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Worship in Advent
December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent Communion
God’s Mercy
Scripture: Joel 2:12-13, 28-29 ; Luke 1:50-52
Communion

December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent - Combined Service 10:00 a.m.
Spirit of the Lord upon me
Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-11; Luke 1:53

December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
Birth of Jesus
Scripture: Luke 2:1-7; Luke 1:54-55

Friday, December 23: Traditional Candle Service at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 24 - Family Candlelight Service at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 25 Single Service at 10:00 a.m.
Shepherds Visit
Scripture: Luke 2:8-20

January 1, 2017 - Combined Service at 10:00 a.m.
Simeon and Anna
Scripture: Luke 2:21-38
Communion

Dear Family of Faith at SPC,
Happy Advent! The beginning of December marks my sixth month as your interim pastor here
at Southminster Presbyterian Church. I am so grateful for the privilege of serving our Lord
alongside of you. Together we journeyed through the Narrative Lectionary, discovering how
our stories intersect with God’s Story in Scripture. We had a tremendous GEM 3 outreach in
early November, blessing over 20 households in our area that needed assistance. And now we
just ended our Mission Possible Stewardship campaign for 2017. God is good, all the time!
I want to thank each one of you who placed an envelope in the basket on Stewardship Sunday. It is only
through each of you that we can accomplish our mission. If you were unable to participate in our Stewardship campaign over the last few weeks, you still have time to participate, Please send in the Mission Possible
card to the office so that we can finish what we have started. As of now, we are still under our target goal to
sustain our 2017 budget, but I am confident that our congregation will come through. If you have questions,
feel free to contact me or Elder Ed Guidonis. We would love to talk with you.
On November 26, we began our celebration of the Advent Season here at SPC. The sanctuary and narthex
were beautifully decorated by over forty volunteers the Saturday after Thanksgiving, and it looks wonderful!
The following afternoon we hosted the Barrington Children’s Choir, who filled our sanctuary with the songs
of Christmas. Coming up on December 11, I hope you will plan to join us for our ONE SERVICE at 10:00 a.m.
when we will enjoy our Children’s Christmas Pageant followed by The Four Cs: Cookies, Carols, Crafts, & Chili!
We have two different Christmas Eve services at SPC. This year the traditional Christmas Eve service will be at
7:30 p.m. on Friday, December 23. Our Christmas Eve Family Worship will be at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 24, and don’t forget to join us for a special one service Sunday on
Christmas Day at 10:00 a.m. December is always a busy time for families. I
hope you will try to slow down and enjoy the season with us as we celebrate God’s greatest gift: His only Son, Jesus Christ.
May God bless you all during this holiday season. And as always, I’ll look
forward to seeing YOU in church!
In Christ,,
Pastor Carlton

Christmas Joy Offering
Devoted and caring leaders have led many of us in the way of Christ. They have been church
workers equipping us to respond to the grace we have known in Jesus Christ and have been
God’s gift among us. Gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering provide a way for us to offer a gift in
response.
Half of the offering supports the continued ministry of educating and forming Christian leaders
through support of the Presbyterian racial ethnic schools that were founded to educate emerging leaders. The other half honors those leaders who serve and have served us well. Through the Assistance
Program of the Board of Pensions, current and retired church workers who experience need because of tragedy, health concerns, or financial hardship can receive assistance from the church they have served so well.
Please give generously.

Little City Gift Wrapping
Do you enjoy gift wrapping? Little City needs volunteers to wrap gifts at its gift wrapping store in Woodfield Mall. The store is located inside the Mall at the lower level entrance to Macy's. Volunteering runs through December 24. If you are able to help,
please sign up at www.SignUpGenius.com/go/4090E45AFA929A02-little. Thank you.

Dear Friends,
It is the season of Advent and time once again for us to prepare for Jesus’ birth. On Sunday,
December 11 at 10:00, we will have a charming Christmas pageant told from the point of view
of the animals in the stable. Following the service, please stay for our annual “Four Cs” chili,
cookies, crafts & carols. More chili is needed, so please sign-up on the foyer kiosk to bring your
favorite chili in a crock pot to share in this Southminster tradition.
Another well known Advent tradition is to light a candle each Sunday: one for hope,
one for peace, one for joy, and one for love. What are your personal hopes for this season? In what areas of your life do you need to seek peace? What brings you joy at this
time in your life? How will you show your love this month? Thinking about the theme
for each candle that we light and reflecting on the questions above can be an outline
for you to prepare for the Lord. So take some quiet time amidst all the busyness around
us and prepare your heart for the coming king. May you each experience hope, peace,
joy, and love this Advent season!
The Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson

