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Worship in January 

 

The Spire 

January 8January 8January 8January 8        Luke 3:1Luke 3:1Luke 3:1Luke 3:1----22222222    

            Jesus’ BaptismJesus’ BaptismJesus’ BaptismJesus’ Baptism    
            9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship    

            11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship    

January 15January 15January 15January 15        Luke 4:14Luke 4:14Luke 4:14Luke 4:14----30303030    

            Sermon at NazarethSermon at NazarethSermon at NazarethSermon at Nazareth    
            9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship    

            11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship    

January 22January 22January 22January 22        Luke 5:1Luke 5:1Luke 5:1Luke 5:1----11111111    

            Fish for PeopleFish for PeopleFish for PeopleFish for People    
            9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship    

            11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship    

January 29January 29January 29January 29        Luke 6:1Luke 6:1Luke 6:1Luke 6:1----16161616    

            Healing on the SabbathHealing on the SabbathHealing on the SabbathHealing on the Sabbath    
            9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship    

            11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship    



Happy New Year! As we turn the calendar page and put 2016 in the past, we look forward to 
a new year filled with new and exciting opportunities here at Southminster. We are a people 
of the New: part of the New Covenant that Jesus spoke of before going to the cross, members 
of the New Creation that the apostle Paul joyfully declared, “Whoever is in Christ is a new crea-
tion! The old has passed away and the new has come.” In many ways that describes our con-
gregation during this season in the life of the church. Much is new here at SPC compared to a 
year ago. Here’s what the  church has done since January 2016: 

 

• Celebrated the retirement of Rev. Steve Pierce after 34 years as Senior Pastor. 
• Welcomed me to serve with you as interim pastor. 
• Said farewell to Karlynn Anderson after 20 years of leading the contemporary service. 
• Welcomed Sue Thomson as our new contemporary worship director. 

 

Add to these changes that over the past two years the church has seen a new Associate Pastor, Children’s 
and Youth Director, Contemporary Accompanist, Communications Director, Properties Manager, and Coun-
selor! Yet through all these changes and additions to staff, the congregation has been remarkably resilient 
and adaptive to the new environment that the church finds herself in. That is an amazing thing! 
 

You are living out the new creation as we practice our faith together here at SPC. As we move forward into 
this New Year, there will be more opportunities for us to explore what that newness will mean. This month is 
MISSION Month! I’m looking forward to hearing from some of the organizations that we support who extend 
Christ’s love and care to all people. Then in February, we will turn our attention to Faith in Action, as the Jus-
tice Team will be leading group discussions around racism and how we as a congregation can make a differ-
ence in this horrible reality that we find ourselves in. March will be lead us into Lent and the journey to the 
Cross with Jesus culminating in our celebration of Easter on April 16. 
 

In addition to these programmatic and worship emphases in the first quarter of the year, our Council mem-
bers will be meeting to define some of the Strategic Initiatives for our congregation to implement in the years 
ahead. Please keep them in your prayers as they go through a Strategic Planning process.  We will also be tak-
ing the Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT) in late winter or early spring as one of the first steps in devel-
oping a Mission Study for the church that will be at the center of what will later be presented to candidates 
who will be applying for the Senior Pastor Position.   
 

The group that will be overseeing the search for the church’s next pastor is called the Pastor Nominating 
Committee. Council will be working with the Nominating Committee through the first half of the year to iden-
tify possible members for this committee. They will begin their work this coming summer or fall.   
 

As you can see, there’s a lot going on here at SPC as we begin 2017. I am delighted that you are a part of this 
extremely important time in the life of our church. I look forward to dialoguing with you and serving along-
side you for the glory of our Heavenly Father.   
 

In His Service, 
 

David Carlton 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Thank you, Southminster 

I would like to express our gratitude for the loving care and support from our church family. The last several 
weeks have held many challenges for my daughter Milena and me. The surgery (a spinal fusion) for her Sco-
liosis went well. However, it is the after effects, naturally, that have been a bit of a wake-up call. The chal-
lenges come from the pain, exhaustion, and new limitations caused by the surgery. For those of you who 
know Milena, she is normally a very athletic and active teen. Her passion is running. I believe that in time 
she will one day be able to do that again. We are learning through this time. 
 

We want to thank all of you for the support, the caring well wishes, the thoughtful cards, the 
home cooked meals, the generous gifts, and especially the prayers! We hope and 
pray that 2017 will bring better times. 
 

