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10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Paths of Righteousness - Psalm 23:3 
Rev. David Carlton 
 The Sacrament of Communion 
 The Sacrament of Baptism 
 
10:00 Contemporary Worship 
Valley of Shadow; Comfort of the Rod and Staff - Psalm 23:4 
Rev. David Carlton 
 
10:00 Contemporary Worship 
The Table and the House of the Lord - Psalm 23:5-6 
Rev. David Carlton 
 
10:00 Traditional Worship 
Psalm 5 - The Majesty of God 
Rev. David Carlton 
 
10:00 Traditional Worship 
Waiting Patiently for the Lord - Psalm 40 
Rev. Elizabeth Nickerson 
 

July 2 
 
 
 
 
 
July 9 
 
 
 
July 16 
 
 
 
July 23 
 
 
 
July 30 



Happy Fourth of July! I hope that all of you are enjoying your summertime and staying cool.  
July is often a time for family time and vacations. If that’s what’s in store for you, may your time 
be blessed. At SPC we are moving forward on a number of fronts this summer that I am very 
excited about. The next two weeks will see the start of our re-roofing project for the Sanctuary.  
This is a big job that has been in the works for a long time; I am thrilled to see us tackling it now.  

Don’t worry, the Sanctuary will be open on Sunday mornings, but we will give the organ a break for the next 
month, as it is sealed up tight to protect it from construction dust. Please pray for our property team during 
this busy month and especially for safety for the roofers! 
 

We are building and learning this month. As the roof gets a face lift, we will be revitalizing our faith together. 
During Adult Education, we will be exploring the Big Questions of Faith with our Discipling Team. Plan on 
joining us immediately after worship in the upcoming weeks for those conversations. Our Stephen Ministry 
training is also moving forward this summer. Please keep those dedicated men and women in your prayers as 
they prepare to offer distinctively Christian care to those in need this fall. 
 

Last month we elected two new deacons to serve SPC for the coming three years. Thank you to John Erickson 
and Kathy Pfleeger for answering the call to serve. Please keep our elders and deacons in your prayers as they 
lead the congregation in serving our Lord this coming year. The Nominating Committee is still accepting 
names for the Pastoral Nominating Committee. That group will be put before 
the congregation in early Fall to be voted upon and begin their work.  
 

In worship for the next two months, we will be enjoying “Summer in the 
Psalms!” The next three Sundays will see us continuing through Psalm 23. 
Then we will branch out to some of the other beautiful Psalms in the Psalter. 
 

Have a wonderful July, and as always…  I’ll see you in church! 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor David 

It’s that time of year again. August is Southminster’s Meals on Wheels month when we 
provide drivers to deliver meals to those who are housebound. And we need your 
help. You can sign up to deliver just one time or as often as you would like. A delivery 
usually takes about an hour. There is a sign up sheet on the kiosk in our church’s Wel-
come Area or you can call Ellen Riggs at 847.346.5167 if you can help. Thank you. 

Meals on Wheels 

Dear Family of Faith at SPC, 

Sign up to be a Greeter! 

We need greeters during July and August to welcome our church 
family and visitors as they come to worship on Sunday mornings. 
You can sign up to greet with a spouse, a friend, or your entire fam-
ily. We ask that you be ready to greet people by 9:40 a.m. in the 
Welcome Area at the top of the stairs. Please sign up on the kiosk 
in the Welcome Area or call one of the Deacons of the Month to let 
them know of your interest. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathy Pfleeger  David McCallum 
847.577.2437      847.797.1778  
 
 
Doris Chute  Ellen Riggs 
847.619.8314  847.660.4999 

Do you have an incom-
plete ‘to-do’ list from 
earlier in the year? 
Brainstorm a new list 

for the remaining summer months 
with your spouse. 
 
foryourmarriage.org 

For Your Marriage 

July Deacons 

August Deacons 



Dear Friends, 

This summer during worship we are journeying through the psalms together. We’ve been look-
ing at Psalm 23, which describes the life journey of King David and what it means to follow 

God. David encounters many hardships, but by following God, he is able to face whatever comes his way be-
cause he is following the path of God that ultimately leads to wholeness. With the advent of Twitter and Face-
book, the question of whom each of us follows and where they are leading us has taken on new meaning. 
David knew God personally, and you and I can too. David trusted that wherever he went on his journey 
through life that God was with him and that is what gave him strength. If you 
want to further develop your relationship with God, consider attending our sum-
mer Adult Education series, Explore God.  It meets each Sunday in July after wor-
ship from 11:00 to 12:00. Childcare is available. This Sunday we will look at the 
question “Is there a God?” This summer let Psalm 23 take on new meaning as we 
Explore God together. 
 

Blessings! 

The Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want, He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

He leads me beside still waters, He restores my soul.” Psalm 23:1-3.  