You are invited to join us on Sunday, December 11,
for our 10:00 a.m. single worship service followed by our annual

4Cs
Caroling, Cookies, Chili, and Crafts

Everyone is welcome
Please sign up on the kiosk to bring chili

Cloud of Witnesses DVD now available
What did Chuck Tossman, Liz Nickerson, May Kay Walsh, Cynthia Aplebaum, and David
Carlton all do in the summer of 2016? They blessed us by sharing their faith stories!
For those who missed these faith stories or those who want to view them again, a DVD
including all five stories are now available. Each speaker will receive a DVD and copies will
be available for others to borrow. You can find these DVDs in the Discipleship mail
box. After viewing, please return the DVD so others have the opportunity to see these
unique and uplifting faith stories from fellow SPCers.

Dear friends,
It’s now December, and in children’s ministry, that means it’s time for a Christmas pageant! We
have been working very hard during November, and I am very excited about our December 11
presentation of “The Christmas Tail.” This pageant looks at the familiar Christmas story from a
different perspective, the animals’! So, yes, in this pageant, there will be a lot of talking animals.
I’ll be very honest; I wrote this pageant, and my entire reasoning was that talking animals are
adorable. I thought it would be a fun, cute twist on a traditional pageant that would also retain
the message. However, as I was writing the pageant, a theme emerged. Almost every scene
kept going back to the paradox of the Christmas story: our savior, the descendent of David, who would sit on
the throne forever, was born in the humblest of circumstances. The surprising humility kept surfacing, and at
times it even drove the dialogue forward. I have no doubt that this was Spirit led because I never intended to
focus on that aspect so much.
Well, if the Spirit is acting, there’s probably a reason. As the ministry staff has prepared for this Advent season,
we have also been preparing for our focus on the Magnificat. In this hymn from Mary after she has learned
she will bear Christ, this similar theme of paradoxes appears. God flips human expectations upside down. The
low are lifted; the proud are brought down; the hungry are fed; the rich are sent away empty. This has become our focus for this Advent season, a time in which we prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ through
reflection and examination. What can we take from these ancient words of praise? How can we use them to
prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ? These are heavy questions, and I’m so excited that the pageant
lines up with this theme in the Magnifcat. Alongside our pastors and worship leaders, our children will help
lead us in this reflection, and that indeed is a very special thing. I sincerely hope you are able to join us for the
pageant on December 11 at our 10:00 a.m. combined service, and I hope you listen for the message that they
will deliver.
God bless,
Kjirstin

Back in October our church
was asked to complete a Mission, and today a resounding
thank you goes out to our
church family for responding so
generously to our 2017 Stewardship, rightly named Mission
Possible. Through your generosity and faith, Southminster can work toward achieving its
mission to Connect with others, Grow in our spiritual lives
through worship, and Serve others following Jesus’ example.
If you have not yet had a chance to turn in your donation card,
there is still time. Simply fill out the card and drop it off in the
church office or in the collection plate on Sunday.
What is impossible with man is possible with God. Luke 18:27

Care Ministry /
Deacon of the
Month

Tom Manusos
847.290.0178
The Deacon’s ministry focuses on providing care, compassion, and love to
people. The focus of our ministry is having regular personal contact with Southminster members and those with special
needs. Deacons stay in touch with members who are going through difficult
times and provide support with meals
and care.
Your Care Ministry / Deacons for October are Edie Jendal and Wilma
Shull. Please contact either of them to
share your joys and concerns.

Christmas Decorating
On Saturday, November 26, approximately 40 people helped decorate the sanctuary, narthex, office, and outside of the church for Advent. There is plenty of beautiful decór to appreciate, not the least of which are150 créches placed throughout
the church from 40 countries. We invite you to browse the hallways and rooms that
hold these unique representations of Christ’s birth. May they bring about in you a
fresh and unique perspective as Christ is reborn in our hearts this Advent season.
Merry Christmas.