Amy and Milena Suzuki 



Dear Friends, 

A new year is upon us! Happy 2017! Some of us are sad to let 2016 go, and for others, we 
need a new and fresh start, so we are happy that a new year is here. Wherever you find your-

self today, the Bible reminds us that God has good plans for us as we enter this New Year. As Christians we 
are people of hope, and God continually transforms us, spiritually drawing us closer to God's good purposes 
for our lives and for our world. God is doing a new thing this year and it will spring forth. So as we enter 2017, 
take some time to ponder what God is calling you to do? Where do your passions and interests intersect with 
the needs of the world or those around you?  As theologian Frederick Buechner said, “The place God calls 
you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” As a starting point, South-
minster offers many opportunities for you to connect with each other and our community this month. Please 
consider participating in the community conversations held at First Presbyterian Church on January 14, the 
MLK Assembly on January 16, and discipling hour at 10:10 each Sunday, at which time you’ll learn about our 
mission partners. More details about all of these events are in this issue of The Spire. Happy New Year! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Reverend Elizabeth A. Nicker-
son 

“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  
            

              Isaiah 43:18-19 

January is Mission Month 

As Southminster celebrates Mission month, we hope you’ll come listen to the following speakers talk about 
their mission experiences:  

 

January 8: Mona Purdy, Originator and director of Share Your Soles, an organiza-        
        tion that sends shoes to Africa 

 

January 15: Leslie Brown, Founder of Leslie's Place, a home for women who are     
          just getting out of prison in Illinois 
 

January 22:  Anna Nokes’ video of her mission experience in the Dominican 
          Republic and Julie Villareal from Wheeling Township 

 

January 29:  Alice Christenberry, Associate Director of Development from 
           Kemmerer Village, a home for displaced children in central Illinois 

Many thanks to those who helped provide food for 341 Thanksgiving baskets for 
the people in the Christopher House community and additional food for Wheeling 
Township Food Pantry. A van of six SPC members traveled to the school at Belmont 
Cragin in Chicago along with about 40 other church volunteers from First Presbyte-
rian, Park Ridge, and Barrington Presbyterian Churches to lend many hands to pack 
Mariano bags. The staff at Christopher House coordinated the connection to the 
families in need. All in all, it was a beautiful morning to begin the Thanksgiving 
week and to give thanks for your contributions and care. 
 

In His name, 
 

Jean, Judy, John, Keith, Marie Ann, and Vicki 

A Thanksgiving Full of Thanks 







Dear friends, 

Happy New Year! I hope you all have had a wonderful time celebrating Christmas with your 
families and friends!  
 

The children did a wonderful job with their Christmas pageant, The Christmas Tail. All in all, 17 
kids participated ranging from three years old to sixth grade. They portrayed 21 different roles, 
both animals and humans!  I want to thank all of these kids and their parents for putting in so 
much time and effort as well as those who volunteered during practices.  
 

As it is 2017, though, we get to look forward to a new year of children’s and youth 
ministry. Southminster’s Youth Committee wants to start this New Year by planning 
it together. One reason I love working with youth is that there are so many differ-
ent activities out there to do, whether it’s a fun event like tubing or extreme tram-
polining or a service project. However, we only have so much time, and not all ac-
tivities appeal to every teenager. We want to have a time when all of Southmin-
ster’s youth families come together so we can talk about what we want to do. For 
example, what kinds of service projects are our youth interested in? What are some 
fun events we want to do together? We’re looking for ideas, not for just for the rest 
of this year, but for the next few years.  
 

Therefore, the Youth Committee has planned a meeting for all youth families for Sunday, January 15, at 10:10 
a.m. downstairs in the Loft. Since we are talking about the next few years, parents with children in upper ele-
mentary are also invited to come to this meeting and provide their input. If your family will not be available 
that day but you have some input, please email me. The committee’s goal is to create youth programming 
that our youth and families are excited about, and we need the input of our families to do that! If you have 
any questions, please contact me at (Kjirstin@spcah.org) or Youth Elder Cathleen Freels 
(crfreels@hotmail.com).  
 

God bless, 
 

Kjirstin 

Sunday Morning Tech at SPC 

Great News and a Great Opportunity! 

We have several great opportunities at Southminster for those 
who are interested in working with sound board, recording, or 
videography. 
 

After 15 years of faithful service, our Sound Kraft sound board stopped working. After reviewing many op-
tions, we have decided to upgrade our system to a new digital soundboard. The features of this new board 
are nothing short of amazing and should allow us to provide excellent sound for our worship services, special 
performances, and even recordings that we can listen to when we are not able to attend.  
 

