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May 8 - Mother’s Day Reverend LaDonna Sanders Nkosi 
Preaching on:  1 Corinthians 15:1-11, 1 Corinthians 15:12-22 

 

Rev. LaDonna Sanders Nkosi is convening pastor for The Gathering Chicago, a new prayer and local/global 
service community forming in Chicago. She is founder and president of Ubuntu Global Village Foundation 
International which builds relationships and partnerships between churches in the U.S. and South Africa 
through prayer and service for the healing of the nations. Rev. LaDonna is a contributing writer for 
the Christian Century and for McCormick Theological Seminary publications. She holds a Master of Divinity 
degree from McCormick Theological Seminary, an M.A. in African American studies and women’s studies from 
DePaul University, and a Bachelor of Journalism degree from the University of Missouri - Columbia. 
 

May 15 - Pentecost Sunday Reverend Susan Duff Peterson 
Preaching on Acts 2:1-4 

 

Susan’s first career was spent in the Human Resources field. Twenty-three years later, she attended seminary 
part-time while serving her church in Leesburg, Virginia, as the Director of Older Adult and Youth Ministries. 
She completed her M. Div. from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in 2007. During her seminary stud-
ies, she served as an intern at Presbyterian Homes in Evanston and now serves as Campus Chaplain at the 
Moorings of Arlington Heights. Susan was ordained in 2013 and happily resides in Arlington Heights with her 
husband, Jim, and their two dogs, Linus and Lucy. 
  

May 22 - New members at 9:00 and Infant Baptism at 11:00 Reverend Richard Havard 
Preaching on 2 Cor 1:1-11, John 14:25-27 

 

Rich is the campus pastor at A New and Inclusive Ministry at the University of Illinois, Chicago. A native South-
erner, Rich grew up in Gloster, Mississippi, a small town with a population of 960. After calling Alabama and 
Georgia home for the past seven years, Rich moved to Chicago in 2014 to work at Urban Village Church and 
is enjoying building roots in this great city. He feels called by God to create faith communities where all peo-
ple are both truly welcome and invited to follow Jesus with all they've got. Most days you'll find him drinking 
way too much coffee and chatting with all sorts of people about how God’s ridiculous love fuels and inspires 
our lives. If he's not doing that, he's likely spending quality time with quality friends or watching SEC football.  
 

May 29 - Memorial Day Weekend - One service at 9:30  Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson 
Preaching on 2 Cor 2:1-10, Matthew 18:21-22 

May Worship 



Self-deprecation can be disarm-
ing. Tell a silly story about your-
self from your youth. If you 
have children, they may be re-
lieved that you made mistakes, 
too. Teens often appreciate the 
role reversal. It might even gen-
erate an evening of reminiscing.  

 
 
 
 
foryourmarriage.org 

Faith, Hope and Love 
1 Cor 13:12-13 
  
2 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 
know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love. 

 
Dear friends, 
 
Spring has finally sprung! This month we continue celebrating the resurrection of Jesus by focusing on faith, 
hope, and love!  On May 1 we had a powerful worship service where our four wonderful confirmands Noah 
Morton, Erin Behls, Alex Espino and Lucas Fahnoe made their public profession of faith and were confirmed 
as members in the church. 
 
We were each challenged in that service to think about our own baptism. Are we living the life that Christ 
wants to live in us? What does it mean for you to be a disciple of Jesus and how do you live that out every 
day? How will you share Christ’s love this month with those around you? 
 
This month we also have the opportunity to focus on faith and hope, as we prepare for the arrival of our new 
Interim Pastor, David Carlton, on June 1. Change and transitions are a part of life that bring not only sadness 
but also new possibilities and growth. As we have put our faith and hope in God, He has been faithful to this 
congregation and is leading us into the exciting next chapter of ministry and mission here at Southminster! 
New life and promises abound as we will have a baptism on May 22 at the 11:00 service and accept new 
members at 9:00! We also have spring clean-up day this Saturday May 7 from 8:00-Noon. Please come and 
help! So this month put into action your faith, hope, and love in the Lord, as we prepare for a season of new 
growth and possibility! 
 
Faithfully, 
 
The Reverend Elizabeth (Liz) Nickerson 
Associate Pastor 
Temporary Head of Staff 
 

Doorways—May 15 from 9:45—10:55 a.m. 

