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October 22 

 

 

 

October 29 

 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Hospitality/Service 
Matthew 9, Hebrews,13:10, Isaiah 58 
Spiritual Gifts 
 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Prophecy/Teaching/Discernment 
1 Kings 18 
Spiritual Gifts 
 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Faith/Wisdom 
Genesis 15 
Spiritual Gifts 
 
REFORMATION SUNDAY  
10:00 a.m. Single Worship 
Committing our Gifts to God 
1 Corinthians 12 
Conclusion of Spiritual Gifts  



 

It has been a busy fall for our church so far! We have elected a Pastor Nominating Committee, 
launched our fall sermon series, and are looking forward to some great events in the coming 
months. I hope you are as excited as I am about how things are going here at Southminster. 

 
Our Newest Staff Member 
In August we said farewell to our interim Children’s and Youth Director Kjirstin Almos. Now at the end of Sep-
tember we are excited to share the news that Kari Sealund will be taking on the role of Youth Director and 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator! This is an interim position as we continue to define what Children’s and 
Youth Ministries will look like for Southminster, but depending on circumstances, the position can grow into a 
more established role in the church. Kari dove right in, and she will share more about herself and her excite-
ment for these ministries in this and future editions of the Spire. While we know there is a great deal of work 
ahead of us to strengthen our Children’s and Youth Ministry programs, Council is excited about this positive 
step forward. Please keep Kari and our ministries in your prayers! 
PNC Next Steps 
On September 10, the congregation elected 10 members to our Pastor Nominating Committee. They have an 
exciting and intense task ahead of them. Over the next few weeks, they will elect co-moderators to lead their 
committee and spend time getting familiar with one another. They will then focus on creating Southminster’s 
Mission Study, the background work that will prepare the team for the creation of our Ministry Information 
Form (MIF) that will be posted for prospective pastors to view. This is an extremely important document for 
our congregation that draws upon the results of our CAT survey and the Strategic planning work of our 
Council. It will examine demographic data in our congregation and the surrounding community to best iden-
tify the church’s future needs. Please keep the PNC in your prayers as they begin work on our behalf. 
Upcoming Events! 
We have some wonderful all-church events coming in the months ahead. Be sure to put them on your calen-
dar and purchase your tickets!   

Spiritual Gifts Weekend (October 27-29) 
The culmination of our current six-week worship series will be the Spiritual Gift Weekend. This weekend be-
gins Friday evening, October 27, with a catered dinner in the Chapel followed by a concert by John Guerra. 
John and his wife Valarie led us in worship last March and are featured artists on Christian radio, including K-
Love! This is a great opportunity to bring friends and family to enjoy some high quality Christian music here at 
Southminster. The Concert begins at 7:00 in the Sanctuary. A free-will offering that evening will offset the con-
cert’s costs. 
 

On Saturday, October 28, we go in-depth on the topic of Spiritual gifts, led by Maryanne Kyle-Di Pietropaolo 
and Lynne Danekas from ie3 ministries. We will take a Spiritual Gift inventory to identify our own gifts and ex-
plore how we can use them to glorify God and care for people here at Southminster. The cost for Saturday is 
20.00 per person and registration will take place in the Narthex throughout October. 
 

On Sunday, October 29, we will celebrate together with one worship service at 10:00 a.m. October 29 is the 
500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, so we will honor our heritage by singing some of the great 
Reformation hymns and enjoying the music of the bagpipes. This will be the culmination of our Spiritual Gifts 
series so we will be committing together to build the church using our gifts that the Spirit has blessed us with. 

 

Joe and Mary’s Wedding! 
We are so excited for this Christmas season’s epic event! Some of our most creative men and women have col-
laborated to put together this take-off on Tony and Tina’s wedding, taking us back to first century Bethlehem 
to celebrate the wedding of Mary and Joseph. Shows will be Saturday, December 9, at 6:00 p,.m. and Sun-
day , December 10, at 1:00 p.m.. Tickets are 20.00 with dinner included. You won’t want to miss out! See our 
website for more details. 
 

As you can see, there’s a lot going on at Southminster. Please keep our PNC in your prayers as they work 
through their process, and be sure to get your tickets for our upcoming events. May God watch over you and 
bless you throughout this fall season. And as always, I’ll see you in Church! 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor David 

Dear Family of Faith at SPC, 



Dear Friends, 

Fall is upon us, and on October 29 we will celebrate the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther posting his 95 
theses that began the Protestant Reformation. Martin Luther used his spiritual gifts to reform the church, but 
God has given each of us spiritual gifts to use to improve the church and our world. I hope our sermon series 
on spiritual gifts inspires you to think about what your gifts are and how God may be calling you to use them! 
Please sign-up and attend the Spiritual Gifts Weekend, where you will be inspired and learn what all the gifts 
are and how to discover your personal God-given gifts! Every gift is 
needed, and together we can use our gifts to fulfill God's mission for 
Southminster as we connect, grow and serve together. 
 

