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March 6   Rev. Jan Edmiston   9:00/11:00 
 

Jan Edmiston is Associate Executive Presbyter for Ministry. Prior to moving to Chicagoland almost five years ago, Jan was Pastor of 
the Fairlington Presbyterian Church in Alexandria, Virginia, for 22 years and Pastor of the Presbyterian United Church in Schaghti-
coke, New York, for five years. Her family includes her husband Fred Lyon, Pastor of the Flossmoor Community Church in Flossmoor, 
Illinlois, and their three young adult children who all live on the East Coast.  Jan is originally from Chapel Hill, North Carolina.   

 

   March 13    Rev. Adam Walker Cleveland    9:00/11:00 
 

Adam  has served churches in California, Oregon, Idaho, and Illinois. He currently serves as a Parish Associate at Highland Park 
Presbyterian Church. His wife is an associate pastor at Winnetka Congregational Church, and they have a four-year-old son. After 
doing youth ministry for over 15 years, he started Illustrated Children's Ministry. He creates illustrations of Bible stories, coloring post-
ers and custom illustration work. The business has taken off and people all across the United States, Australia, England, and beyond 
are using his resources. Southminster is using his Illustrated Lent Family Devotional and drawings on our bulletin covers. 

 

March 20 Palm/Passion Sunday  Rev. Susan Duff Peterson  9:00/11:00   
 

Susan’s first career was spent in the Human Resources field. Twenty-three years later she attended seminary part-time while serving 
her church in Leesburg, Virginia, as the Director of Older Adult and Youth Ministries. She completed her M. Div. from Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary in 2007. During her seminary studies, she served as an intern at Presbyterian Homes in Evanston 
and now serves as Campus Chaplain at the Moorings of Arlington Heights. Susan was ordained in 2013 and happily resides in Arling-
ton Heights with her husband, Jim, and their two dogs, Linus and Lucy. 

 

March 24   Maundy Thursday - 7:00 p.m.   Rev. Susan Duff Peterson 
 

March 25   Good Friday - Noon   Rev. Elizabeth Nickerson 
 

   March 27 Easter Worship   Rev. Elizabeth Nickerson  9:00/11:00 a.m. 
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A Season of New Life 

Dear Friends, 
 

In Isaiah 43:19-21 God announced that he was going to create something important: 
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in 
the wilderness and rivers in the desert … to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom 
I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise. 
 

We at Southminster are in a season of transition, and transitions give rise to a variety of 
emotions. We just celebrated a wonderful month of services which recalled the strong 
history of ministry that has taken place at Southminster. People laughed and cried as 
they thought about the ways Pastor Steve Pierce as well as former staff and members 
had ministered to them during both the pivotal and everyday moments of their lives. 
 

It is fitting that our change of leadership is happening in the season of Lent, as we ap-
proach Easter, because Easter is about new life. The passage from Isaiah reminds us 
that God is doing a new thing: “now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 
 

Indeed, God is doing a new thing right here at Southminster. An interim pastor will be 
called to work with our community and build upon the strong foundations of this 
church. God is calling each one of us to commit ourselves to be a part of God’s new 
plan for Southminster. In this season of new life, God is calling you! Do you not per-
ceive it? 

 

Lenten Blessings, 
 

Associate Pastor Elizabeth Nickerson 
Temporary Head of Staff 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

In her book Jeremiah: Daring to Hope in an Unstable World, Melissa Spoelstra offers women en-
couragement and help to navigate life’s uncertainties and inspire women to find God's promise 
of hope. By examining God's Word to His way through prophet Jeremiah, we will discover six 
guidelines for living that can help us overcome fear, worry, doubt, and bitterness, as we surren-
der our will to God and place hope in Him alone. 
 

This group meets bi-weekly for six sessions starting Tuesday, March 8 from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. in the 
SPC chapel. Books are $10 (Scholarships Available). Childcare is available upon request. 
 

For more information or if you have questions, email Kathy Erickson at (Lievph@aol.com} or Barb Barker at 
(barbaraqbarker@hotmail.com)  

New Women's Bible Study 

“Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts.” Romans 5:5 

 

Your gift of One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a gift of hope. Your gifts allow Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance to restore communities around the world affected by natural and human-caused disasters. Your gener-
osity helps the Presbyterian Hunger Program work with Presbyterians and other partners to alleviate hunger 
and eliminate its causes throughout the country and internationally. Your sharing makes it possible for Self-
Development of People to affirm the dignity of all by assisting in the empowerment of economically poor, op-
pressed, and disadvantaged people. 
 