Now for the Great Opportunities . . .  
 

Once this new soundboard is installed, we will be trained on how to use it. This training is open to anyone 
who wants to work with our new board and assist with the tech team. This is a great opportunity to work 
with state-of-the-art equipment and learn how to balance and mix sound for both live worship and re-
cordings. 
 

If you have any interest in recording or producing, please take this news as a not-so-gentle nudge to get in-
volved! We are also always open to expanding our projection team on Sunday mornings, and we are plan-
ning to start experimenting with videography and would love to put a team together. If you are interested in 
any of these opportunities, please contact Sue Thomson at sue@spcah.org  



The Counseling Corner at Southminster 
Making a Difference in our Community 

The Journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.   - Chinese Proverb 

Many people start the New Year making resolutions. Most individuals start with a list of good 
intentions that will make them happy and bring them joy in the New Year.  One of the most 
sought after goals is joining a health club to get in better shape and to lose weight. But often 
times, not long after the membership is paid for or renewed, those good intentions end up 
including a set of excuses: I work too many hours; I have a family to raise; I’m a care giver; 
and the frequent, I don’t have enough time. While there is nothing wrong with setting goals, 
whether they are personal, financial, or health-improving, happiness can be explored by tak-
ing inventory of all the things going on in your life rather than setting goals you may not be 
able to keep. It can be beneficial to ask yourself a few questions. Even if you have difficulty 
articulating some of the answers, at least some of these topics can get you on the right path 
for the New Year. I can give you a few examples in my life that may help jumpstart your 
thinking. 
 

Even in the darkest hour, everyone has blessings. They don’t have to be material things ei-
ther. Some of the things I am thankful for include my dad, uncle, husband, two sons, siblings 
and health. I do remember times in my life when things were difficult, and still to this day, I 
find something I am thankful for everyday no matter what situations I face. What are your 
blessings in life? 
 

I also like to reflect on things that brought me joy. The most recent thing that has brought 
me joy is my son’s marriage last July. I will never forget how happy Harry and his bride were. 
The family gathered to celebrate not only our joy but also this lovely couple’s love and joy. 
Spending time with family and friends always brings me joy. Another thing that brings me 
joy is books. As an avid reader, I enjoy reading all different varieties of good literature. What 
brings you joy? 
 

Happiness and joy can also be gained by taking inventory of what you don’t do anymore. 
This may be difficult because you have to be honest with yourself. It may make you happy to 
remember these things, but it may make you feel disappointed in yourself or with your life 
because you do not or cannot do them anymore. But happiness cannot be achieved by feel-
ing sorry for yourself. We are all imperfect human beings. So for each thing you think of that 
you no longer do, come up with an explanation of why you can’t do that anymore. Try to 
think of the good and bad things. Then think of what you have done or can do to replace 
that activity. Whatever the case, remember that your time and energy are two of your most 
important resources. How you spend that time and energy defines who you are. What are 
the things you used to do? What can you do instead? 
 

Taking a personal inventory can be challenging, but very rewarding. Looking back on 2016 
and thinking about things in a whole new perspective can help you move forward into the 
New Year. Wishing everyone a happy and healthy New Year. 
 

Warm Regards, 
 

Cynthia Apelbaum CADC LPC 
Cynthiaapelbaum@gmail.com 

Personal Inventory for the New Year 



Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Assembly 

Racism: Why Should I Care? 
Hosted by SPC's Faith in Action team, this four-week series features conversations about 
racism and how it impacts us as individuals and as a faith community. The following 
meetings will be held from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. on Tuesdays in February at various SPC 
members' homes. Come to as many as you can! Please sign up in the foyer after Sunday 
worship. Contact Cindy Greenwood at 847.404.8404 if you need a ride. 
 

February 5: Cindy Greenwood's home, 524 S. Patton Ave., Arlington Heights 
 
February 12: Suzanne Mulligan's home, 151 W. Wing St., Arlington Heights 
 
February 19: Mary Kay Walsh's home, 39 S. Kaspar, Arlington Heights 
 
February 26: Linda Waycie's home, 603 Windsor Drive, Mt. Prospect 

Hosted by the Community Renewal Society, this event honors the memory of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. with SPC's Faith in Action team. Participate in a morn-
ing of prayer, worship, and learning about CRS actions to increase racial jus-
tice in the Chicago area and our state. Youth are welcome! We will take a bus 
to the church. Reserve your seat by signing up in the foyer after worship. 
 

