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Worship in February 
Conversations with an Outsider  
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
John 4 
 
Church Council Leads Worship 
10:00 a.m. Single Worship Service  
Congregational Meeting 
 
The Raising of Lazarus  
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
John 11 
 
Foot Washing 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
John 13 
 
 

  Monthly Newsletter 
The Spire 



 

We have made our way through January’s Mission month and now look ahead to the begin-
ning of Lent. Ash Wednesday, February 14 (Valentine’s Day!), will feature a new and exciting 
worship experience for our congregation. This experience comes to us as a gift from our youth 
who have been studying and preparing a multi-sensory labyrinth experience they want to share 
with our congregation. Please see our website and/or the sign-up in the Welcome Area of the 

church to participate! People will be able to enter the labyrinth at five-minute intervals between 4:00 p.m. and 
8:30 p.m. The experience takes about 45 minutes. At 7:00 p.m. we will have a brief Ash Wednesday service in 
the Chapel that all are welcome to attend. We will be continuing through the gospel of John through Febru-
ary as we journey toward the cross and Easter.  

 

Southminster’s Annual Meeting will be February 11. This meeting will take place immediately following ONE 
service of worship at 10:00 a.m. Among other business, we will be sharing the results of our Strategic Plan-
ning process that Council has been working on and an update on our 2017 Stewardship Campaign:  Mission 
Possible 2.5. 
 

Beginning February 20, we will begin a five-week Lenten Dinner Series on Tuesday evenings.  We will study 
and discuss Ray Vander Laan’s video series The Death and Resurrection of the Messiah. Books will be available 
for purchase on Sunday mornings and also on Tuesday evenings during the series. Thank you to all who are 
helping with the meal portion of the evening.  The following is our schedule: 

 

It is a great privilege to serve with you in this time. I look forward to the coming weeks in February and our 
journey together toward to cross. And as always, I’ll see you in church! 

 

Pastor David 

Dear members and friends of Southminster, 

 

   DATE      TOPIC        DINNER  
   February 20      Piercing the Darkness        Staff 
   February 27      Gates of Hell         Pilgrimage Renewal 
   March 6      Lamb of God        Growing in Grace/Heart of a Woman 
   March 13      The Weight of the World        Bible Boys  
   March 20      Roll Away the Stone       Loving Hands Stitchers  

MLK Day 2018 
The oldest church in Chicago, Old St. Patrick’s Church, hosted this year’s MLK Day on January 15. All around 
the church on its walls and ceiling were painted the Celtic Cross with its interwoven lines. Pastor Hurley, from 
Old St. Pat’s, talked about how the cross symbolized the coming together of many immigrant nationalities uni-
fied in the belief in Jesus and joins people of all races and nationalities in that same belief today. The many 
churches that make up Community Renewal Society came together to affirm 
their belief that all people need to be treated equally. We heard from those 
working on the Coalition for Police Contracts Accountability who told us about 
the fourteen proposals for critical changes to police union contracts that would 
level the playing field between police and the residents of Chicago. A group of 
Chicago aldermen signed on as co-sponsors to the Chicago City Council resolu-
tion, R2017-125 endorsing the recommendations for police contracts reform. 
We met Senator Daniel Biss, Bob Daiber, Tio Hardiman, Jeanne Ives, Chris Ken-
nedy, and JB Pritzker who were asked specific questions that would show how 
they felt about police accountability, restoring opportunities and justice reform, 
community development-housing and jobs, and a just economy for safe commu-
nities. Their answers will help each of us determine who we will vote for in the 
primary, Thursday, March 20. It was a day filled with prayer, celebration, learn-
ing, and a call to action! 



Dear Friends, 

This is how God’s love was revealed among us: God sent his one and only Son into the world so that we 
might live through Him. 
    ~ 1 John 4:9 

Few times in the Christian year call us to reflect on transformational change 
like Lent leading toward Easter. Lent begins early this year on February 14. 
So this year as the wider society celebrates love, we will also be celebrating 
the great love God has for us in sending his son Jesus Christ to live among 
us. It is hard for us to fathom the level of sacrifice and commitment that Je-
sus displayed in his forty days, yet Lent provides us with an opportunity to 
deepen our spirituality by engaging in regular disciplines from Ash Wednes-
day through Easter Sunday. What new discipline will you begin this Lent to 
help you draw closer to God? The youth of our church have developed an 
amazing interactive labyrinth open for all on Ash Wednesday. You can sign 
up for a time slot this Sunday, and please allow about 45 minutes for this 
spiritual experience. Family devotions with a coloring component will also be available to engage multiple 
senses. Please pick up your copy at the labyrinth walk on Ash Wednesday or the following Sunday at church. 
May you experience God’s love anew this Lenten season. 