Once again, we will be accepting gifts for this special offering during the Lenten 
season. Please designate OGHS on your regular envelope or pew envelope. We 
urge you to give prayerful consideration of a generous gift to this special offering. 
 

Your Mission team 



Personnel Ministry Team Update 

Greetings: 
 

While we are very happy that Steve will have the opportunity to enjoy a very well deserved retirement with 
Susie after 34 years of faithful service at Southminster, it is nonetheless bittersweet. We will miss Steve and his 
wonderful sermons, his exceptional pastoral care, his personal and caring relationship with each of us, his 
eternal optimism, and so many other treasures he brought to all of us at Southminster.   
 

We have been fortunate to have Steve as our Senior Pastor for so many years – it is rare for a pastor to serve at 
one location that long. But it also means we are inexperienced at this type of change, and it introduces anxi-
ety about the future. But here are some things that can relieve that anxiety: we have a very capable Associate 
Pastor, Liz; a strong and intact church staff; a competent Council leading us; a vibrant and active congrega-
tion; and a dedicated Search Team, who will find the best person available to be our Pastor.  
 

Over the years, we have had a very good relationship with the Chicago Presbytery, and we generally follow 
their recommended practices and use many of their excellent resources available to us. We are following the 
Presbytery’s guidelines for securing both the Interim and Called Pastors. Each process, while complex and 
drawn out, has been developed over many years and is designed to avoid problems which often become 
acute in these situations. The first step in filling the Senior Pastor position is to select an Interim Pastor, who for 
one thing serves as a buffer between the departing Pastor and the eventual Called Pastor. The Interim Pastor 
is specially trained to address issues that are typical after a Pastor departs, even as in our case, a very popular 
Pastor. The Interim Pastor search team, selected by our Council, has been working hard at identifying candi-
dates since November and will be reporting its status and providing more detailed information in future arti-
cles. After the Interim Pastor is in place, the congregation will elect a new search team to find a Called Pastor. 
 

Steve’s time with SPC is coming to an end, but he has said it can also be an exciting time of renewal for South-
minster. It presents a challenge for our members to determine how to move forward with an Interim Pastor 
initially and eventually a newly called Senior Pastor. We must all step up and provide strong support to the 
Pastors, including Liz, and all the staff. If we all participate, we believe it will be a great opportunity to bring us 
closer together and strengthen our faith. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Your Personnel Ministry Team 

Who is Jesus (According to the New Testament)? 

You are invited to attend our new series at the 10:10 a.m. Adult Education hour for six Sun-
days in March and April. We will read and discuss New Testament scripture regarding who 
Jesus is. This is an open forum format facilitated by Dennis Rich, Bob Erickson, and Floyd 
Strimling. Class participation will decide where we go. We encourage everyone to consider 
basic faith questions as we share our opinions, questions, and doubts. Here are a few topics 
to consider: 
 

Do I believe the Bible, though written by sinful humans, is truly God's Word and Truth today? 
Do I believe Jesus truly is the Son of God?  If so, what does that mean? 
Can I make sense of the Bible and learn from it? 

 

Each week is self-contained, so missing the previous week(s) will not detract from the weeks you can attend.  
The following is a schedule of our 10:10 a.m. meetings: 

March 13   
March 20   
March 27 - Easter, no adult ed 
April 3   
April 10   
April 17   
April 24  
 

If you have questions, please call Dennis Rich at 224.520.2831. 







Do you like stories? All of us grew up listening to stories. Maybe they were nighttime adventures or stories 
your grandparents told you. Whoever shares them, they are delightful to listen to. Clergyman and author 
Eugene Peterson explains the wonder of “story”: “Story doesn’t just tell us something and leave it there, it in-
vites our participation. A good storyteller gathers us into the story.” 
 

We want to give you an opportunity to listen to some wonderful stories on our All Church Retreat.  
 

April 9, 2016 

8:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

The Moorings 

$20.00 includes lunch 

 

There will be different kinds of stories shared on the retreat, some 
about God at work in a person’s life and others shared by our fea-
tured speaker, Mary Schaller. Mary is a minister of small groups, an 
entrepreneur, an author, and president of Q Place. Mary has a lot 
of stories to share with us. She also helps people develop their own 
stories. We hope you’ll come to hear the Stories that Connect Us. 
 