This is a class where we explore 
community life at Southminster 
along with the history and beliefs of 
the Presbyterian Church. While this 
class is a prerequisite for church 
membership, everyone is welcome 
to come and learn more about the 
church whether or not you are con-
sidering membership. Join us on in 
the lower-level Community Room on 
May 15 from 9:45 – 10:55. Learn 
about the church and meet some 
new faces!  Please RSVP to Mark 
Nokes at mnokes@ameritech.net  

Hope 
Love

 
Faith   

For Your Marriage 



Please help Southminster get ready for warmer weather on 
Saturday, May 7 from 8:00 a.m.- Noon. We need many hands 
to help put 40 pounds of mulch on the lawn, prepare the 
grounds for spring flowers, and raise the tent. All ages are 
welcome. Parents please accompany and assist younger 
children. We’ll start at 8:00 a.m. sharp with coffee and rolls. 

SPC Spring Clean up 

The mission team recently granted me $100 for my homeless 
project and has suggested I spread the word to everybody: 
 

Please come to my charitable garage sale at 419 S. Ojibiwa Trail 
in Mt. Prospect on May 20, 21, and 22 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Proceeds will benefit the Willow Creek Care Center, our 
homeless project, and care packages for our soldiers. We have 
an enormous amount of items for sale so please stop by. You 
won't be disappointed. If you have questions, call Nita Brandon 
at 847.708.0109. 
 

This project started at my garage sale when a woman asked us 
if we had heard of the purse ministry. She said you fill purses 

with needed items and give them to homeless women. So we took purses from the sale and filled them with 
hats, gloves, scarves, shirts, blankets, toiletries, snacks, etc. Whatever we could think of. Then we drove into 
the city to the Pacific Garden Mission and gave out the purses as well as some extra blankets we had. We 
quickly realized that we needed to do much more. So the next time, we took bags for both men and women 
along with cups of chili and 80 burgers. This last time we packed 50 bags and made pasta and brought bur-
gers. We plan on going again in June after our sale in May.  What you do for the least. ❤ 

419 S. Ojibiwa Trail Mt. Prospect  

The Pentecost Offering is one of 
four Special Offerings of the PCUSA 
and is about helping young people 
begin life with a strong start—a 
solid foundation in faith formed 
from childhood through young 

adulthood. Gifts to this offering unite young people 
in Christ and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, 
and unique gifts with the church and the world. Sixty 
percent of the funds contributed will be remitted to 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency to support the fol-
lowing: 
 

• Young Adult Volunteers program 
• Ministries with Youth program 
• Education and advocacy for children at risk 
through the “Educate a Child: Transform the World” 
initiative 

 

Forty percent of the funds will be retained by our 
church to spend on child and youth oriented initia-
tives of our own choosing. 

The mission team would like to remind you to 
think about which Individual Mission Initiative you 
would like to be involved in this year. If you’re still 
trying to decide, here’s a suggestion: 
 

Escorted Transportation Service Northwest (ETS/
NW) is a not-for-profit organization that provides 
transportation for local seniors to their crucial 
medical appointments. They are in need of volun-
teer drivers who are willing to share their time to 
provide this “ministry on wheels” within our com-
munity. This is a very flexible volunteer opportu-
nity; you can drive as little or as often as you like. 
 

To learn more about this organization, check them 
out at www.etsnw.org or call 847.222.9331. We 
hope you’ll consider this as your Individual Mission 
Project. 
 

Sandy Pifer & Jean Walker 

Pentecost Offering  Initiative 







Welcome Interim Pastor David Matthew Carlton . . . Coming June 1 

Pastor David Carlton brings a wide range of educational and field experiences to his min-
istry.  He received a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies in 1995 from Westmont College 
in Santa Barbara, California.  He continued his education, graduating from Princeton 
Theological Seminary in 2002.  In 2011, he began his PhD at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School in Deerfield and expects to receive his degree in the next year.  Some highlights 
of his continuing education include Creativity and Innovation in Leadership (Trinity, 
2014), Small Group Ministry Training at Willow Creek (2005, ’06, ‘07), and Change and 
Conflict Management (Trinity, 2012).  
 

In addition to his current position at Palos Park Presbyterian Community Church 
as Associate Pastor for Nurture and Discipleship, David has taught Biblical Lan-
guages at Trinity, worked in Youth Ministries in California and New Jersey. He 
also served as a Hospital Chaplain in Princeton, New Jersey.  David is a founder of 
the Southwest Suburban Chicago Stephen Leaders Network, and some of his 
other current activities include serving on the Board of Directors for PLOWS 
Council on Aging, serving as Chair of the Chicago Presbytery Recruiting and 
Nominating Task Force as well as Co-Presenter for the Stephen Ministry Leader-

ship Seminars, Samaritan Interfaith Counseling 
Center in Naperville.   
 