 

In Christ, 
 

Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson 

As wonderful as marriage can be, it’s not always lived on an emotional high. Some days, we 
must just decide to love. The feelings will eventually follow.  
 
foryourmarriage.org 

For Your Marriage 



Our Youth experienced something quite special this past Sunday. After two months of study-
ing about their Journey, they finally got to actually walk and experience it! We had been 
gathering what we needed to build the labyrinth and learning about each station that we 
would stop at along the way. I am pretty sure that the concept of slowing down, taking time 
to notice and become aware of life’s 
struggles, letting them go, and allowing 

God to be a part of the Journey was realized during the 
labyrinth walk. Much of what the labyrinth teaches us is 
similar to meditation: learning to take the time to be still 
and know that God is present in our lives. I have already 
heard the question, when can we do that again? The 
answer is soon! The Youth are inviting everyone to walk 
the labyrinth they built on Ash Wednesday, February 14, 
any time between 4:00 - 8:30 pm. It takes about 45 min-
utes to complete the walk, and we are asking that peo-
ple sign up in five-minute increments to help move peo-
ple through efficiently. The sign-up sheet is available in 
the Welcome Area. 

 

The Children are starting a new unit, learning about how we are like snowflakes, made beautiful and unique, 
and so loved by God! The memory verse they are learning is Psalm 139:14, “I praise you because I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” We are still looking for anyone who 
might be interested in teaching Sunday school. The lessons are easy, and I do all the prep work. So if you feel 
called, please contact me at kari@spcah.org if you can help out. Thank you! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Kari 

Dear Friends, 

Southminster’s Faith in Action team invites you to attend a 
discussion about the LGBTQ Community and the church 
on Sunday, February 11, in Fellowship Hall.  

 

Four guest speakers will share their personal experiences 
and journeys followed by a question and answer session: 
 
 

Richard Havard: Pastor and Executive Director of the Inclu-
sive Collective, a diverse campus ministry at the University 
of Illinois in Chicago 

 

John Hickey: President of the Northern Illinois Chapter of 
PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays) and father of a gay son 

 

Zoie Sheets: University student and Inclusivity Intern at the 
Inclusive Collective 

 

Emily Snowden, Pastor, Congregational United Church of 
Christ, Arlington Heights 
 
 

Light refreshments will be served during at 2:30 p.m. followed by discussion and Q & A from 3:00 – 5:00. 
 

We hope you can attend this event. Free childcare is available. For more information, email Jan Tossman 
at silkpalette@gmail.com. 

A Discussion About the LGBTQ Community and the Church 

mailto:kari@spcah.org
mailto:silkpalette@gmail.com


Children and Youth  

Kari Sealund · Youth Director and Children’s Coordinator 

Youth Lenten Labyrinth 

Here’s a preview of 

the Youth Labyrinth 

that you are invited 

to experience on Ash 

Wednesday. Our 

Youth have worked 

long and hard on 

creating a Lenten 

journey like none 

we’ve seen before. You won’t 

want to miss this multi-sensory, 

inter-active, spiritual gift that 

will set you on your journey to 

meet God in all different ways. 



 

 

The Night Ministry Collection 

The Southminster Mission team is collecting small clothing and hygiene items 
through February for the Night Ministry mission. Please donate travel and sample-
sized containers only and place items in our Mission box, one of which is located in 
the foyer by the elevator and the other just outside the Southminster library. 

 

What Does The Night Ministry Do? 
The Night Ministry connects with Chicago's vulnerable youth and adults who strug-
gle with poverty or homelessness. We offer street outreach, youth shelter and sup-
portive services, and a mobile health outreach bus. 

  

We are collecting the following clothing items: 

 New white, adult-sized tube socks 

 New men’s and women’s underwear 

 

We are collecting the following travel and sample-sized hygiene items: 

 shampoo, conditioner, small bar of soap, washcloth, pre-moistened towelettes 

 comb, small brush, disposable razor, shave cream, toothbrush, toothpaste 

 mouthwash, deodorant, hand lotion, lip balm 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Any donation of any size is greatly appreciated. Thank you for helping others help themselves. 

Southminster Steps Up 

A big THANK YOU to all who donated to Presbyterian Disaster Relief 
for the Florida and Texas hurricanes. Southminster gave $4,426 and 
received a personal thank you from Presbyterian Mission for our ef-
forts during this national crisis. Once again, Southminster steps up 
to help others! Thank you.   

 

The Mission Team 

A rehab mission project at Good News Partners is scheduled for the weekend of April 14 and 15. If you are 
interested in helping, please put this date on your calendar. For more information, email Jean Walker 
jw13pr4@aol.com. More details will follow in the coming weeks. 

 

What is Good News Partners? 
Good News Partners is a faith-based, Asset-Based Community Development organiza-
tion (ABCD), in the North of Howard Neighborhood. They focus on housing, education, 
and economic development. Instead of trying to fix people or solve their problems, they 
focus on empowerment and partnership, recognizing one another’s gifts, talents, experi-
ences and work to enhance each person’s responsibility and potential. 