Blessings! 
 

Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson 

 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the 
same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all 
in everyone.7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
        ~ 1 Cor 12:4 - 7  

A large percentage of our parishioners responded to the CAT Assessment stating that they are interested in 
discovering how they can best service the church. So we’re providing an opportunity for everyone to discover 
ways that God could or already has equipped each one of us with gifts. Our all-church retreat will help you 
recognize where your talents lie and how you can take pleasure in sharing the gifts God has given you. 
Please join us for this very special event! 

Spiritual Gifts Weekend 

Friday, October 27 
• 6:00 p.m. dinner 
• 7:30 p.m. concert by Christian singer/songwriter/guitarist Jon Guerra.  
 

Saturday, October 28 
• 8:30 a.m. continental breakfast 
• 9:00 – 4:30 a presentation on discovering our spiritual gifts by Maryanne Kyle-DiPietropaolo 
 of IE3 (International Energy 3). Lunch is included. 
 

Sunday, October 29 
• 10:00 a.m. a single Worship Service celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.   
 
Tickets on sale now. For more ticket information, please email Bob Erickson. For more information on the 
retreat, email Pastor David. 

S
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Teaching 

Giving 

Maryanne Kyle-DiPietropaolo is a national speaker, facilitator and 
trainer with over 25 years’ experience in leadership and personal de-
velopment. Maryanne's focus is on working with women’s ministries, 
small groups and leadership. She is a trained leader and facilitator for 
Support Teams, Caritas Team ministries, Stephen Ministry's Christ Care 
Small Group program, and a number of leadership development pro-
grams, such as Fish Philosophy and True Colors. She is also certified  
in leading Restorative Circles. 
 

Maryanne is an ordained Elder, Deacon at First Presbyterian Church 
of Wheaton. She and her husband live in Carol Stream. 



I am thrilled to be working with the youth and children in our church family as the Interim 
Youth Director and Children’s Coordinator! When this opportunity arose, I realized that God 
is always working within us, creating new directions for each of us, and that He has impecca-
ble timing. For right now, just as our entire congregation focuses on our spiritual gifts and 
discovers how God wants us to use them, both Southminster and God have expressed faith 
in my gifts and come knocking on my door. 

 

I have been teaching guitar to children and youth almost as long as I have performed with Central Road—
about 20 years. I was on the Children’s Ministry Team for eight years, working, among other things, on the 
themed rooms in Kingdom Doors, the Children’s Garden, VBS, and the Christmas Pageants. One of my favor-
ite experiences was chaperoning three Youth Mission Trips. Working with our youth in an unfamiliar place 
where we can see God’s work right before our eyes is unforgettable I have also chaperoned our Youth’s 
Boundary Waters’ trip, worked on the Chez, and helped with our urban garden project and retreats. 
 

Since I was five years old, Southminster has been my church family. Many of you 
have mentored me along the way, joyously singing praises together and reaching 
out to each other in darker times. We all have seasons in our lives, and this is a 
new season for me. There are seasons in our church family as well, and this is a 
new season for the congregation as well as the Youth and Children of our church. 
As we continue to study our spiritual gifts and discover how to best support our 
younger families with a solid faith foundation, we also need to explore new and 
relevant ways to reach out to other families and invite them to join us. I am hop-
ing that by working with Pastors David and Liz and the Youth and Children’s Min-
istry Teams we can do just that.  
 

In Christ, 
 

Kari 

Dear Friends and Church Family, 

 

Grace Unfolding Yoga is more than a Christ-centered yoga class that meets 
weekly at Southmister. We are also a ministry with a mission that helps our 
neighbors in need. Each quarter we give back half the money we collect for the 

yoga classes to an organization in the area. 
 

This September we donated to Shelter, Inc., an organization that provides emergency housing for abused and 
neglected children and adolescents. We were pleased to offer a few new winter coats along with $400 in 
Kohl’s and Target gift cards that will be used to purchase more needed winter clothing for these children. 
 

We are open to the community and invite anyone who would like to join us. Grace Unfolding Yoga offers two 
yoga classes each week that meet in Southminster’s Chapel. The first is a unique yoga class that features Scrip-
ture, Christian music, and prayer on Tuesdays from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. The second offers a gentle, relaxing yoga 
experience on Thursday mornings from 9:15 – 10:15. Classes are $10.00 each. Bring a mat and give it a try! 
 

