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January Worship
“A Month of Mark !”
9 a.m. Traditional Worship
11 a.m. Contemporary Worship

January 3

Jesus Ministry Begins
Mark 1:21-45 - Liz Nickerson, Worship Leader

January 10

Jesus Heals and Teaches
Mark 2:1-22 - Steve Pierce, Worship Leader
The Celebration of Communion and Renewal of Baptism Vows

January 17

Jesus Teaches in Parables
Mark 4:1-34 - Rich Havard, Worship Leader
(Rich Havard is the campus minister at A New +Inclusive Ministry
at UIC – formerly AGAPE House)

January 24

Jesus Heals People
Mark 5:21-43 - Steve Pierce, Worship Leader

January 31

Rejection and a Family Murder
Mark 6:1-29 - Steve Pierce, Worship Leader

“HAPPY NEW YEAR”
Kairos Living in Our Chronos World
The Greeks knew that time was too complex to be defined by
only one word. They used two words: chronos and kairos.
Chronos time is marked and named. “I will meet you for coffee on Tuesday, January 12, 2016, at 10 a.m. Looking forward
to it.” Chronos time is making a list of what we need to do and
getting it done. Chronos time is checking our watch (if we wear one) or our
cell phone. “I’ve got fifteen minutes to get to the appointment.” Kairos time, on
the other hand, is more than “carpe diem” (seize the day time). It is experiencing the fullness of a moment. Kairos time is the “right time” to make a caring
phone call to say “I love you” or be alongside someone who has a need.
As we begin a New Year, each of us has (on paper) the same number of days and hours of life. Although resolutions motivate some people to change the ways they use time, they are fleeting for me. I look at this New
Year and hope that I will not squander my days (chronos) and be open to the “right moments,” the “full moments,” the God-moments.
Look at Jesus (always a good idea) and how he managed time. He started and ended each day in prayer
(chronos time). In between, he would claim as many full-moments as possible (kairos time) to reach out to
someone in need, to spontaneously teach or heal, to listen, to care, and to love.
I already know that this will be a new and different year for me, and perhaps for you. For me, I pray for a year
filled with a healthy balance of faithfully completing my ministry with you and working to execute a healthy
succession plan (chronos) as well as to experience some full, special, and memorable moments (kairos) with
you and those whom God places in my path in the days ahead.
I pray for myself and for you a year of “kairos living in our chronos world.”
Blessings,
Pastor Steve

A More Just World Begins With Each of Us
Start the year out right by joining Southminster's Justice Ministry Team at the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Faith in Action Assembly
hosted by the Community Renewal Society
• Worship with other churches from around Chicagoland
• Learn about the various justice initiatives we are engaged in
• Hold our elected officials accountable for change that creates a
more just world
Monday, January 18
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
First Baptist Congregational Church
1613 W. Washington Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60607
Carpools depart from SPC at 8:30 a.m.
Please let us know you are coming by calling Cindy Greenwood at 847.404.8404 or email
cngrnwood@gmail.com or Linda Waycie at 847.577.6307 or email lwaycie@wowway.com.

Who Will You Follow?
Happy New Year! Once again it is a time to reflect on what we want to be different this New Year.
What do we need to add to our lives and what do we need to subtract? The following is from Cathy
Irvin, a writer for CBN. I find it very helpful:
"No one can go back and start a new beginning, but anyone can start today and make a new ending" (Unknown). After reading this, I really began to think about it. The conclusion is that we don't start
over, but we can begin again right where we are, making things better in our lives. For believers in
Christ, it is not about saying I will do this and I won't do that and then drop the idea or fall short. It is more about asking
the Lord to help us each day to fall deeper and deeper in love with Him. By doing this, our focus will be set on the things
of heaven and not on all this earthly stuff.
In the narrative lectionary this year, we will be studying the Gospel of Mark, which
begins with the question of Jesus' authority. So in this New Year, who will you follow? Make a resolution to truly let Jesus be the authority in your life, to follow him,
and love him more deeply.
In Christ,
Liz Nickerson

