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Where your TIME is, there your heart will be also  
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
John 12:1-8  
The Sacrament of Communion 
Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson 

 

Where your TALENT is, there your heart will be also  
Matthew 25:14-30  
Reverend David Carlton 

 
 

Where your TREASURE is, there your heart will be also  
Matthew 6:19-24  
Reverend David Carlton 

 
 

Christ the King Sunday 
Thanksgiving Weekend 
Guest preacher, Reverend Linda McCarty 



I would like to give a huge THANK YOU to all who participated in our conclusion to the Spiritual 
Gifts program at SPC during Reformation Weekend. We had a wonderful time at the concert 
with Jon Guerra and an insightful retreat with Maryanne and Leanne on Saturday morning. 
Many of you helped with food, set-up, greeting, and much more during the weekend; we 
would not have been able to do this program without you! 

 

During November, we are shifting our focus from Spiritual Gifts to Stewardship in preparation for Stewardship 
Sunday on November 19. Our Sermon Series during Stewardship will reflect on a themed verse, the words of 
Jesus, “Where your ______is, there your heart will be also.” During the three weeks of Stewardship, we will 
complete the verse by inserting a different theme—Time, Talent, and Treasure—each week. 
The Ministry Plan for 2018 (Budget) will be shared with the congregation on Sunday, November 12, and 
there will be an opportunity for conversation regarding that Plan after both worship services. We are excited 
about some changes to our Ministry Plan that will reflect the Strategic Planning work that our council has 
been doing over the past months. Currently, we have three task forces that are working on the three initia-
tives that you gave to us through the Congregational Assessment Tool this past February: 
 

 

1. Develop a comprehensive strategy to reach families with children and youth and incorporate them 
into the life of the church 

 
2. Strengthen the process by which members are called and equipped for ministry and leadership 

 
3. Continue to develop ministries that provide healing for those broken by life circumstances. 

 
 

In order to fulfill these initiatives, Council has recognized that we will need a significant increase in our operat-
ing budget for 2018. You will learn more about this change in the Stewardship letter that will be mailed out 
soon as well as in worship on November 12. We are excited about where these new initiatives will lead us 
and the ways we will be able to impact our surrounding area for Jesus in the years ahead. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Joe and Mary’s Wedding IS Coming! 
If you have yet to hear the buzz around this innovative take on the Christmas Story, I encourage you to go to 
our website and check it out! Our own Jim Peterson created this take on “Tony and Tina’s Wedding,” giving 
it a Christmas Twist. Mike Speedy is his collaborator on this project along with many others here at Southmin-
ster. It’s an event you won’t want to miss! Be sure to get your tickets and come for the food and the fun! 
There will even by an appearance by a very obnoxious Rabbi! 
 

 

Mark your Calendars! 
Christmas is around the corner, so be sure to plan accordingly. The following lists some Christmas Events that 
you won’t want to miss out on: 

 

December 10, 10:00 a.m. One Worship Service with Children’s Christmas Pageant! 
December 9, 6:00 p.m. & 
December 10, 1:00 p.m. Joe and Mary’s Wedding 
December 10, 4:00 p.m. Harper Festival Chorus in the Sanctuary 
December 23, 7:00 p.m.  Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
December 24, 10:00 a.m. One Service of Worship Christmas Eve Morning 
December 24, 5:00 p.m. Contemporary Christmas Eve Service 

 

As you can see, we have a lot going on at SPC! Thank you for your part that you play in the life of our congre-
gation. May God bless you as we head into the holiday season, and as always, I’ll see you in church! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor David 

Dear Members and Friends of Southminster, 



Dear Friends, 
It is a time for reflection here at Southminster as we enter the 
season of giving and think about how we use our time, talent, 
and treasure to build God’s kingdom here on earth! The council 
of Southminster is undertaking strategic planning initiatives, and 
teams have been formed to discern where we need to be plac-
ing our focus as we move forward into our future. One of the 

three key initiatives coming out of the CAT survey was to build the ministry of 
families with young children here at Southminster. Please pray that the task 
group working on this strategic plan gains direction from the Holy Spirit on 
how to build this ministry. Please take some time to think about the season in 
the life of our church and where and how God is calling us to be Christ’s 
hands and feet that we may nurture and support families in our community. 