If you have questions, please email Kathy Gudonis atkagudonis@gmail.com. We hope you will join us to ex-
perience this powerful connection of mind, body, Holy Spirit, and mission. 

Every member and friend of Southminster is assigned to a parish, 
which is overseen by two deacons. Deacons can bring meals to you 
when you’re sick, help provide transportation if needed, pray with 
you about a concern, or connect you with other resources at the 
church. Please call the deacons of the month who can connect you 
with our caring ministry and your deacon. Marty Mayer and Mark 
Nokes are your Care Ministry / Deacons for October. 

Care Ministry / Deacons of the Month 

Mark Nokes 
847-828-0273 

Marty Mayer 
847-439-0649 

Yoga for Mind, Body, and Mission 



Children and Youth  

Kari Sealund · Youth Director and Children’s Coordinator 

Youth Happenings 
We had a blast at our Second Top Chef Cooking Competition! The youth brought friends, broke 
into three teams, and created an entire meal in one hour, complete with appetizer, entrée, and des-
sert. After a few minutes of planning, the teams were surprised when they learned of three secret 
ingredients they must use. They had to form relays because only two people per team were allowed 
in the kitchen at a time. Teamwork, communication and creativity were key and they worked it like 
the pros! According to the judges, everything was not only edible, but delicious! They even played 
it like the real-life cooking shows! All agreed that it was much improved from last year, and the kids 
want to do it again, soon! 

The Senior High Fall Retreat 
Hosted by the Chicago and Blackhawk Presbytery, 
our Senior High Fall Retreat “God in the World” is 
Friday, November 10, from 7:00 p.m. to Sunday, 
November 12, at 11:30 a.m. at Covenant Harbor 

Retreat Center in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. We 
welcome all senior highs to invite their friends and 
join other Chicagoland Youth! Don’t delay. The 

sign up deadline is October 12 and the cost is $89 

per student. Please contact Kari Sealund 
kari.sealund@gmail.com or Cathleen Von Oesen 
cfreels@hotmail.com if you’re interested. 

 

Covenant Harbor 
Lake Geneva, WI 



October 22:  Introduction and 5 themes of Galatians 

October 29:  No class, Spiritual Gifts Weekend 

November 5:  Theme 1: Freedom in Christ and Instructions for the Christian Life 

November 12: Group decides Theme to discuss 

November 19: Group decides Theme to discuss 

November 26: Group decides Theme to discuss 

Galatians Adult Education Series 
It has been 500 years since October 31, 1517, when Martin Luther nailed 
his 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenburg Castle church. Scholars use 
this date as the beginning of the Reformation. The New Testament book 
of Galatians, also known as "Martin Luther's book," was a pillar on which 
the Reformation was built. It was the foundation for a major real re-
alignment of Western culture's views of faith, economics, law, education, 
and government. 
 

Chuck Swindoll refers to the book of Galatians as the Christian's Emanci-
pation Proclamation of Liberty. Chapter 5 begins, "It is for freedom that 
Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourself be bur-
dened again by a yoke of slavery." 
 

Beginning October 22, we will study the book of Galatians at the 10:10 a.m. Sunday Adult Discipling hour.  
The format will be open discussion, sharing of thoughts, and reflection around 5 themes from Galatians. 
We invite all members and guests to join us. You do not have to speak unless you wish to. The members of 
SPC bring such knowledge, experience, and questions that you are assured of being stimulated to begin 
thinking about what you believe and why. 
 

The schedule for our Galatians series is as follows: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope you will join us for this series, as there is a high likelihood that once you attend, you will want to 
come back for more. If you miss any session, don't worry, the discussions are always interesting and you will 
be brought up to speed quickly. 

I've been mentoring a friend for more than two years. One day, she suggested we go to Starbucks and talk 
there. When we arrived, there were no places for two to sit, so we sat at a long table. I sat facing her on one 
side of the table and we talked about her struggles. I had given her a 3 x 5 card with Phil. 4:8&9 printed on it 
to help her memorize these verses so she can overcome her fearful thoughts. As we sat there, my friend read 
the card aloud, "Whatever is true, whatever is honorable . . .” 
 

Suddenly, a woman who was sitting across the table from us interrupted us and said, "I needed to hear that. 
I've been sitting here thinking about my anger at my sister. I need to go back to church. Do you go to 
church?" "Yes," I told her. She said, "I could have sat anywhere in this place, but God had me sit here so I could 
         hear that. I'm a Christian but I haven't been going to church. Would you pray for me?” She 
   gave us her name, and I told her we would pray for her. 
 