Crossing the Road Together
On Sunday, December 28, we attended the Interfaith Symposium at the 14th Annual Convention of the Muslim American Society and Islamic Circle of North America, a weeklong conference attended by 10,000-15,000
Muslims and supported by the Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago. From the people we met
on our journey to the conference speakers, it proved to be an enlightening experience.
On our taxi trip to the conference, we met Usif, a friendly Somalian American Muslim, who told us that his father was killed by rebels and his family fled to Kenya and then the U.S. He is now a student at UIC studying
political science and law.
After arriving at the conference, we met Osama Idlibi, a pleasant, young adult Muslim man from North Carolina who came to the U.S. from Syria when he was two years old. He and his parents have attended this conference for years and now he comes with his family.
In his keynote address, Dr. Tariq Ramadan a Professor of Contemporary Islamic Studies at Oxford University
said there is one God and one humanity that is comprised of many diverse peoples with many ideas on how
to live. It is our job to learn and have knowledge of each other. That is how God set up our world. Dr. Ramadan said that tolerance is to allow something. “I respect you, and in saying that, I also say, I should know you.”
We can show each other what our faith is doing for us and come together for each other—Jews for Christians,
Christians for Muslims. It is our responsibility to talk to each other about God, ethical behavior, and spiritual
teachings.
We often hear about what divides us. Conference speakers
from many faiths said there is life for all of us, and we should
learn to recognize God’s image in our neighbor and include
each other in our history. In serving others of all faiths, we are
following in Christ’s footsteps. When asked by a Hindi man why
she was helping him, Mother Teresa said, “I see Christ in you.”
Why did Jesus, Moses, The Buddha, and Muhammad cross the
road? So they could cross the road together.
Sandy Bourseau
Linda Waycie

January is

Month

Your mission team has been really busy this year, encouraging individual mission projects and supporting our
on-going mission work. Please plan to join us throughout January for the following presentations at the 10:10
a.m. educational hour.
January 10:

Jan Reinschmidt and her mission trip companion talk about their mission trip to the Dominican
Republic with First Presbyterian Church.

January 17:

Rich Havard, the new director of Agape House, tells us all about this campus ministry. Agape
House is a community of students, staff, and faculty from UIC who gather together to learn,
share, and grow in our faith journey. It is rooted in Christian tradition.

January 24:

Brad Peterson shares with us his unique teaching and building mission trip to Uganda, Africa.

January 30:

Char Schuman entertains us with slides and narratives of her most recent trip
to Guatemala with Faith in Practice.

You won't want to miss any of these exciting programs supported in part by your Mission dollars.

Thank You, Southminster
Thank you, Southminster, for your generosity in providing food for the THANKSGIVING BASKETS for the families at Christopher House. On Sunday, November 22, a minivan fully loaded with food left our church for the
CHRISTOPHER HOUSE location in the Belmont/Cragin neighborhood on the north side of Chicago. The following day, a contingent of five SPC members traveled to Christopher House where they partnered with
three other Presbyterian churches who support the Auxiliary and provided about 35 volunteers to pack.
Together, we assembled about 500 Thanksgiving bags that
were distributed to families actively involved in the various
educational programs administered by Christopher House at
their several north side locations. Also, school tours were conducted with a musical performance by a third grade class and
introduction of staff, including Lori Baas, Director, in her 15th
year. Pastor Josh Erickson of Park Ridge spoke of the new role
of Rev. Dr. Barbara Wilson, POC’s Community Organizer, who
recently visited SPC and described her ministry.
We extend our appreciation to you, Southminster, for your
support and kindness as we reach out to those in need in our
neighboring city.
Your Mission Team

A Family-to-Family Thank You

For Your Marriage

I want to thank all the wonderful and generous supporters of our Family to Family Christmas project. A special
thank you goes out to all the Deacons for their support
and to Thomas Von Oesen and
Paul Bourke for delivering our
gifts. This could not be done
without all of you. Thank you for
helping 20 families celebrate the
wonder of Christmas!

Although it’s risky to assume
your spouse can read your
mind, a perceptive spouse can
pick up negative feelings and
attitudes through vibes and
non-verbals. If you hold a negative thought toward your spouse (nag, selfish,
jerk…), try changing your mind; the feelings
may follow.

Suzanne Mulligan

foryourmarriage.org