His past experiences speak to his interests in 
youth and senior citizen ministries, but in his 
leadership role at PPPCC, he has developed a vibrant evangelism program 
and stepped in as Temporary Head of Staff upon the retirement of the senior 
pastor at PPPCC.  During this eight-month period, he also led a successful 
stewardship campaign, an all-church small group program, and a commu-
nity outreach event. 
 

David’s interest in senior citizen service comes from the Biblical directive to honor our father and mother; he 
believes that this applies not only to young children but also adult chil-
dren of aging parents who should honor and care for them. His advo-
cating for the Stephen Ministry program is an outgrowth of this phi-
losophy.   
 
David’s friends and colleagues describe him as a bright, thoughtful 
hard worker and an outstanding listener who engenders confidence 
in other people.  His heartfelt sermons provide insight into his beliefs.  
David’s wife Jane shares his interests in service to others and works in 
Marriage and Family Counseling.  Her divinity degree is also from 
Princeton where she and David met. She continued her education at 
Northwestern University where she obtained a Master’s Degree in 
Marital and Family Therapy.  Jane and David have two children, Kathe-
rine age 4 and Liam age 6.  They are looking forward to relocating to Arlington Heights where they will be 
closer to Jane’s parents, who live in Glenview. 
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Reprinted from the April issue of The Spire 



Women’s Retreat 

"Living Proof Live" with speaker and bible study teacher Beth Moore along 

with featured soloist Travis Cottrel is coming to the Sears Center Arena on 

Saturday, September 17, 2016. We hope all interested women can join us for 

this special women’s retreat.  
 

There is an early registration price of $59.00 if we purchase our tickets by 

Tuesday, May 17. We already have 20 women signed up from our "Growing 

in Grace Bible Study," but all women of the church are invited to at-

tend. There is a signup sheet on the Discipling table in the hall near the 

church office.  Carpooling will be available. 
 

For more information, please contact Kathy Erickson (Lievh@aol.com) 

Thank You, Southminster 

Grace Unfolding Yoga meets each Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at Southmin-
ster, and one of its goals is to donate a portion of the class fee to sup-
port local mission work. 
 

This spring, by the suggestion of Southminster’s mission team, the class 
donated $400 to Leslie’s Place in Chicago, a transitional home for 
women recently released from prison.  Job training, counseling, and 
spiritual support are just some of what Leslie’s Place provides. The Grace Unfolding participants also wrote 
notes of encouragement to the 16 women currently housed there. 
 

Last winter, Grace Unfolding donated grocery gift cards and wrote Christmas cards to residents of Faith Com-
munity Homes, an Arlington Heights organization that provides housing and mentoring for families in need. 
 

Grace Unfolding welcomes all levels and combines Scripture, prayer, and Christian music for a unique yoga 
experience. For more information, contact registered yoga instructor and Southminster member Kathy Gu-
donis at kagudonis@gmail.com. 
 
SPC also offers yoga on Thursday mornings at 9:15. Please join registered yoga instructor Nancy Sieh and start 
your day off with a smile! 

Yoga Class Donates to Local Missions  

Our Successful All Church Retreat 
Once again the members of SPC showed 
their strong support for the programs of the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency through partici-
pation in the 2016 Special Offerings 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing $4,641.00 
Pentecost Offering    2,279.00 
Peace & Global Witness    1,729.00 
Joy Offering       4,978.00 
Presbyterian Disaster Relief 
(Special Plea)       1,092.00 
   
   Total   $14,719.00 
 
 
Well done, Southminster,  and thank you 
from your Mission Team. 

At The Moorings on 
April 9, many peo-
ple came and en-
joyed our all church 
retreat "Stories that 
Connect Us: The Art 
of Sharing Our 
Story and God's 
Story" and heard 

Mary Schaller's message, testimonies from Jean Ward, Susan Peter-
son, Sam Leopardo, Dennis Rich, and Kathy Erickson, music from 
Wayne Ahlquist and Jim Peterson, and people’s small group shar-
ing. Over 70 people attended, including our friends from Living 
Christ Lutheran Church and Quest Church. It was a day of rich 
blessings. In response to the retreat, about 12 people signed up for 
a three-week evening gathering on "The Arts of Spiritual Conversa-
tions": learning how Jesus ministered by noticing, praying, and 
listening to people. 