     I was so excited and asked my friend if she realized that it was God who 
     used her reading of the scripture to touch that woman's heart. My friend 
     said, "Yes." I was filled with such joy. It was just like one of the incidents in 
     the book of Acts. 
  

     God Bless, 
 

     Jean Ward 

A Divine Encounter at Starbucks 



I Don't Have the Answers 

How do I best respond when people ask why bad things happen and how a loving God could allow such 
hurt and suffering? Many questions like these arise in a Q Place. Your job as a facilitator is not to be the an-
swer person. I hope this is good news to you! 
 

As a matter of fact, an immediate, definitive answer will probably be unsatisfying and maybe even irritating to 
the person who asked the question—as if you are devaluing a difficult and complex question. So, what is a 
good way to respond? Here are some ideas: 
 

A few seconds of quiet would be appropriate, showing that you’re listening and absorbing the impact and 
gravity of the question. In that moment, silently ask God to guide your response. 

Affirm the question. You can say something like this: “I think you just expressed really well a struggle that 
many people have,” or “I feel honored that you would share that difficult question with us.” 

Gently try to see the reason behind the question. “A lot of people wrestle with that question, but for you, 
why is it an important one?” (This may help you discover if the question is connected to a personal cir-
cumstance in their lives.) 

If the question does arise from a personal circumstance, then respond compassionately to what was shared. 
(If an impersonal reason is given initially, there still may be a deeper reason, but don’t push anyone to 
open up more than they are willing to do at that time.) 

Communicate that it’s unlikely you would be able to give an immediate answer that is likely to be satisfying. If 
you sense it’s appropriate, ask if the group would be willing to explore that question. Offer to look for a 
good resource to guide your discussions. 

 

One woman told me that after attending a Q Place, her initial questions for God were not fully answered, but 
that didn’t bother her anymore. She was relieved to be able to discuss her issues and find God’s (and the 
group’s) comfort and support. Allowing a person a safe place to discuss heartfelt queries can be deeply heal-
ing, even if a specific question is not answered. The important thing is for you to provide a place where peo-
ple can ask their questions and process them with others. 
 

Q Place facilitators are trained to listen much more than they talk, to ask great questions, and to help every-
one process their thoughts about God and the Bible together. In this atmosphere, everyone is respected, val-
ued, and heard, so they can actively explore their questions without judgment. Everyone is learning together. 
This kind of inductive or discovery learning is how many people learn best. 
 

Some of our questions won’t be answered this side of heaven, but as people in your group grow in their un-
derstanding of God, you can trust that God will meet them in the questions and in the messiness of life. 
 

www.qplace.com 

Fundraiser for Spring of Life Partnership 

You can change people’s lives by attending the Fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity's Spring of Life Partner-
ship on Saturday, October 7, from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. at Harper College Performing Arts Center, 1200 W. Al-
gonquin Road, Building R. Come learn about Habitat, meet our team of volunteers, and hear from the home-
owners who benefit from this wonderful organization. 
  

Our fundraiser includes small bites, dessert, a cash bar, 
and complimentary coffee, soft drinks and water along 
with fabulous entertainment by Felix and Fingers Duel-
ing Pianos. There will also be a gift basket raffle, silent 
auction, and wine pull. 100% of the proceeds go to pur-
chasing building supplies for our next home. 
  

Click here to register today or if you are unable to attend, 
please consider a donation.  



 
·    Cake Mix 
·    Frosting 
·    Ketchup 
·    Mayo 
·    Mustard 
·    Pancake Mix 
·    Salad Dressing 
·    Syrup 

Call for Volunteers at Habitat for Humanity House 

Crop Walk Thank You! 

Hello Friends of the Food Pantry 

Spring of Life/Habitat for Humanity has started construction of our next house in 
Des Plaines after several delays due to permitting issues. This is our first new build 
since 2008 and is the 14th house for the partnership. We are currently in the process 
of framing and will be trying to get the exterior closed up by mid-November when 
the cold weather comes. We are in need of volunteers at all skill levels. 
 

Southminster workdays are the following Saturdays  
from 8:00 a.m. to approximately 2:00 p.m. 
 
 

  October 14 and 28 

  November 11 and 25 

  December 9 and 23 
 
 
 
 

Lunch is provided. If you are interested, please email Tom Snyder at thomaspsnyder@hotmail.com.  

In October, please focus on the “extras” that some may not 
have in their food budget. Thank you for sharing with others. 