 

Good News Partners knows we all need one another for our community, our city, our nation, and our world’s 
optimal health. As a faith-based ministry, they seek to embody the hope, freedom, opportunity, community, 
and justice God intends for us all. We welcome everyone -- especially people often discriminated against be-
cause of race, gender, economic condition, religion, sexual orientation, or national origins. 

Mission Opportunity with Good News Partners 

mailto:jw13pr4@aol.com


Stephen Leaders 
The Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson 
The Reverend Susan Peterson 
Mrs. Kathy Gudonis 
Mrs. Liz Sass 
 
Southminster Stephen Ministers 
David Abt 
Cynthia Apelbaum 
Barb Barker 
Sue Hjerstedt 
Sandy Pifer                
John Riggs 
Ellen Riggs 
Ann Shibayama 
 
The Moorings’ Stephen Ministers 
Eileen Feeley 
Nancy Hughes            
Loretta Foxgrover 
 
 

 

Please contact Pastor Liz at liz@spcah.org if you or someone you know 

would like to learn more about receiving a Stephen Minister.     

 

Stephen Ministry 
at Southminster 





 

Please contact Pastor Liz at liz@spcah.org 

if you or someone you know 

would like to learn more about 

receiving a Stephen Minister.     



San Antonio Rampage v. Chicago Wolves 
 

Hear inspirational motivational speaker Wayne Mesmer 
 

Allstate Arena, Rosemont 
Saturday, February 17 

 

Tickets $17.50 each 
RSVP due Sunday, February 4 

Faith and Fellowship Night at the Wolves Game!  Due Sunday, February 4 

 

Print this page or copy and paste this form into a document and print it out. Then drop off this form 
to the church office with cash or check made out to Southminster Presbyterian Church in 
an envelope marked “Wolves Game.” Please write “Wolves Game in the memo. Thank you! 
 

Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of those who will attend Wayne Messmer’s presentation_____________ 
(presentation is included with cost, but a count is needed)  
 
Total payment enclosed $_____________ 

 

Last Chance to Sign up for Faith & Fellowship with the Wolves!  



What Gears Up a Group for Great Discussions? 

Have you experienced a Bible study discussion that takes off—where everyone is involved and tracking to-
gether? A thrill goes through the whole group when someone exclaims, “I never saw that before!” What 
gears up a group for those kinds of discussions? Here are three essentials: 
 

Guidelines 
Starting the group with a solid set of guidelines sets the stage for a group to be open and take risks that can 
lead to spiritual growth. With great guidelines, everyone understands how the group works, and everyone in 
the group can refer back to those guidelines to keep each other on track in the discussions. 

 

Trained Group Facilitators 
Facilitating a group discussion is different from teaching: You don't want to tell your group about the experi-
ence; you want them to do it! To have an actively engaged discussion group, it is important to create an envi-
ronment where everyone considers questions, explores Scripture, and shares discoveries. 

 

Great Discussion Guides 
A great Bible discussion guide can be like the ropes and gear that enable a rock climber to scale a cliff. There is 
enough structure to keep you on track, but plenty of room for movement so that you can come to see things 
for yourself. 
 

Q Place Bible study guides are designed for: 
 

“Aha!” moments. “The reason I like these guides," one Q Place participant said, "is because they don’t tell you 
what to think, but they make you think.” They are filled with good questions that help you see for your-
self—so your group can have lots of interesting discussions and meaningful discoveries. 

 

Focus on the Bible itself. These studies communicate that the Bible itself is worth serious examination. The 
questions do not require an “answer book” or an “answer person” in the group, but everyone can dis-
cover from the Bible itself what it actually says. The group is Bible-centered rather than leader-centered, 
and the Bible becomes the authority for those using Q Place study guides. 

 

Dynamic discussions. The questions filling these study guides are open-ended rather than fill-in-the-blank. 
They help groups observe, think, digest, and apply what they are learning. 

 

Options when group members are brand new to the Bible. Very few inductive Bible study materials are de-
signed specifically for people who are unsure what they believe, who are discovering Jesus Christ for the 
first time through biblical accounts. Q Place Bible studies provide that entry point. And when longtime 
Christians discuss the Bible with people who are discovering it for the first time, they also see familiar pas-
sages with fresh eyes. 

 

Options when group members have a wide range of Bible study experience. Q Place Bible studies cover 
books and topics that build on the foundation of experience in Mark, Acts, and Genesis. The open-ended 
questions allow people of varying degrees of spiritual maturity to grow significantly in their faith. 

 
www.qplace.com 

Every member and friend of Southminster is assigned to a parish, 
which is overseen by two deacons. Deacons can bring meals to you 
when you’re sick, help provide transportation if needed, pray with you 
about a concern, or connect you with other resources at the 
church. Please call the deacons of the month who can connect you 
with our caring ministry and your deacon. Doris Chute and Ellen 
Riggs are your Care Ministry / Deacons for February. 

Doris Chute 
847.619.8314 

Care Ministry / Deacons of the Month 

Ellen Riggs 
847.660.4999 