Argument has become a way of life in our modern world. If you are a Democrat, you should argue with a Re-
publican. If you are white, you should argue with a black. Everyone is yelling, screaming, posting, tweeting, 
scared to death to be caught flat-footed without a well-defined opinion. In our mad scramble to formulate 
and fortify our opinions, usually in a cozy atmosphere with like-minded people, little to no time is left for listen-
ing to the opinions of others, especially to those who have opposing views. But as history reminds us time 
and time again, when no one is listening, great danger is usually knocking at the door. And when everyone is 
talking at once, how can anyone hear who's knocking at the door? 
 

Jesus always took time to listen to the Father. He never wanted to do anything on his own. Jesus was the ulti-
mate good listener. Just as Jesus listened to the Father, we are encouraged by Scripture to listen to Him. The 
Bible tells us that if we listen to God, he will guide, fulfill, and empower our wills and lives. He will also give us 
the ability through his Holy Spirit to listen intently and lovingly to others. No one lived more fully or abun-
dantly than Jesus. He always listened to the Father before speaking or acting. As the Apostle John wrote in 
his Gospel, "Jesus said to them (his disciples), 'Very truly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing on his own, but 
only what he sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise....I can do nothing 
on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is just, because I seek to do not my own will but the will of 
him who sent me'" (John 5:19,30). 
 

When people do not feel heard, they usually become angry, and some become violent. Much strife in our 
world today is the result of people not taking the time to listen to one another. Listening is love, and love is 
listening. When people feel as if no one is taking the time to listen to them and hear their story, great distress 
develops in their souls. Loving thy neighbor as thy self requires a discipline of listening. You cannot love your 
neighbors if you are not taking the time to listen to them. 
 

Listening requires genuinely being interested in other people. It means resisting the temptation to think only 
about one’s self. It requires the discipline of quieting our own tongue so we can hear the heartbeat of other 
souls. It means being more like Jesus. To the degree we listen, we can be used by God as peacemakers in our 
own families, towns, countries and world. The opposite of divisiveness is unity, and unity is the most important 
ingredient of community. For these reasons, the Apostle Paul wrote these famous words to the people in Phi-
lippi; "Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others" (Philippians 2:3-4). 
 
 

Adapted from “The Importance of Listening” by Dan McNerney. 

Is Anyone Listening? 





Explore God 

  
 Central Road’s  

Kids and Youth ages 5 - 13 are 

invited to join us for 

a relaxed, jammin' time 

learning and singing songs. 

Join Us! 

Camp will meet in the sanctuary 

11:00—noon on the following dates: 
 

 

 Parents are welcome to join their children 

in singing and praising God!   

July 9 

July 16 

August 6 

August 27 

September 10 

RSVP Sue at sue@spcah.org 

Then, after dropping the kids off at Central Road’s Summer Music Camp, come join us for our spiritually in-
quisitive discipling series: Explore God. In this summer series, Adult Discipling will focus on the big questions 
people have about faith. Have you had questions about God that you were afraid to ask? Explore God Discus-
sion Groups are a safe environment where group members can seek credible answers to challenging spiritual 
questions. We will discuss some of the most intriguing questions people have about God, faith, religion, and 
the Bible.  
 

You are invited to the 11:10 a.m. Discipling time in the chapel for the following discussion topics: 
 

July 9  Is there a God? 

 Chuck Tossman – facilitating 

July 16  Can I know God Personally? 

 Bob Erickson – facilitating 

July 23  Is Christianity Too Narrow in our Culture? 
 Jean Ward – facilitating 

July 30  Is the Bible Reliable? 
 Dennis Rich – facilitating 

August 6  Is Jesus Really God? 

 Chuck Tossman – facilitating     
 

Explore God is a resource for everyone because none of us has it all figured out. Everyone is invited to join us 
for this engaging series. If you have any questions, please email Jean Ward at jeanlward6107@wowway.com.  





Additional youth events 
will be on the following nights: 



Dear friends, 

June 19-22 were pretty busy days at Southminster when over 50 kids participated in this year’s 
Vacation Bible School, Safari to Tanzania! Check out the pictures on the Children’s page in this 
Spire or look on Facebook to see just what this VBS looked like.  
 

All of the lessons this year came from cultural aspects of Tanzania and were matched with a 
Bible lesson. On the first night, kids learned about hospitality because hospitality is important in 

Tanzania. They also learned about Abraham’s radical hospitality and showed hospitality to others through an 
Operation Christmas Child mission project. The second night was about names, including Tanzanian names 
and greetings, the story of Jesus changing Simon’s name to Peter, and making acrostics with names that 
showed how special each of us is. The third night involved learning how Jesus came for everyone, no matter 
who you are! The Samaritan woman at the well told the kids how Jesus accepted her even though she was 
different. The kids also completed a science experiment to learn that through Jesus’ living water we are pro-
tected from sin. On the last night, we learned about worshipping God, which is very important to Tanzanian 
Christians. The kids were “arrested” so they could meet Paul and Silas in jail, praise God, and then get let go 
through an earthquake. They also made “sifa mats” (praise mats) to take home as a reminder to worship God 
every day. 
 

