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August Worship 
August 7                                                                                                                     
Focus: Give us this day our daily bread 
Scripture: John 6:25-58 
Rev.  David Carlton 
The Sacrament of Communion 

 

August 14   Mission Trip Sunday                                             
Focus: Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us 
Scripture:  Matthew 18:21-35 
Children and Youth Ministry Coordinator, Kjirstin Almos  
 

August 21                                                                                    
Focus: Lead us not into temptation 
Scripture:  1 Corinthians 10:13, James 1:13-14 
Rev. David Carlton 
 

August 28                                                                                     
Focus: Deliver us from Evil 
Scripture:   Luke 8:26-37 
Rev. David Carlton 



It has truly been a wonderful summer so far as we come to the final weeks before the fall 
starts up. As I write this, our high school students are on a Mission Trip in West Virginia.  We 
had a fun time at the Boomers Game on July 23 – dodging raindrops as best we could!  We 
have been inspired during the education hour by testimonies from members and staff, wel-
comed new members, and installed new officers. Our God is very good… all the time! 
 

We are now halfway through our summer series on the Lord’s Prayer, and I am grateful to 
Rev. Susan Peterson for starting us off so well! I hope you are enjoying the summer worship as Traditional and 
Contemporary groups have come together. Remember that the sermons are on our website if you happen to 
miss a Sunday! 
 

We will be concluding the summer season the same way we began it, with a Jazz Service led by the Bruce 
Blanck Trio on September 11. Then following the service, we will be enjoying a wonderful time of fellowship 
outside under the tent for our Church Picnic. Additional music by the Bruce Blanck Trio will be provided while 
we dine. In addition to food, fellowship, and music, we will have a number of activities for our children to par-
ticipate in as well as some games for adults! Keep an eye out for more information in the bulletin in the weeks 
ahead. 
 

September 18 will begin our fall schedule, and Traditional and Contemporary Worship will return to its 9:00 
and 11:00 times respectively along with our mid-hour education. We will be continuing the Narrative Lection-
ary sermon focus again this fall…with a twist!  
 

Finally, the Contemporary Worship Director search team has been hard at work these past couple of months. I 
am delighted to share with you that the search has come to a close with the hiring of Susan Thompson as our 
new CMD! Susan will be joining our church staff on Tuesday, September 6, just in time for the beginning of 
fall. Prior to serving with us, Susan was the Minister of Worship at Trinity Lutheran Church in Rolling Mead-
ows. She will be a great addition to our very talented staff, and I am looking forward to working with her this 
year! 
  

It is a great joy to be able to serve with you in ministry here at Southminster Presbyterian Church. May these 
last weeks of summer be a blessing for you as we prepare for what God has in store for us this fall. And as al-
ways…I’ll see you in Church! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor David 

Dear Family of Faith at SPC, 

The Counseling Corner at Southminster 
Making a Difference in our Community 

I want to thank eveyone who came out in June and participated in the first of many discus-
sions that will be offered at Southminster. We engaged individually and as a group to pro-
vide information on challenges with teenagers and how to have open communication dur-
ing the adolescent years. One topic was “Building bridges not walls.” Parents were given 10 
tips for raising teenagers. I believe this resulted in parents feeling more connected and able 
to express themselves through dialogue. 
 

Our next topic will be depression. Please join us for an introduction followed by support and 
discussion. Topics will include symptoms of depression, how to recognize depression, and 
some suggestive ideas of how to cope with depression. 
 

This discussion will meet Tuesday, October 25, from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. at Southminster. Please 
RSVP to Cynthia  Apelbaum  LPC  CADC at cynthiaapelbaum@gmail.com or call 
847.774.4623. 
   We will be victorious if we have not forgotten how to learn  

          --Rosa Luxemburg 



 
 

 

This summer we continue to have a meaningful focus on prayer each week, as we examine 

the Lord’s Prayer in our summer sermon series. We are all so familiar with the Lord’s Prayer 

that we often rush through it without really thinking about what we are praying for when 

we recite it. Crucial to the prayer is that within it we pray as a community for the community. 

There are actually no individual petitions in this prayer because essential to it is an under-

standing that we are members of one another as followers of Christ. 
 

This summer we have asked that we each try to stop at 8 p.m. each night and spend a minute praying for our 

country and the world during these important times. If praying each night at 8 p.m. is too much, start by do-

ing this on Sunday nights and then slowly add another night each week. We have also asked you to read Je-

sus’ Sermon on the Mount, found in Matthew chapters 5-7. The Lord’s Prayer is given to his disciples in the 

middle of the Sermon on the Mount and the sermon describes how we are to live as people of God’s king-

dom. The values of God’s kingdom are often at odds with the values of our kingdoms and so the Sermon on 

the Mount instructs us on how to live as kingdom people. 
 

So as the summer winds to a close, let’s prepare to enter the fall with new knowledge and connection as we 

pray the Lord’s Prayer and recommit ourselves to live as people of the kingdom.    
 

In Christ, 
 

The Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson 

Dear Friends 

Music 
Games 

Face Painting 
Bouncy House 

and More! 

Featuring the Bruce Blanck Quartet! 
Sunday, September 11 

Jazz worship 9:30-10:30 
Jazz picnic 10:30-1:30  

The main dish and drinks will be provided. 
Please bring a salad, side, or dessert to share!  

Sign up 

on the 

kiosk! 

Questions? Email Mark Nokes at  mnokes@ameritech.net or call 847.828.0273.  