Monday, January 16 
9:00 a.m. - Noon 
St. Mark United Methodist Church 
8441 S. St. Lawrence Ave., Chicago 

 

For more information about these events, please contact Faith in Action team leaders Linda Waycie lway-
cie@wowway.com, or Cindy Greenwood at cngrnwood@gmail.com 

Start Out the New Year with Justice 

An Overview of Racism: 1966 – 2016  

Here’s a little food for thought regarding Southminster's Social Justice Ministry Team and 
the four upcoming February gatherings. How does 2016 compare to 1966 for black peo-
ple? 2016 saw a rise on bestseller book lists of a searing and revealing book that indicates 
that we have not made much progress. Ta-Nehisi Coates' book Between the World and 
Me is contemporary, but begs a comparison to The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin pub-
lished in 1963. Coates writes to his son and Baldwin writes to his nephew, both about the 
conditions and dangers of being a black male in American society; Coates offers little hope 
that things will change. An excellent review of the book a historical overview of 20th Cen-
tury literature as well as the important black authors who wrote it can be found in the 
“New York Review of Books” February 2016 at http://www.nybooks.com/
articles/2016/02/11/the-anger-of-ta-nehisi-coates/. 
 

For young black men with guns and for the police who must deal with them, 2016 was a 
particularly grim year. So what can we as a largely white congregation in the suburbs of 
one of the more violent cities in the U.S. do about it? We can start by understanding and 
reading Ta-Hehisi Coates’ Between the World and Me. 



Now that the holidays are over, we are gearing up to resume our charitable stitching activities. Our next 
meeting will be Saturday, January 7, at 10:00 a.m. After a brief meeting and show-and-tell, there will be time 
to work on individual projects, share tips, and demonstrate techniques. Afterward, we’ll go for lunch. All who 
are interested are welcome to join us. Use the side door to enter. This door will be locked after 10:10. If you 
are late, please call me on my cell 847.772.6559. 
 

Donations are Appreciated! If you have cotton fabric, thread, yarn, stuffing, crochet or knitting needles, etc. 
that you can donate, please put them in the box in the front vestibule. Thank You So Much! 
Everyone Save Your Plastic Grocery Bags! We will be working on a special project in February—mats for the 
homeless. Please flatten and fold bags lengthwise if possible, as this will save time when we use them. Raid 
the recycle bins at your local stores, as we will need hundreds of plastic bags for this project. Please drop them 
off in our donation box.   
 

What a Blessing! Prior to Christmas, I made a trip to St Alexius Hospital with all the beautiful projects our 
group has made, including magnificent bereavement clothing,  sweet preemie caps, holiday pillow cases, cro-
cheted PIC line sleeves, and two children's quilts for those in the critical care unit. The nurses on the pediatric 
floor loved everything and were so appreciative. What a blessing to 
know that these loving gifts will bring comfort and smiles to those 
in need. In the coming year, let’s continue to make charitable giv-
ing a priority. 
 

I want to extend a big Thank You to everyone who contributes 
their time and support to this invaluable ministry, and I look for-
ward to all of us continuing to grow as a group and as individuals. 
 

Take Care and May God Bless, 
 

Jan 
silkpalette@gmail.com  / 847.259.2679. 

Loving Hands Stitchers 

The Deacon’s ministry focuses on providing 
care, compassion, and love to people. The focus 
of our ministry is having regular personal con-
tact with Southminster members and those 
with special needs. Deacons stay in touch with 
members who are going through difficult times 
and provide support with meals and care. 
 

Your Care Ministry / Deacons for January are 
Laura Mendelson and David McCallum. Please 
contact either of them to share your joys and 
concerns.  

Laura Mendelson 
847.398.3911 

David McCallum 
847.797.1778 

Care Ministry/ 
Deacon of the Month 

Southminster is once again collect-
ing items for The Night Ministry 
mission. Collection is through 
January. Please place items in the 
Mission Boxes located by the front 
doors and outside the library. 
 

Please purchase ONLY travel and sample-sizes of the 
following items: 
 

Shampoo, conditioner, comb, small hair brush, hand 
lotion, lip balm, toothbrush, tooth paste, mouth-
wash, deodorant, small bars of soap, disposable ra-
zors, shave cream, washcloths, and pre-moistened 
towelettes. 
 

We are also in need of new white adult-sized tube 
socks and new men’s and women’s underwear. 
 