This VBS, of course, could not have happened without the many volunteers involved. We welcomed a num-
ber of new youth crew guides who did a fantastic job working with the kids. We had wonderful adult leaders 
teaching stations, and plenty of people working in the kitchen to make meals and snacks. As the director, I 
stand back in amazement and watch the “VBS Machine” take over. There are so many moving parts, stations, 
and behind-the-scene elements that work together to create a successful event. I am so grateful for every per-
son who helped in any way, and I am so thankful to God that Southminster had the chance to work with 
these kids! 
 

God bless, 

Kjirstin 

Youth Choir News 
 

 

What an amazing time we had singing with the kids at VBS! I was truly energized by their enthusiasm. As I 
reflect on this VBS week, I am reminded of my own beginnings in music. My mom would sing to me when I 
was very young. Then in grade school I joined the Children’s Church Choir directed by Mrs. Jeanine May. She 
taught me that music was fun, creative, and joyful! She also taught me to sing out! She eventually put three 
other girls and me together, and we became a folk group called The Messengers. My experience with my 
high school choir director was also life changing. Jerry Swanson taught me that you should not settle for me-
diocre, but instead be passionate and give it your all. While in high school, I directed the Cherub Choir at 
church, and later when I had my own children, I became the Youth Choir Director. Now, as I stand before you 
leading worship, I hope you will be able to imagine me for a moment as a little girl whose life was changed by 
the adults who taught me about music, joy, passion, and striving to be all that God intends! God calls all of us 
to touch the lives of those around us, according to the gifts He has given each of us! 
 

As Central Road Music Camp prepares to begin, I hope that we will be able to do the same types of things for 
the children and youth who come to sing with us! Our camp will meet Sundays in the sanctuary from 11:00 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m., immediately following worship on the following dates: July 9, 16 and August 6, 27. And we 
just added a fifth date, September 10, just before our annual picnic begins. The children and youth will then 
sing for us at Contemporary worship on September 17 at 11:00 a.m. 
 

We are planning many different ways to bring music into the lives of our kids and to involve them more in our 
weekly worship services. I am excited about this new opportunity, and I hope you are too. We hope you’ll in-
vite family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers to bring their children to our summer music camp. It’s gonna to 
be a jammin’, joyful good time! 
 

Joyfully, 

Sue Thomson 



Thank you, 
Sunday School Teachers 

On June 18, we honored all of our Sunday 
school teachers for their wonderful work with 
children and youth ministry this year. Pictured 
above are teachers Andy Topps (back row left) 
and Fritz Michaelis (center) and the Grapple 
Sunday school class with Grapple alumni. We 
also celebrated Fritz's retirement from teaching.   
 
(Teachers not pictured: Rachel Erickson, King-
dom Doors; Reenea Prasil, Kingdom Doors; 
Cathleen Freels, Youth; Dennis Rich, Youth.) 

Every member and friend of Southminster is assigned to a parish which is overseen by two deacons. Deacons 
can bring meals to you when you are sick, help provide transportation if needed, pray with you about a con-
cern, or connect you with other resources at the church. Please call or email the deacon of 
the month who can connect you with our caring ministry and your deacon.  

Care Ministry / Deacons of the Month 

Kathy Pfleeger 
847.577.2437 

Your Care Ministry/Deacons for July. 

David McCallum 
847797.1778 

Doris Chute 
847.619.8314 

Ellen Riggs 
847.660.4999 

Your Care Ministry/Deacons for August. 

Love is the Greatest Adventure . . . 

You are invited to the wedding ceremony of Laura Mendelson 
and Jame Upshaw at Southminster on Friday, August 4, 2017, 
at 5:00 p.m. Laura and Jame would like to extend an invitation 
to their entire church family to celebrate this joyous ceremony 
that joins their lives. 
 

No RSVP is necessary. If you are able to attend, please come to 
wish them well on their new life together. 





Time to Connect 
Three years ago I wrote an article called “Summer Welcoming” where I personally wondered, “By the end of 
the summer, will I know my neighbors? Will we have many of them in our home in the next few months? Will 
we take risks to connect, even with those who are different from us?” Bill and I were new to our neighbor-
hood and our city, and we saw this move as an opportunity to start fresh without many obligations. So we 
intentionally reserved time to connect with neighbors. 
 

What happened? 

 

Before I tell you, ponder this question: “This summer, how can I grow in relationship with people where I live, 
work, or play?" Here are some ideas: 
 

Invite someone to eat lunch with you. Brown bag it together at work or sit on the back patio together or 
_____________ (fill in the blank), and learn that person’s stories. Try asking, “What three or four events 
have shaped your life?” 