  

Blessings, 

Pastor Liz 

Joe and Mary: A Christmas Wedding 
is an original work that satirizes the 
Christmas story and is a celebration 
of the spirit of the season. Joe and 
Mary: A Christmas Wedding is the 
“love child” of the Broadway hit Tony 
and Tina’s Wedding and the biblical 
story of Joseph and Mary and the 
birth of Jesus. 
 

Having told Joseph and Mary that 
there was no room at the Star Plaza 
Inn of Bethlehem, Lucas, the inn-
keeper, never heard the end of it 
from the townspeople. “How rude!” 
they exclaimed. “Denying Joseph, 
Mary, and the baby Christ.” So Lucas 
decided to throw them a party, a full 
wedding reception with dinner, cake, 
and entertainment.  

 

Complete with wedding coordinator, 
wedding band, DJ, choir, photogra-
pher, videographer, and a local Rabbi 
to assist with the nuptials, Joe and 
Mary: A Christmas Wedding brings 
you the Christmas story in a fresh and 
interactive way that will connect your 
spirit with the essence of Christmas.   

 

Tickets are on sale through the 
Southminster Presbyterian Church 
box office and must be purchased in 
advance. No tickets will be available 
at the door. Please call the church 
office at 847.392.1060 to reserve 
your seats today! 
 

 

Joe and Mary: A Christmas Wedding  
 



I have been working hard to catch 
up with all that’s going on with our 
Children and Youth Ministry at 
Southminster! We have trained some 
new teachers for the Children’s Sun-
day school that is now offered dur-

ing worship, and I am teaching Youth Sundays in the 
Loft at the 10 o’clock hour. We have started an excit-
ing unit called THE JOURNEY that includes studying 
and then building a contemporary labyrinth that uses 
multi-media to guide us along the way. It has stations where we can stop and contemplate our lives and rela-
tionships with the world, as we deepen our connection to God. We are also looking forward to the Senior 
High Retreat at Covenant Harbor in early November.  

 

It is hard to believe, but it’s time to think about Christmas and Operation Christmas Child. We are now hand-
ing out boxes to be filled with goodies for children all over the world. Please pick up a box or two in the Wel-
come Area after worship! We will collect and dedicate these boxes on Sunday, November 19, before sending 
them off all around the globe. Thank you for spreading the love of Christ throughout the world. Please note: 
toothpaste, liquids, and candy are NOT TO BE INCLUDED in the boxes. 

 

We are also gearing up for our Christmas Pageant, and children will begin practicing songs during Sunday 
school. We will have a full rehearsal on December 3 at 12:30 p.m. followed by a performance at the Moorings 
later that day. On Sunday, December 10, the children will perform during our single worship service at 10:00 
a.m. Anyone interested in taking part in this production, please email me at kari@spcah.org. 
 

In Christ,  

Kari 

Dear Friends and Church Family, 

Every member and friend of Southminster is assigned to a parish, 
which is overseen by two deacons. Deacons can bring meals to you 
when you’re sick, help provide transportation if needed, pray with 
you about a concern, or connect you with other resources at the 
church. Please call the deacons of the month who can connect you 
with our caring ministry and your deacon. John Erickson and Wilma 
Shull are your Care Ministry / Deacons for November. 

John Erickson 
847-390-7896 

Wilma Shull 
847-255-9348 

Adopt-a-Family Christmas 

You may sign up for our Adopt-a-Family Christmas Project on Sunday, November 12. Choose a person, per-
sons, or entire family for which to buy Christmas gifts/food donations this season. Sign up will continue on 
Sundays until all families on our list are matched with an SPC giver.   

 

Our delivery date for all gifts and food donations is Saturday, December 9. Please keep in mind that all gifts 
        must be dropped off at SPC on that date before our delivery truck leaves. We will only be making 
       one delivery. Late gifts will not get to the families. 