Thank you for your donation. 

 



What is the rest of the story? 

“Hello Americans, this Is Paul Harvey…” 
 

With those words, everyday, news legend Paul Harvey told the nation the 
true story. The catch? Every one of his stories had an element of surprise--
the “twist” was saved for the end. Mr. Harvey would share it, America 
would be enthralled, and he’d sign off with his famous, “And now you 
know…the rest of the story.” 

 

So with a nod to Paul Harvey: 
 

Hello Americans. 
In the beginning, God created everything. And it was good. Very good. But then an enemy came and frac-
tured goodnesses’ connection with its Maker. Our souls were wounded, our relationships broken, and beauty, 
tarnished. Yet God never stopped loving what He made and determined to rescue it. 
 

At the center of the rescue? Jesus. When God sent His Son that first Christmas, He established a new Kingdom 
over which He is King. But His complete rule over this new Kingdom is something yet to come. What Jesus 
accomplished on the cross has not yet been fulfilled. 
So, what is the rest of the story? 
And who is the rest of the story? 
 

That all hope has been met through Jesus and that as the ones who know Him, we are empowered to bring 
His Kingdom to bear on this earth now, actively and joyfully. 
 

That, friends, is the rest of the story. Go tell it on the mountain! 
 

Happy New Year from all of us at Q Place. 

Q Place Monthly Equipping Meetings 

Everyone is invited to join us for our kickoff meeting on Sunday, January 22, 
introducing a support group for those interested in Art of Spiritual Conversa-
tions and Q Place. We will meet in Southminster’s library immediately follow-
ing the 11:00 a.m. service. Lunch will be provided. 
 

Pastor Liz Nickerson will facilitate the meeting and share experiences from her 
Q Place, “Coffee & Questions: Moms’ Group.” She found the “Explore God” 
video and discussion series easy to use and a great way to start a Q Place. 
  

If you’re interested in joining us, please RSVP to Kathy Erickson at 
lievph@aol.com or Todd Peterson at tpeterson403@comcast.net.  

Thank you – Family-to-Family 

I want to thank our Southminster family for its continuing and constant support for our Family-to-Family 
Christmas project. The gifts were bagged and sent off to Christopher House Saturday, December 3. A big 
thank you to the angels that make this possible—all the families who 
contribute gifts and money for food; the Deacons for all their help 
getting everything ready; Grace Barr for all of her special support with 
the fabric balls she makes for children every year; and our Santa, Tho-
mas Von Oesen, who faithfully delivers our gifts every year. It is truly a 
wonderfully coordinated effort by Southminster to send Christmas to 
those less fortunate. A special thank you to Jean Boekenhauer, my 
“right hand." 
 

Suzanne Mulligan 





Growing in Grace Women's Bible Study  
You are children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 

  

Thessalonians 5:5 
 

Join us for our Winter/Spring study, Children of the Day, and walk the shores of Thessalonica with Beth 
Moore and this verse-by-verse Bible study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. During this nine session study, you'll learn 
how to let go of past mistakes and discover that your circumstances are not coincidental—God's timing is im-
peccable! Whether you're facing family crises, medical diagnoses, relationship troubles, doubts, or fears, you'll 
come away encouraged that you are exactly where Christ wants you to be! 
  
 

Before then, join us from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. at Southminster on the following dates as we wrap up our current 
Bible study by Beth Moore. 
 

Tuesday, January 17: James: Mercy Triumphs – Lesson 6 
Tuesday, January 31: James: Mercy Triumphs – Lesson 7 
 
 

• Small Group Discussion & DVD presentation  
• No Bible Study Experience required 
• Children of the Day Workbook cost $10.00 
• Scholarships available 

• Childcare Available upon Request 
 
 
 

SPC Contact:  Kathy Erickson 847.297.8360 

For Your Marriage 

Don’t complain about anyone or anything today, even if it’s legitimate. A non-complaining /
whining spouse is nicer to be around. Maybe you can hold off complaining for two days… 
 
foryourmarriage.org 

Dear Southminster Family 

This past fall, a few of us put together a donation drive to gather necessities for the homeless. I would like to 
thank everyone for the generosity and constant support of this effort. Because of you, we were able to put 
together and deliver 110 bags stuffed with essential items for homeless men and women. We also passed out 
50 blankets and almost 100 coats and jackets. I have no words that could possibly express my deep grati-
tude. You are a true blessing to me and to the homeless people that we try to serve. 
 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
 

Nita Brandon 


