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You’re Invited

Ash Wednesday: February 10 at 7:00 p.m. The Community Room (lower level)
Begin the journey to Jerusalem with Jesus.
The Labyrinth will be available to “walk” and meditate from 7:00a.m. - 8:00p.m.

One Last “Spire” Note
One of my daughters-in-law sent me
an email and asked,
“In a few short bullet points, why did
you ‘fall in love’
with ministry?” I pondered this. My
first response was, “Ministry ‘fell in
love’ with me and I simply followed.”

is a time and a season for every
matter under heaven.” God is guiding! In Psalm 37, “the steps of a person are established by the Lord.”
God is guiding!

Word and God’s plan to the best of
our abilities.

As I depart, I think of the memorable words of Moses to his people.
Remember Moses could go no further, but his people were moving
I am not good at, nor do I like
“good byes,” especially when I care forward into the Promised Land.
And so it is with you and me: “May
deeply about those I am leaving. I
depart as your pastor, but hopefully the LORD bless you and keep you;
remain as your friend and fellowmay the LORD make his face to
From an autumn moment in coltraveler through life. I encourage
shine upon you and be gracious to
lege to the moment you read this, I you to read the “covenant of cloyou; may the LORD lift up his counhave tried to follow God’s call. In
tenance upon you and give you
sure” that is posted on the kiosk
the ministry “biz,” one follows a call and on the prayer and Church Life peace” (Numbers 6:24-26).
both to and from. I truly believe
boards. It delineates what, if any,
My love and peace to each of you,
that God is calling me to retirepastoral relationships I can have
and I truly believe that God has big
ment, but at a time when Southwith you moving forward. But it
and wonderful plans for each of
minster is strong and ready for her does not diminish our friendship,
you and for Southminster.
next chapter in ministry and miswonderful memories, life experision.
ences, joys and the tears, challeng- In Christ’s Love and Care,
ing questions, and the humorous
At each traditional service of worSteve
moments that we have experiship, the Bible leads the way into
and out of worship. For me this is a enced and will remember and
weekly reminder that each of us is treasure.
to be guided in and out of worship You have been and will remain a
as well as life by God’s trustworthy blessing to me. Very, very, very few
word. Remember, scripture is a
pastors have been gifted with the
“lamp unto our feet.”
long-term pastorate that I have experienced at Southminster. Over
God’s word speaks to us in these
times of transition. There is the well- these decades, I truly believe that
known refrain: “To everything there together we were following God’s

Learning to be Human like Jesus
Several SPC members heard Hugh Halter talk about his book FLESH--Learning to Be Human Like Jesus and
were very impressed. Halter’s message is one that each of us can put into practice in our daily lives. We believe this is a message that more SPC-ites will benefit from hearing and discussing.
You are invited to join our facilitators Dennis Rich, Floyd Strimling, and Jean Ward on Wednesdays from 7:00
– 8:30 p.m. at Southminster to watch DVDs of Hugh's talk and discuss his book. Please note the time change
to accommodate our Ash Wednesday service.
February 3
February 10 (8:00 – 9:00 p.m.)
February 17
February 24
March 2
Please sign up on the Kiosk. Even if you can't attend each week, you WILL benefit from any
meetings you attend. Books are available for $10. Childcare is available upon request.
If you have questions, please call Dennis Rich at 224.520.2831.

A Time for Everything
As we enter a month of celebrating the history of Southminster (SPC) and the
ministry of Steve (SCP), I am reminded of these words from Ecclesiastes 3:
1 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens:
2 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,
3 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build,
4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance,
5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
6 a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away,
7 a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak,
8 a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.
As we begin this month with fond memories as well as trepidation about a time of transition, we remember
that indeed there is a season for everything. It has been a privilege for me to serve alongside Steve, and although you have all known him for much longer than I, I feel so fortunate to have been able to work with
and learn from him. This is a time of reflection, celebration, and being open to the new season that God has in
store for Southminster. God is faithful and will guide this church into a meaningful new season, to connect,
grow, and serve in the name of Christ. May the peace of Christ be with you!
Associate Pastor,
Liz Nickerson

World Day of Prayer

Faith in Action Book Discussion

Southminster is hosting the World Day of
Prayer for the first
time on Friday, March
4, 2016 at 9:30 a. m.
This worldwide
prayer service began
in 1928. Each year
Christian women
write the service.
Women of Cuba
wrote the material for 2016. On March 4 all day
long somewhere in the world the same celebration will be happening. Continental breakfast
will be served. Cost $5.00. For reservations call
Nancy Duel at 824-259-3793 or e-mail
nduel@aol.com

Join the SPC Faith in Action Team in our upcoming
book discussion on racism. Read Michelle Alexander’s
book The New Jim Crow and then join us for dinner
and discussion on March 8 at First United Methodist
Church or lunch and a discussion on March 13 at
Southminster.
The book examines how this country’s “War on Drugs” has targeted
African-Americans and impacted
civil rights, state and federal budgets, fair policing, welfare, employment, and more. It is clearly written
and thought-provoking.
Books are available for $7 in Southminster’s chapel on Sundays while
supplies last.