The Counseling Corner at Southminster
Making a Difference in our Community
If you want happiness, find gratitude, Steve Maraboli

As we start to close out the end of this year with thoughts of how busy we will be shopping,
decorating our homes, and preparing for Christmas, how does gratitude fit into our lives?
Accordingly to Barbara McNally, there are reasons gratitude is essential to good health. Many
of us will be going at top speed in December, trying to accomplish many things and writing
gift lists and to-do lists. During the rush, I am wondering where gratitude can be added each
and every day. We can keep it simple and focused. I am grateful for the gift of life, family,
friends, our Church leaders and members. I am sure if we think about it, we are grateful for
so much more. But we sometimes take things for granted. Perhaps we are grateful for our
veterans, medical care, warm houses, running water, the sun, and each other. Some of us
may remember as children making lists for Santa for the things we wanted, mostly material,
and if we did not receive those gifts, we were often disappointed. Some of the gifts mentioned above can last a lifetime. December can be a great time to discover, uncover, and discard things that appear to be so important, but when we take a good look, we find they are
not really at the top of our list. We can tap into a positive, grateful mindset.
To do this, we probably do not need a whole lot of convincing, but how about a glance at
some compelling reasons why gratitude can impact our health and well being. Gratitude
helps you sleep better. A recent article in Dr. Oz The Good Life cited a study by psychologist
Robert Emmons who found that people who made a gratitude list each night for three
weeks slept longer and were more refreshed on waking. This practice will work for anyone
because focusing on aspects of your life that inspire gratitude help push away negative
thoughts and worries that might disrupt your sleep. In his book Gratitude Works, Dr.
Emmons says that when we are attuned to the good in life and open to seeing positive aspects of negative situations, we are able to look at things in a different way. I would encourage you to find ways to practice gratitude that help you focus on the positives in your life.
And I would love to hear about them. Send your comments to me at cynthiaapelbaum@gmail.com.
An attitude of gratitude can make a difference
every day.

Justice Ministry Team Report on CRS Annual Membership Assembly
Community Renewal Society’s Annual Membership Assembly was held at St. Agatha Catholic Church in the
North Lawndale neighborhood of Chicago on November 12 and was attended by Cindy Greenwood, Linda
Waycie, and Ruth Van Witzenburg, members of Southminster’s Faith in Action Team.
The following are accomplishments the Society celebrated in 2015/2016:
Passage of four bills in the Illinois General Assembly that were signed into law, all of which provide increased employment opportunities for people with criminal records
Office of the Inspector General of Policing in Chicago to audit complaints against police and provide police oversight. This is an important first step to improving police accountability in Chicago, though
more needs to be done
Cook County Board has increased its budget for the county’s violence prevention grants. In conjunction
with that, Chief Judge Evans has committed to start a restorative justice pilot program in Cook County
Circuit Court
The platform for renewal for 2016-2017 is still being refined, but is focused on Violence Reduction, Police Accountability, and FORCE (Fighting to Overcome Records and Create Equality) so that there is more fairness in
employment and housing opportunities.
Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President, and Chief Judge Evans both addressed the assemblage. They
focused on their commitment to improving the situation in the county jail and bond bail reform, among other
things.
The assembly concluded with a rousing exhortation for the need to continue the fight to support justice and
reform.

Save these dates 2017!
Tuesdays, February 7, 14, 21 and 28
Racism: Why Should I Care?
A four-week series featuring guest speakers, films, and conversation
about racism and how it impacts us as individuals and as a faith community.
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
In members’ homes (to be announced)
Carpooling/rides available
Monday, January 16
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Assembly
Hosted by the Community Renewal Society
Honor the memory of Martin Luther King, Jr. with SPC's
Faith in Action team. Participate in morning prayer, worship,
and learning about CRS actions to ncrease racial justice in
the Chicago area and our state. Youth are welcome!
9:00 a.m. - Noon
St. Mark United Methodist Church
8441 S. St. Lawrence Ave., Chicago
We will carpool to the church
For more information about these events, please contact Faith in Action team leaders Linda Waycie at lwaycie@wowway.com, or Cindy Greenwood at cngrnwood@gmail.com