“Growing in Grace Women’s Bible Study” is offering an 8-session study on Beth Moore’s 
book  James: Mercy Triumphs. We will meet every other Tuesday, beginning September 
20, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

Get to know the man and the book of James. James, Jesus’ own brother, started out a 
skeptic. See how one glimpse of the resurrected Savior turned an unbeliever into a disci-
ple. Studying the book of James will lead to a deeper awareness of the implications of 
faith. Be inspired to put your faith into action in practical ways. Join us as we explore such 
concepts as joy, hardship, faith, wisdom, single-mindedness, the tongue, humility, and 
prayer. 
 

No Bible study experience is required. Childcare is available upon request. Workbooks cost $13.00 - Scholar-
ships are available. SPC Contacts: Kathy Erickson 847.297.8360 or Barb Barker barbaraqbarker@hotmail.com. 

 Heart of a Woman Bible Study 

 

Join three vision leaders:  Mary Schaller, Jeff Klein, Hugh Halter 
for a one-day event designed to equip and empower you to build 

relationships with people in your community. 

 
           Date: Friday, October 14 or Saturday, October 15 

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 Where: Western Springs Baptist Church, Western Springs, Il 60558 
        (Carpooling Available) 
 Cost: discount price $25.00 includes lunch 
 
Sign up on the Kiosk. Make your checks payable to Southminster Presbyterian and give to 
Kathy Erickson or place your check in a labeled envelope and put it in Todd Peterson’s church 
mailbox.    
 
For more information or if you have questions, email Kathy Erickson at Lievph@aol.com. 

On Tuesday, September 20, from 1:30 – 3:00, Heart of a Woman begins a study of 
Ephesians. This 11-week study written by Andrew T. & Phyllis J. Le Peau will meet 
every Tuesday. Join us as we discuss the Words of God found in Ephesians. This is a 
small group experience facilitated by Jean Ward. Workbooks are $5.60.  
 

For more information, email Jean Ward at jeanlward6107@wowway.com or call 
847.259.6255  

Growing in Grace Women’s Bible Study 



Welcome, New Southminster Members 

Barbara Schwarting has been attending Southminster Presbyterian Church since Father's 

Day 2008. Her husband, Bob, wanted to try the church across the street. They both were 

immediately impressed with the energy and friendliness they encountered at that first ser-

vice. Since that time, Bob has passed away; his life was celebrated at Southminster. Bar-

bara has served on the Worship Team and as Worship Assistant from time to time at the 

9:00 hour. Her family is scattered: her oldest son, Gary, lives with his family in Dusseldorf, 

Germany, where he and his wife are teachers at the International School at Dussel-

dorf; Bill, her second son, lives in Arlington Heights with is family and has enjoyed services 

at SPC. Her third son, Thomas, lives with his wife in Monterey, California. Barbara has family who live locally 

as well as in wonderful places to visit. Barbara feels very happy and blessed to finally become an official mem-

ber of Southminster after eight years of thinking and praying about it. 

Baptism Announcement 

 
We are happy to announce the baptism of Lydia Bailey Leffelman. 
Lydia was baptized at Southminster on Sunday, June 24.  
 
Lydia is the daughter of our new members Buzz and Jessie Leffel-
man and sister of Chelsea. Please congratulate the family when 
you see them at church. 

Raised by Jewish parents in Chicago, Jan and Chuck Tossman first met in high 
school, but didn’t start dating until twenty years later. They instantly fell in love, 
married, and Chuck stepped in to help raise Jan’s three young children. More re-
cently, they’ve been blessed with two beautiful grandsons. Both Jan and Chuck are 
former elementary school teachers. Together they built a successful insurance 
agency, but left that career twenty years ago to start their current “retirement” busi-
ness – a mobile small engine repair service. Taking Christ into their hearts over five 
years ago, Jan and Chuck began their spiritual journey that led them to Southmin-
ster on Easter Day of this year. They immediately immersed themselves into many 

aspects of church life, including their first retreat, Bible studies, Q Place, and service. Chuck’s passions are 
working out at the gym and day trading. By God’s grace, he has been a cancer survivor for over three 
years. Jan is an advocate for equal rights for the GLBT community and enjoys cooking, mahjongg, and chari-
table quilting. She’s excited about starting a sewing ministry right here at Southminster in the fall. Jan and 
Chuck reside in Arlington Heights. 



Habitat House Blessing 

Dear Southminster Friends, 

All the hard work is done! We have completed work on an-

other Spring of Life Habitat home at 519 Enterprise Street in 

Elgin. Everyone is invited to join us at the house for our House 

Blessing on Saturday, August 13, 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. 

Thank you all for the wonderful support, 
cards, flowers, and food as I was recovering 
from a hospitalization.  We are so comforted 
to have such a caring church family. 
  
 - Bart and Charlotte Hunsicker 

GEM
3
 

If you haven’t already done so, please put November 4, 5, and 
6 on your calendar and plan to be a part of GEM3. We will 
serve 21 homes and families that weekend. If you are unable 
to perform manual labor at these homes, we can also use help 
with food, deliveries, and prayer. 
 

You can sign up on October 9, 16, or 23 between services 
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. The GEM3 pamphlet will be in the 
September issue of The Spire. 

For Your Marriage 

Writing pro-
vides time and 
space for deep 
reflections that 
may be hard to 
express verbally 
or in the mo-

ment. Consider keeping a jour-
nal where you and your 
spouse can write to each other 
privately. 
 
foryourmarriage.org 

The Wheeling Township Food Pantry is in need of the follow-
ing items during August. Thank you for your help.   
 

 Carrots 
 Jelly 
 Peanut Butter 
 Peas 
 Soup 

Hunger is not an issue of charity. It is an issue of justice - Jacques Diouf 