Children/Youth News
Kjirstin Almos, Youth and Children’s
Coordinator

Senior High Youth:
Please RSVP about the
2016 Summer Mission
trip ASAP to Kjirstin
Almos at
kjirstin@spcah.org!
Important February
Dates for Youth
♦

♦

♦

♦
♦

♦
♦
♦

♦

February 7
Superbowl Subs making, 7:30
AM
Confirmation, come to sub
making and Liz will get the
confirmands
No Sunday School
February 14
No Sunday School
Youth assistance with Children’s Valentines Event requested
February 21
No Sunday School
Confirmation
Youth game night at church,
6:45-8:45 PM
February 28
No Sunday School

February Sunday School
Due to the service change in February,
elementary Sunday School will occur
during an extended chapel time. Children will attend the start of the 10:00
AM service with their families, be excused, and then return before the end of
the service.

Feed My Starving Children
It’s time to get those hands working again for Feed My Starving Children! Southminster’s Mission team has reserved our packing day for Tuesday, February 9,
from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. at the Schaumburg facility at 1072 National Parkway.
There is an individual free-will donation that you can either give to Southminster
Church or to Feed My Starving Children at the packing. Bring your friends—the
more the merrier! We have enough spots for ALL! Please sign-up on the Kiosk in
the Foyer. Remember, if you sign up now, we won’t have to cancel any spots.

Night Ministry Collection
Please help us assemble hygiene kits for our Might Ministry Mission. Donations can be
placed in the mission boxes located at the church entrance and outside the library. We are
accepting the following items through February 14.
New Adult-Sized, white tube socks, new men’s and women’s underwear,
Travel and Sample-Sized Items Only
shampoo, conditioner, comb, small brush, hand lotion, lip balm, toothbrush, toothpaste,
mouthwash, deodorant, small bar of soap, disposable razor, shave cream, washcloth, premoistened towelettes.

Spring of Life Habitat - Southminster Workdays
Come help us with our 12th home at 519 Enterprise Street in Elgin! All skill
levels are welcome. You can even learn a new skill. We are currently framing
the second floor and windows as well as installing windows. The following
are Southminster’s remaining workdays:

February 27

March 26

April 23

We work from 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
lunch is provided.
The link to sign up is at the top of the Home page of our website at
www.spcah.org or you can go to the link directly at http://doodle.com/poll/
ib2ad5v584t4ies7. If you have questions or need more information, call Tom
Snyder at 847.342.3470.

Did you get a new calendar for Christmas?
Be sure to put these dates on it in ink.

All Church Retreat
Saturday, April 9, from 8:30 a.m. - 2:30p.m.
at the Moorings of Arlington Heights.

2016

Community Service Day with First Presbyterian
Saturday, April 16, from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
GEM3
November 4, 5, 6, 2016

Southminster Parents' Day Out 2016 - 2017 Registration
Children between the ages of 12 months and 5 years are eligible to enroll in our PDO program. PDO is open
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Families can chose 1, 2, 3, or 4
days per week to best serve the needs of their children. We invite you to visit our PDO any time we are in session to see what great things are happening.
Currently enrolled families and members of Southminster
are invited to register for the 2016-2017 school year on Saturday, April 23, 2016, at 8:00 a.m. in the Southminster Library.
Open registration for all new families wishing to join our
program is on Saturday, April 30, 2016, at 8:00 a.m. in the
Southminster Library.
If you have any questions,or need more information, email Tricia at tdking61@aol.com or check out our web
site at www.spcah.org under the PDO heading.

Thank You, Southminster
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your beautiful "retirement" gift! The stained glass window Fritz made is
beautiful and I will cherish it always. Working for and with Southminster these past
nine years is a highlight of my many years in education, and I will have fond memories my entire life of my time spent with you and the children.
Thank you again for the beautiful window and for the opportunity to work with your
children. I look forward to visiting with all of you on Sundays!
Blessings, Eva

For Your Marriage
It’s so easy! If you’d like to hear a sermon again or
you’ve missed one, just go to www.spcah.org
and click on the link at the top of the Home page for
Southminster Sermons.
Or place https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCXHDzZ6nETQJRSDgLF5aKRw into your browser,
click enter, and ENJOY!

You do not have to like
your spouse 100% of
the time, but love them
with all your heart.
foryourmarriage.org