For more information, call Kathy Erickson at 847.297.8360 or Jean Ward at 847.259.6255. 

Upcoming Book Discussion on Racism 

Racism in Illinois: How Can I Make a Difference? 

Stories That Connect Us 

On Tuesday, April 19, 7:00—9:00 p.m., Faith in Action and United Methodist Women 
will sponsor a panel discussion at First United Methodist Church, 1903 E. Euclid Ave-
nue in Arlington Heights led by CRS leaders. 
 

• Lori Radder, SPC's congregational organizer 

• Rev Curtiss Paul DeYoung, executive director, on the nature of structural racism 
 and why we as Christians must participate in the struggle for racial justice 

• Luis Carrizales, policy associate, on CRS's platforms to create job opportunities for 
 people with criminal records, increase police accountability, and pass a fair tax 
 in Illinois 
 

You are invited and encouraged to join members of SPC's Faith in Action team for this important discussion. 
Call Cindy Greenwood at 847.404.8404 if you need a ride. 

SPC's Faith in Action Team is hosting a book discussion on how our country’s “War on Drugs” has targeted 
African-Americans and impacted civil rights, state and federal budgets, fair policing, welfare, employment, and 
more. It is clearly written and thought-provoking.  
 

You are invited to read The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander and join us in a book discussion on either of 
the following dates:   
 

Tuesday, March 8 at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 1903 E. Euclid, Arlington Heights 
Sunday, March 13 at 12:15 p.m. at Southminster. Lunch will be served. 
 

Books are $7 and available in the Southminster Chapel on Sundays while supplies last.  
 

If you have any questions, call Linda Waycie at 847.577.6307 or email lwaycie@wowway.com.  



Record SPC Turnout for Faith in Action Assembly 

Twenty-four Southminster members attended CRS's annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day assembly at the 
First Baptist Congregational Church on January 18 to honor his legacy. During the first part of the assembly, 
we worshipped with members of 60 churches from around Chicago. Then we greeted our Chicago aldermen 
guests and asked them for their commitment to support and co-sponsor the FAIR COPS Ordinance. This CRS-
created ordinance would improve police accountability and protect the public from abusive police practices 
by establishing an independent Police Auditor Office. 
 

Next we asked attending state legislators and representatives to endorse CRS's platform for renewal, which 
includes passage of a fair tax, the removal of the requirement for a sworn affidavit to file a complaint for police 
misconduct, and legislation removing barriers to employment for people with records.  
 

Lastly, we asked all three States Attorney candidates in attendance, including Anita Alvarez, for their commit-
ment to the following:  
 

• Create pre-plea diversion program for adults to community-based restorative justice peace hubs, use 
 money from their budget as seed money to grow such hubs, support expansion of deferred prose-
 cution program to include a broader array of changes and people with previous felony convictions, 
 expand eligibility for Mental Health Court to match new expansion of eligibility for Drug  Court.  

• Advocate for the FAIR COPS Ordinance in the City of Chicago and appoint an outside special prosecutor 
 for all police involved shootings. 

• Aggressively advocate for criminal justice reform measures that reduce overly harsh penalties, heal harm, 
 provide resources for rehabilitation, and remove barriers for effective re-entry. 
 

You can see the responses from the alderman and state legislators in the "report card" below.  
 

Southminster's Faith in Action team is actively engaged in efforts to secure passage of these justice reforms, 
and we will be reaching out in the coming months with various ways you can participate.  
 

Any questions? Contact Linda Waycie or Cindy Greenwood, Faith in Action co-leaders. 



Try this today: when you’re 
tempted to say something curt 
or not-so-nice to your spouse, 
smile, pause, and find some-
thing kind to say instead. 
 

foryourmarriage.org 

Sunny Days, a summer extension of PDO, 
is accepting Summer 2016 registrations 
through February for currently enrolled 
families and members of 
Southminster. New fami-
lies can drop off registra-
tion after March 7. 
Space fills on a first 
come, first served basis. 
 

Sunny Days runs for 
seven weeks, beginning June 14, through July 28. For 
more information, go to www.spcah.org under the PDO 
heading. For registration paperwork, email Tricia at 
tdking61@aol.com. 