 

Sit on the porch in the cool of the evening with glasses and a pitcher of lemonade or iced tea for anyone 
who walks by. If your kids are outside playing, hang out with them and talk to neighbors who happen 
by. 

 

Take walks around the neighborhood. Plan to stop and talk if you get the chance. Ask people where they are 
from, what brought them to this place, what hobbies they enjoy. Listen lots! 

 

Host a neighborhood barbecue—potluck-style. The ideas in the Q Place resource Neighborhood Cook-
outs make it easy. (In Gurnee, IL, ten churches have set a goal this summer to host 100 backyard barbe-
cues with neighbors!) 

 

Arrange play dates with neighborhood kids and get to know their mothers. Build common ground. 
 

Participate in neighborhood events like Fourth of July parades. Be seen in the neighborhood. 
 

Host a family movie night (with popcorn) or a picnic at a nearby park. 
 

Introduce yourself to new neighbors with a plate of goodies, and offer to help them get to know your area. 
 

Host a dessert night to get to know neighbors. You could provide ice cream and ask others to bring top-
pings. For a fun way to get to know people, use The Complete Book of Questions (lower numbers) as a 
game. (Whoever wants to participate picks a number, but no one has to answer any question they don’t 
want to answer.) 

 

For the ambitious: Host a concert in your yard using a local band. Serve snacks and drinks. Or plan a 
neighborhood block party. Block off the street, put out grills, and hang out. 
 

So how did we do that summer? 

 

Well, in the evenings we sat on the front porch and talked with people who went by. We also stopped to talk 
while we were out walking. (Our community mailbox helped with that!) Bill went on a bike ride with a 
neighbor. I took walks with a neighbor and had another one over for tea and got to know her story. We often 
took our grandkids swimming and talked with neighbors who were at the pool. We also went with neighbors 
to a city council meeting and to a neighborhood BBQ. That summer there were lots of random connections, 
and by summer’s end, we did know a lot of neighbors. Since then, 
the relationships have continued to build through many activities, 
and this summer we are confident that we have earned the right 
to invite many of them to a six-week summertime Q Place! 
 

How will you take advantage of this summer to connect with peo-
ple—especially those who might be open to spiritual conversa-
tions? 
 

Fran Goodrich 
Q Place Blog Editor 
 



Mission & Youth Support Homeless 
In an effort to support our mission program at SPC, we partner with many or-
ganizations. The PADS site at the Congregational United Church of Christ of 
Arlington Heights (CUCC) is one of them. CUCC, along with the majority of the 
18 Churches that provide sites for this Journey’s PADS program, ceases opera-
tion during the summer months. Along with other churches, they partially 
compensate by providing a dinner each month. Everyone is invited, but most 
of the guests are those who receive shelter and meals from the PADS program 
during the colder months. 
 

Southminster volunteers at one of these dinners, providing guests dessert, wa-
ter, and snacks for the road. A call went out for our Junior and Senior Youth 

groups to help at the recent June 28 dinner. As usual, a fine team of servers, cleanup, and takedown workers 
came forth. A special thanks to Lori and Brett Tobler, Piper Borseau, Kendal and Lucas Fahnoe, and Alex 
Espino for their great work. Many guests thanked us as they left and told us how much our efforts were ap-
preciated. 
 

This event was successful because of the ongoing relationship and commitment of the Mission Team, the 
Youth Committee, and CUCC with Journeys and PADS. It’s wonderful to see how much can be accomplished 
through partnering and cooperation. 

On Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, November 4, 5, and 6, we 
have a mission trip planned to remodel the second floor 
kitchen at Leslie’s Place in Chicago. 
 

Since opening Leslie’s Place in 1994, Leslie Brown has provided 
a home and support for over 1000 women returning to society from prison. In fact, more than half of ex-
inmates in Illinois are re-incarcerated within three years after their release, but 89 percent of Leslie's Place resi-
dents never return to prison. 
 

Jobs:   
• remove present flooring; put down plywood and new flooring 
• carry debris to the backyard 
• sand cabinets and re-paint 
• wash and paint walls 

 

Can you help for 1, 2, or all 3 days? If you have any questions or would like us to put your name down as a 
volunteer, please contact Jean Walker at jw13pr4@aol.com or call 847.302.9647. Thank you! 
 

Leslie’s Place is located at 1014 N. Hamlin Avenue in Chicago. 

Mission Trip Opportunity --We Need Your Help! 

Feed My Starving Children Update 
On June 28, a group from SPC gathered to make meals 
at the Feed My Starving Children facility in Schaumburg. 
During VBS, the church raised enough funds to donate 
over 1,000 meals for needy children in Haiti! 

 