 

              Thank you, Southminster. Your generosity has always 
           made this project a success. We hope you will join us 
              again this year in our efforts to provide for those less 
        fortunate. 

Care Ministry / Deacons of the Month 

mailto:kari@spcah.org


Children and Youth  

Kari Sealund · Youth Director and Children’s Coordinator 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Help Southminster spread God’s love throughout the world! Join us in 
Operation Christmas Child and send a box of love and fun to a child.  
 

It’s easy to do! Just pick up a box and instruction brochure in the Wel-
come Area. Choose to buy for a boy or a girl, fill your box with fun 
things (ideas included on the form), and enclose $9 for handling. 
 

Drop your box off at church no later than Sunday, November 19, when 
boxes will be  dedicated during worship and then loaded up for delivery. 
 

Please remember: DO NOT INCLUDE toothpaste, liquids, or candy. 

 

Children’s Christmas Pageant  

 

Children’s Christmas Pageant Performance Schedule  

 

Sunday, December 3, 12:30 p.m.    Full rehearsal at Southminster 
Sunday, December 3, 4:00 p.m.    Performance at The Moorings 
 

Sunday, December 10, 10:00 a.m.    Performance during our single worship 

It’s that time again—when Southminster’s children share 
their Christmas spirit with us all through song and celebra-
tion. Practices for our Annual Children’s Christmas Pageant 
are getting underway! Any child who would like to be a part 
of this traditional performance is welcome to participate.  
 
Practices will be on Sundays during Sunday school, beginning 
Sunday, November 12, and continue until our first perform-
ance on December 3. 

To be a part of this special Christmas traditional or for more information, please email Kari at 
kari@spcah.org. 



2017-2018 Platform for Renewal 

At its recent Annual Membership Assembly, the Community Renewal Society (CRS) presented its 2017-18 Plat-
form for Renewal, which our Southminster Faith-in-Action team will support throughout the year.  

 

CRS will continue its work in the following areas: 

 

Police Accountability - Our focus on increasing police accountability in Chicago will continue with three initia-
tives: (1) Collaboration with the Grassroots Alliance for Police Accountability to establish independent com-
munity oversight of the Chicago Police Department through the passage of a city ordinance; (2) Partnership 
with the Coalition for Police Contracts Accountability to demand changes to the police union contracts cur-
rently being negotiated to provide greater accountability; and (3) supporting the work of court enforced 
oversight. 

 
Restoring Opportunities and Justice Reform - As a member of the Restoring Rights and Opportunities Coali-

tion of Illinois (RROCI), we are investigating the next state-wide legislative initiative to increase employment 
opportunities, housing, and educational opportunities for people with criminal records.  Our work with 
RROCI to advance HB 3142, which would “ban the box” in higher education, will continue. Working with 
our FORCE initiatives, we are also considering efforts to advance justice reform at the county and city levels. 

 
CRS will begin new work in the following areas: 

 

Community Development (Housing and Jobs) -  Housing and job opportunities consistently arose as major 
concerns for those in the South and West Sides of the city, and the greater Chicagoland area & surrounding 
counties. To catalyze this work, we will form an issue team with two delegations: Housing Caucus and Jobs 
Caucus.  

Just Economy for Safe Communities - The Illinois state budget undergirds all of the aforementioned areas of 
concern. It is one of the most significant areas of concern for the 2018 gubernatorial race, and for violence 
reduction in our state. We will focus on efforts like the Responsible Budget Coalition and No Money Bail 
Coalition. 

Commitment to Anti-Racism  
With the implementation of CRS’ new strategic plan, prioritization of anti-racism frameworks and tools is 
now essential. This work has already begun with staff participating in the Crossroads antiracism training, 
and continues with the establishment of an internal team, development of an institutional audit, and shar-
ing of tools and training for CRS’ board, leadership, community leaders, and congregations.  

 

Please let us know if you are interested in working on any of these initiatives. 