For Your Marriage 

Sunny Days . . . is coming soon 

Month 

Our Mission Month was a big success! Each week in January, forty people enjoyed inspiring talks by Jane 
Reinschmidt and Lori Ruhlin, who spoke of their mission trip to the Dominican Republic; Rich Harvard, 
who explained the plans for Agape House at UIC; Brad Peterson, who elaborated on his mission trip to 
Uganda; and Char Schuman, who spoke about her fourth mission trip to Guatemala.   
 

And many thanks to all of you who donated food for the Wheeling Township Food Pantry.   

 

I Will 
Lyrics by Paul McCartney and Steve Pierce 

You know how long I’ve loved you? (34 years) 
You know I love you still. 
Will I wait a lonely retirement? 
If you want me to, I wll. 
 
Love you forever and forever, 
Love you with all my heart. 
Love you whenever we’re together. 
Love you when we’re apart. 
 
Next time that I see you (Mariano’s?) 
If I don’t catch your name, 
It never really matters. 
I will always feel the same. 
 
 Love you forever and forever, 
Love you with all my heart. 
Love you whenever we’re together. 
Love you when we’re apart. 
 
And when at last I find you, 
A heavenly song will fill the air. 
Sing it loud so I can hear you. 
Make it easy to endear you to me. 
Ah, you know it will. I will. 

For those of you who missed Steve’s farewell 
service on February 28 and for those who 
were in attendance, here are the words to 
the song he sang with Central Road. You 
can also view his performance at the follow- 
Ing link:  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Ix4T_IH7yU 

Steve’s Farewell Number 



What’s happening in Mission Individual Initiatives? 

 

Look at all the grants given to people in the congregation and how they were used in such interesting ways: 
 

Kari and Erik Sealund decided to split the $100 five separate ways and asked five of Kari’s 
guitar students to buy $20 of food and bring it to next week’s lesson. Almost all the students 
brought back more than $20 dollars worth of food,  and their families added food as well, 
and it was donated it to Ceda/Northwest Compass Food Pantry. Every student asked to par-
ticipate was thrilled to help and enjoyed the process of shopping and giving to local families.
  

Ellen Riggs bought food for the food pantry.   
 

The mission team bought items and assembled Hygiene Kits for Church World Service. 
 

Sam and Marj Leopardo gave $100 to Feed My Starving Children and hope to organize a packing this year.   
 

The Presbyterian church in which Roger Boekenhauer serves helps out with a food pantry in 
Lee, Illinois. While working there, he discovered parishioners need for gluten free options. 
Jean and Rog set up boxes of gluten free food and plan to continue to fill these boxes.   
 
 

Ruth VanWitzenburg bought food for the Wheeling Township Food Pantry and items for The Night Ministry.   
 

When a friend of the Reibels died, the family was desperate to pay for the funeral. Jean and Joe used the SPC 
mission money plus some of their own to help their friend’s mother pay for the funeral and cremation. 

 

Keith and Julie McNabb bought mops, brooms, and cleaning liquids for 29 residential units supported 
by Northwest Compass. Now, these residents can feel a sense of pride about keeping their living 
spaces clean. 
 
 

 

Ann Shibayama purchased food for Habitat lunches and items for our student, Evelyn, from Compassion Inter-
national.  

 

Kathy and Ed Gudonis recognized the needs of senior women at Little City and put together a 
Christmas basket for each resident, complete with socks, Kleenex, and candy. The residents loved 
this, and the best part was visiting with the ladies who were so appreciative and fun to be with.   

“Caring for a loved one 
with Alzheimer’s disease or Dementia” 

 

Sunday, March 20, 2016, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Southminster Presbyterian Church 

 

 
The SPC Caregiver Support group is sponsoring a discussion and Q&A session with two dynamic professionals 
in the care of Alzheimer’s disease and the many forms of Dementia. The following is a list of our speakers: 
 

Mindy Hoglund, MSW – Manager of Advocate Lutheran General Hospital Adult Day Care Program 
Lina Modestas, BS – Recreation Specialist for Advocate Lutheran General Older Adult Day Care Program 

 

Mindy and Lina will discuss their day-to-day experience and share insights, sometimes humorous, in providing 
care for the cognitively impaired adult. They will also be available to provide information on their programs 
available at the Advocate Lutheran General facility. 
 