Report on the Chicago Presbytery Meeting
Pastor Liz, Mark Nokes, and Mary Kay Walsh attended the Chicago Presbytery meeting at the beautiful Northminster Presbyterian Church in Evanston on Saturday, November 19. Liz and Mary Kay participated in a group
meeting with our Regional churches, the Northwest Suburban I90 corridor churches.
Some highlights of the Presbytery meeting included the election of a new Presbytery Moderator for 2017,
John Chu. Reverend Chu has had an interesting journey before arriving at Faith Community Presbyterian
Church in Chicago. He was born in Seoul, Korea, moved with his parents to Seattle when he was three for a
short while, then returned to Seoul. His father joined the World Health Organization in Uganda during the
time of Idi Amin when John was a junior high student. Instability in Uganda resulted in two years in boarding
school in England and then back to Seattle for high school. Reverend Chu went to the University of Washington for his BA and Princeton University for Divinity training. Stop by Chef Ping in Rolling Meadows on Algonquin Road for a meal at a restaurant where Reverend Chu is part owner.
The Presbytery Business director, Eric Heinekamp, gave an enlightening speech on stewardship and charitable giving in the USA. Did you know that in 1985, 57% of Americans gave to churches; in 2015, that percentage dropped to 30%. As costs go up, people are giving less, which results in rising challenges. Thankfully, we
are ahead of the curve with our generosity campaign, Mission Possible.
Our group meeting with the Chicago Presbytery Council on Ministries was informative. A new way of organizing and informing the 100 or so churches in the Chicago Presbytery has resulted in dividing us into eight regions, from those in the far north to those in the far south. Included in our group are 15 churches from Barrington, Des Plaines, Chicago’s northwest side, Hoffman Estates, and Niles. Teaching and Ruling Elders met
and shared ideas and learned about the new organizational structure from Teaching Elder Pastor Judy Hockenberry and Ruling Elder Anne Warnke. If you would like to know more about the Chicago Presbytery and
Southminster’s relationship to it, please speak to our Teaching Elders, David and Liz, or our
elected Commissioners, Mark Nokes, Jean Reibel, and Mary Kay Walsh.

Crop Walk 2016
A big thank you to the hardy souls who joined
the 2016 Crop Walk for Hunger on October 23.
We raised $415.00 to help eliminate hunger in
our world. Thank you to all who donated
money to the fund.
The Mission Team

For Your Marriage
Are you compatible spenders/
savers? Being either an extreme spendthrift or miser can
put stress on your marriage.
Two spendthrifts are prone to
debt. Two misers have little
fun. Move to the middle if you
need to.
.
foryourmarriage.org

Hospitality – Getting Out of Our Own Way
Sociology is basically the study of how humans relate to other humans.
Of course, humans have developed many hundreds if not thousands of
unique cultures, so picking one way to relate to everyone isn’t that plausible, EXCEPT when it comes to food.
I’m not sure if we realize that the gospel of the Kingdom of God is a culture in and of itself. The reason Jesus
was so excited about sharing the Good News (gospel) was because it told the story that the way things are in
God’s original created order can be visible here, now. This is why Jesus said, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand” (Matt 4:17). He was declaring that a new way of life was available to anyone who would
stop living their way and instead live his way.
Heaven began to invade earth and the culture of the gospel started to ooze into our human cultures. And
since celebration, community, love, and food are in so much of God’s original design and heavenly reality, we
have to learn to see food, family, homes, friends, and community through this new gospel lens. Jesus’ gospel
culture gets to win over every culture—including our own.
This is why the scriptures say to “practice hospitality” (Rom 12:13). Practice implies we need to do a little work,
blow the dust off, wade in up to our ankles, and at least give it a try.
Picture in your mind what good ‘ol fashioned Midwestern values are. It’s probably safe to say that most people picture good, wholesome, church-going folk who live life in the context of family. Sounds great, right?
Well, as we were planting a church in Denver, we found these folks the toughest to move toward the mission
of God. What got in their way? Sunday dinners with their family.
Deb Hirsch, missiologist and culture expert, rightly explains the problem in her book Untamed:
“This is “our” space, and those we may “invite” into that space are carefully chosen based on whether they will
upset the delicate status quo, inconvenience us, or pose a threat to our perceived safety. In other words, visitors, especially strange ones, stress us out. . . . Culture has trumped our social responsibility; missional hospitality is seen as a threat, not as an opportunity to extend the kingdom. Our families and our homes should be
places where people can experience a foretaste of heaven, where the church is rightly viewed as a community of the redeemed from all walks of life. Instead, our fears restrict us from letting go of the control and
safety we have spent years cultivating.”
This is why I claim that party is a sacrament. Sacraments are those deep, long-held practices that hold the
church together and set her apart from the common fray. Like baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and marriage, I
think Jesus would say, “Oh, and add one more thing I really want you all to do if you’re going to be my disciples. I need you to throw the best parties on the block.”
_____________________________
Hugh Halter is a friend of Q Place and author of many books, including his latest small work, Happy Hour, Etiquette, and Advice on Holy Merriment. The above is an excerpt from that book.