 

Thank you, 

Linda Waycie, lwaycie@wowway.com 

Cindy Greenwood, cngrnwood@gmail.com 

Co-Leaders, Faith-in-Action Team 

Southminster Receives Award  

Faith in Action co-leader Linda 
Waycie (second from left) accepts 
the Community Renewal Society's 
"City on the Hill" award on behalf 
of Southminster for its efforts to 
secure supportive housing for the 
mentally and physically disabled 
in Arlington Heights. 

It’s important to priori-
tize your relationship 
with your spouse, es-
pecially after you have 
children. Your children 
will benefit from your 
strong marriage.  

 
foryourmarriage.org 

For Your Marriage 

mailto:lwaycie@wowway.com
mailto:cngrnwood@gmail.com


How Do You Keep Group Discussions Safe? 

Not long after we moved into the neighborhood, I discovered that some neighbors had already come up 
with the idea of starting a spiritual discussion group—before I even had a chance to introduce them to Q 
Place!  I wanted to support their plans, and knowing the common pitfalls of discussion groups, my question 
for them was, “How are you going to keep it safe?” 
 
How can you keep any discussion group safe for everyone to express opinions and not be judged, safe for 
people to believe differently and still be friends, safe for quieter people to express themselves and not have 
the loudest voice carry the day? 
 
These neighbors saw my point pretty quickly, and they were very interested in seeing how Q Place’s Guide-
lines would start their group on the right track, with a safe environment where group members would be 
able to express what they believe without getting into arguments. 
 
Check Out These Guidelines from Q Place 

1. The purpose of a Q Place is to discuss questions about God. 
Every group needs to know why it is meeting and keep that focus. 

2. Initiators start a Q Place and facilitate a healthy small group process. 
The ones starting the group are not “answer people,” but simply make it easier for all to learn and grow 

together. 

3. Q Place is not for experts. It’s for new discoveries. If you think you are an expert, resist the urge to teach. In-

stead, try to listen and ask questions so all can discover answers for themselves. 
All can learn; even the most seasoned. Self-discovery is crucial to helping people grow and learn truth for 

themselves. 

4. The format is informal discussion, not lecture. Q Place provides resources for the discussion. 
I recently heard of a close-knit group that had met for years, until a new person joined who thought she 

needed to lecture. It killed the group! 

5. If at all possible, read and think through the content and questions ahead of time. Share your ideas honestly 

and openly. 
Preparation prevents the discussion from being fluffy and surface level. 

6. In each session, a different person can ask the questions in order to encourage group ownership and dynamic 

discussion. 
If someone can read, they can ask the questions. No one is forced to be the Question-Asker, but most find 

that it’s not difficult. Sitting in that moderator seat will give group members a new perspective—to see 
how important preparation is for rich discussion, how disruptive it is when people don’t follow the 
Guidelines, and how they can grow in their interactions within the group. 

7. Maintain confidentiality, courtesy, and respect toward others, even if they don’t agree with your position. Do 

not judge others and avoid side conversations. 
These are crucial elements to safe discussions. 

8. Do not attempt to resolve all differences or conflicts of opinion. Keep moving when there seems to be an im-

passe. 
People often feel like they have to have every question wrapped up neatly by the time the discussion is 

over. But that short-circuits a powerful process. When you or I leave a group with an open discussion, 
we tend to wrestle with it on a deep level. And when we find the answers—even if it takes months or 
years—that discovery is sweet and meaningful! 

9. Begin and end on time. 
This honors those who made the effort to be there on time. Latecomers will get the idea that they miss 

out by being late, and punctual people will not be frustrated waiting for them. Ending on time but giv-
ing people the option to stick around is a courtesy. 

10. Review the discussion guidelines whenever there’s a new person in the group. 
Like explaining the rules of a game before trying to play it, reviewing the Guidelines ensures that everyone 

is on the same page for your discussions. 



“We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessings . . .” and we thank YOU for 
your ongoing support of filling 400 Thanksgiving bags for families in need. 
See below for a list of needed items. 
 

