPCAH,
and press Send. The reply text you receive will provide a secure link where you can enter
the amount of your gift. Yes, it really is that easy!
You can also give a gift from your computer by going to the spc website at
www.spcah.org. by clicking on the About tab along the top of the Home page and
choosing Online Giving. Just enter your email, create a password, and click Sign Up. You
will be directed to a secure website where you can give your gift, choose a future time to give your gift/
offering, or schedule recurring dates and times when Southminster will receive your gifts/offering.
www.spcah.org. by clicking on the About tab along the top of the Home page and choosing Online Giving.

Care Ministry / Deacons for November
Every member and friend of Southminster is assigned to a parish,
which is Overseen by deacons. Deacons can bring meals to you
when you’re sick, help provide transportation if needed, pray with
you about a concern, or connect you with other resources at the
church. Please call the deacons of the month who can connect you
with our caring ministry and your deacon.

Wilma Shull
847.255.9348

John Erickson
847.390.7896

John Erickson and Wilma Shull are your Care Minister / Deacons for November

For Your Marriage
Commitment is crucial in a marriage. But commitment is sometimes a scary word because
it means you’ve promised to stay and work it through, not just today but forever.
Commitment is a choice to give up choices. Although this might sound limiting, it actually
brings great freedom. Once committed, all one’s energy goes into making this commitment work. To continue reading and learn more about commitment and ideas on how
you can remain committed to one another throughout your marriage go to
https://spcah.org/for-your-marriage/
foryourmarriage.org