Since opening Leslie’s Place in 1994, Leslie 
has provided a home and support for 
over 1000 women returning to society 
from prison. However, due to a lack of 
state funding, Leslie has decided to retire. 
Therefore, our mission trip to help Leslie’s 
Place in Chicago the first weekend in No-
vember has been canceled. Thanks to all 
who had planned to help.   
 

Your Mission Team 

Leslie's Place Mission Trip 

A big thank you to all who contributed to our 2017 Crop Hunger 
Walk held October 1 at Christ Lutheran Church in Palatine. A special 
thank you to everyone in our group—It was a beautiful day to walk!  

 

The congregation gave $190 in cash 
and checks and $200 online. Jane Rein-
schmidt raised $150 within her 
neighborhood, and Shawn Erickson 
raised $135.00 in donations. Our grand 
total this year was $675.00. Of that 
amount, 75% stays in our local commu-
nity and 25% goes abroad. 
 

All the hungry people and your Mission 
Team says, Thank you! Thank you! 
Thank you! 

October is Respect 
Life Month. We are 
reminded to value 
all human life and 
creation, especially 
the unborn, the 
poor, and the vul-

nerable. As a family, consider 
making a donation of goods, 
time, or money to a group that 
helps those in need.  
 
foryourmarriage.org 

For Your Marriage 

Pictured left to right are John and Shawn Erickson, Sandy Pifer, Rich 
and Jane Reinschmidt, Linda Waycie, and Keith North (not pictured). 



Janet and Mark live in Des Plaines where they were raised. While they went to the same 
schools, they didn’t meet until Mark went to law school and Janet was in art school in Chi-
cago. They married in 1981 and have three children: Christine is married with two beauti-
ful girls, Sarah three and Hannah who turns one this month; Clay works at a school for 
children with autism and is pursuing his Master’s degree in Special Education; and Sarah, 
who passed away at the age of three. Mark is an attorney and leads the General Counsel's 
office for the Division of Professional Regulation in the Illinois Department of Financial and 
Professional Regulation, and Janet works as an Art Teacher at the Acarath Montessori 
School in Schaumburg. Art and nature are her passions. Mark and Janet also share a love 
of the Rocky Mountains and visit Colorado annaully. 

Robert Aaron Taylor and Michelle Kei Ishuu Taylor have sung on operatic and symphonic 
stages across the United States and in Europe. In the last 10 years they have lived on both 
coasts. Since moving to the Chicago suburbs, they have opened an active studio where 
they teach voice lessons to singers of all ages and musical tastes. They came to Southmin-
ster through Michelle’s mother, Maria Ishu, who sings in the Chancel Choir. As a result of 
that connection, they were asked to join the Allied Arts program at Southminster, teach-
ing voice lessons at the church. Since joining the program, they have gotten to know 
many of the wonderful people at Southminster and decided to become members of 
Southminster’s family. 

Jan van Leijenhorst was born in the Netherlands and started his career in international 
banking, eventually owning his own consulting firm. While working for Continental Bank 
in Osaka, he met Masako. Jan transferred to Amsterdam, Masako followed, and they mar-
ried in Rotterdam in 1971. After living in Europe and Southeast Asia, Jan and Masako 
moved to the U.S. in 1982 and settled in Evanston. Masako studied painting and has 
shown her paintings at art fairs throughout the Midwest and most recently at the North 
Shore Art League in Wilmette last December. Masako has a son and two grandsons living 
in Japan. In January, Jan and Masako moved to The Moorings. Wanting to find a church 
nearby, they become members of Southminster, which they found very welcoming. 

Bill and Mary Lou Griffin are natives of Louisville, Kentucky, but have lived in five different 
cities before Bill was transferred to the Square D Company Palatine headquarters in 1980. 
Bill has an Electrical Engineering degree from the University of Louisville, and Mary Lou 
has a Registered Nurse degree from Norton Healthcare of Louisville. On December 21 of 
this year, they will celebrate their 64

th
 wedding anniversary. They have three adult married 

sons who live in Boise, Idaho; Seattle, Washington; and Indianapolis, Indiana. They also 
have a 16 year-old granddaughter and an adult grandson, who lives with his wife in Den-
ver, Colorado. Bill and Mary Lou have lived at The Mooring of Arlington Heights for 13 
years and have decided to call Southminster their new church family. 

Left to right: Mark and Janet Thompson, Michelle Kei Ishuu Taylor and Robert Aaron Taylor, Jan and Masako 
van Leijenhorst, Charles and Amanda Elliott, Marilyn and Tom Adams, Mary Lou and Bill Griffin. 

Welcome New Members of Southminster 

Here’s what  some of our new members had to share with us . . .  

 







 