Southminster is collecting food from November 5 through November 
20 to include in Christopher House Thanksgiving Baskets. You have 
the opportunity to donate food and/or volunteer to help fill bags 
and deliver the food. Below are a complete list of opportunities and 
the list of needed items. You can also pick up a list from either of the 
two Mission collection boxes located just inside the entrance to 
Southminster and just outside the church's library.  

 

Donate: Please place food donations in the Mission collection boxes.  
Volunteer: Leave Southminster Monday, November 20, at 9:00 a.m. to fill bags from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at 
Belmont Craigin. 
Tour: Visit Christopher House’s preschool through 5

th
 grade  school with Southminster’s volunteer team. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering, please email Judy Kating or Vicki Robery. 
 

Basic Shopping List (paper copies available in Mission bins) 
* Cereals - Cherrios, Corn Flakes, Raisin Bran, Rice Chex, Granola Bars 
* Canned proteins - tuna and canned meat, such as chicken, salmon                          
* Bags of dried beans - black, pinto, kidney, back-eyed peas                                                   
* Peanut butter, almond butter, sunflower butter                                                                             
* Boxed stuffing or potato mixes                                                                                                             * 
* Grains - pasta, macaroni & cheese, rice 
* Sauces - marinara, meat, tomato paste/sauce 
* Oatmeal, Cream of Wheat 
* Fresh fruit - clementines, apples, oranges, pears 
* Canned fruit packed in juice (also individual fruit cups, applesauce) 
* Cake mixes - brownies, cookies, pancakes 

 

Additional Family Needs: 
* Family-size liquid hand soap 
* Family-size toothpaste and toothbrushes 
* Toilet tissue, paper towels, and tissues 
* Laundry detergent, all purpose cleaner, disinfectant wipes  
*Paper shopping bags with handles 

 

PLEASE NO GLASS OR EXPIRED FOOD ITEMS. 
 

Thank you for helping those in need and brightening their Thanksgiving! 

Call for Volunteers at Habitat for Humanity House 
Spring of Life/Habitat for Humanity has started construction of our next house in Des 
Plaines after several delays due to permitting issues. This is our first new build since 2008 
and is the 14th house for the partnership. We are currently in the process of framing and 
will be trying to get the exterior closed up by mid-November when the cold weather 
comes. We are in need of volunteers at all skill levels. 

 

Southminster workdays are the following Saturdays  
from 8:00 a.m. to approximately 2:00 p.m. 

 

  November 11 and 25 
  December 9 and 23 
 
 

 

Lunch is provided. If you are interested, please email Tom Snyder 
at thomaspsnyder@hotmail.com.  

mailto:jkating@aol.com
mailto:dvrobery@comcast.net
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Loving Hands Stitchers 

Loving Hands Stitchers is a group of sewists, crocheters, and knitters of all levels who make charitable items 
for St. Alexius Hospital and a variety of other organizations. We meet on the first Saturday of every month at 
10:00 a.m. in Southminster’s library to share projects, learn techniques, and inspire one another. Our next 
meeting is November 4.  

After a brief meeting and show-and-tell, we will make a group project—plastic yarn 
mats for the homeless. Please join us! It's always fun to meet new people and 
gather to do God's work. Materials and tools are provided, but remember to bring 
lunch, as we will take a break at noon.  Hope to see you there! 

 

For more information, call Jan Tossman at 847.259.2679 or email her at 
silkpalette@gmail.com 

Attention Artists and Photographers! 

your here 
I 
m 
A 
g 
e 
s 

Have you noticed that our gallery wall is empty? Perhaps it’s waiting for your display of recent photo-
graphs from a trip, or maybe your special art work. We’re looking to fill that space with your creative 
theme, be it holiday, church, children, or another artistic design. 

 

Let us know if you’re interested. We would love to hear your ideas. See or email Mary Kay Walsh  at 
mwalsh1018@aol.com or Jean Reibel at jeanareibel@gmail.com for further details. 