The SPC Caregivers Support Group is open to anyone who is caring for another family member and needs the 
support of others who are making the same journey. Our next two meetings will be held on Sunday, April 17 
and Sunday, May 15. 



By request, here is the poem Kevin Keyser read at Steve’s farewell service. 

 

Flocks 
By Kevin Keyser 

 

Do you think a stone thrown in to a pool of water understands or knows the import of all who 

will be touched by its wave? 

All those baptized by its waters? 

Flowing through and about. 
 

What about a man? 

Who hears the call to serve? 

The quiet but not silent nudge moving him onwards? 

 

Learning the Way 

To teach the Way. 

To sons, daughters; 
 

Children of the Holy Word. 

Grown up with the Holy Word, 

Now adults with their own daughters and sons. 
 

Gathered in Service. 

As they learn to serve. 

By understanding which way their nudges lead. 
 

Now a large flock. 

Growing and changing as the world is diverse. 

The years have been long and oh so short. 
 

There is no ending. 

There is change. 

The nudges continue. 
 

Now he must go for he is called elsewhere. 

As we will be. 

As we are. 
 

This is not good-bye. 

This is thank you. 

Until we meet again. 
 

Where the lessons will continue 

By the grace of God, Jesus. 

And the love within... 
 

K.J.K.   - 2/2/2016 

 

To Steve Pierce 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are invited to attend the Introduction to Systemic Racism Training Workshop on Saturday, April 16, 2016 from 9am 
to 5pm. As a leader in the Presbytery, we ask that you prayerfully consider your community and extend personal invita-
tions to your colleagues in Christ.  
  
The purpose of this workshop is to introduce the idea that racism is a systemic, institutional problem of power and to 
create the rationale for a structural intervention to dismantle it. To address the racism present in our world, we must 
first learn how it was born, nurtured, and grew into the manifestations we see today. Racism is not just out there in the 
world and in our country, racism is also present in and impacts our neighborhoods and our congregations. 
  

 

  
We also want to share that this workshop is being held at the request of several Presbyterian leaders who expressed 
an urgent desire to further build our capacity through collaboration and partnership in two ways: 

1. To deepen our understanding of racism; and 

2. To provide concrete avenues for collective action to dismantle racism within our midst. 

The Presbyterian Church (U. S. A.) supports antiracism as reflected in these documents: 
The Five Peacemaking Affirmations, 221st General Assembly (2014) 
Becoming the Beloved Community: Antiracism Resource Packet, Presbyterian Women, 2010 

Facing Racism: A Vision of the Beloved Community, Approved by The 211th General Assembly (1999) 

  
EVERYONE is invited to take part in this workshop. Whether you are a pastor or in a leadership role in one of our con-
gregations, work in partnership with Presbyterians, or you sit in a pew sometimes, please join us in this transforma-
tional work. 
  
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and attendance 

 "I recommend every church that wants to call itself an inclusive 
and welcoming congregation attend this workshop." 

  
- Rev. Stuart Jamieson, Workshop Participant* 



Faith and Fellowship Night at the Wolves Game!!! 

Saturday, April 9, 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Chicago Wolves invite us to join hundreds of other churches from the Chicago area 
for the Wolves’ seventh annual Faith and Fellowship Night, presented by Judson University.  

This event is dedicated to providing church groups a memorable night of fun, fellowship, and song.   
 

 

When: Saturday, April 9  

5:00 pm Hear an inspirational pregame message from Chicago icon Wayne Messmer about Keeping 

  the Faith. 

7:00pm Chicago Wolves vs. Grand Rapids Griffins 

Postgame Concert by the contemporary Christian group, Consumed by Fire. 

Cost:  $17.00/ticket – Includes: presentation, game, concert, and a knit Wolves hat. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you there!  Bring a friend or two! For more information on this 

event go to 

 

 http://www.chicagowolves.com/special-events/faith-and-fellowship-night-presented-by-judson-university/ 
 

Fill out the form below or pick up a flyer at church 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Faith and Fellowship Night at the Wolves Game!  Due Wednesday, March 30. 

 

Name(s)_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

No. of tickets_________ 

 

________will attend Wayne Messmer’s presentation (included, but need a count)  

 

Total $_______________ 

 

Please drop off this form along with cash or a check in an envelope marked Wolves Game to the church 
office. Please make checks payable to Southminster Presbyterian Church and write “Wolves Game” in the 
memo. Thank you! 