 

Share Your Soles/Book Drive 

Once again, members of Southminster have 

stepped up to donate shoes and books to 

Share Your Soles. We collected 352 pairs of 

shoes and several boxes of Children’s books. 

Thanks for your help in making this project a 

success and helping so many people! 

November 5:  Theme 1: Freedom in Christ and 
   Instructions for the Christian Life 
November 12: Group decides Theme to discuss 
November 19: Group decides Theme to discuss 
November 26: Group decides Theme to discuss 

Galatians Adult Education Series 

We continue our study on the 
book of Galatians at the 10:10 a.m. 
Sunday Adult Discipling hour. The 
format will be open discussion, 
sharing of thoughts, and reflection 
around 5 themes from Galatians. 
 

We invite all members and guests 
to join us and begin thinking 
about what you believe and why. 
 

The schedule for our Galatians series is as follows: 

mailto:silkpalette@gmail.com






Spiritual Gifts  

Now that our Spiritual Gifts Sermon Series has concluded, I wanted to share a little story that has Spiritual Gifts 
written all over it: 

 

At our recent Loving Hands Stitchers’ meeting, one of our members (who wants to remain anonymous) told 
us about an elderly woman she knows who has been very lonely and lost since her beloved husband passed 
away. She confided in my friend that she felt she had nothing to live for, had no purpose in life, and won-
dered why she was still here on earth. After my friend listened with a compassionate heart, she tried to con-
sole her and reminded her that her family would miss her greatly if she weren’t around. She then remem-
bered that this lady liked to knit and told her about our Loving Hands Stitchers’ ministry here at Southmin-
ster. She explained that we make a variety of things for the hospital and the homeless. The next time my 
friend visited this lady, she handed my friend two full shopping bags of knitted children’s hats, which we have 
now donated to Christopher House. I have a feeling she will be making more! 

 

I decided to share this beautiful story to let you know that we are never too old to discover our gifts and to 
share them with others. Also, we can see how my friend’s gifts for listening and nurturing and encouraging 
came into play. Because my friend used her gifts to lift this lady up and help her find her purpose, she helped 
transform a hopeless, lost individual into someone who now feels a greater sense of fulfillment and renewed 
spirit. So this is my message: Let us never lose sight of our ability to find and share our God-given gifts with 
others. We never know what a huge difference we can make. 

  

As I wrote this story, I realized that many of the gifts my friend used are connected with 
the Nine Arts of Spiritual Conversation that we’ve discussed in our Q Place meetings, such as 
Noticing those around us and paying attention to what’s happening in their lives; Listen-
ing with genuine interest and empa  thy; Asking Questions for further understanding and 
connection; and Demonstrating Love because we know and have witnessed God’s love. If 
you’ve never been to a Q Place meeting, please join us. I think you will find it invigorating and 
worthy of your time. 

Jan Tossman 

Edgar Gabriel’s StringFusion Christmas Concert 
Southminster is excited to welcome StringFusion back to perform their holiday 
album Tidings of Groove in concert on Tuesday, December 5, 7:30 p.m. Edgar 
Gabriel heads up this band whose unique sound is a montage of jazz infused 
rock, blues, classical, country and world music. 

 

From the concert hall to nightclubs, schools, festivals, weddings, and special 
events, Edgar Gabriel’s StringFusion takes its audience on a musical journey 
that transcends time and geography. From Bach to bebop to tunes of today, 
this talented ensemble includes some of Chicago’s finest musicians. 

 

Violinist Edgar Gabriel performs, teaches and composes classical, jazz, and fid-

dle music. He has had the pleasure of performing with great artists, including 

Ray Charles, Jimmy Page and Robert Plant, Smokey Robinson, Andrea Bo-

celli, and renowned ensembles such as Cirque du Soleil, Steppenwolf Thea-

tre, and the Chicago Opera Theater. He has also played recording sessions 

with Cheap Trick, Rachel Barton Pine, and the Plain White T’s. Edgar holds a 

bachelor’s degree in music from NIU and a master’s degree in jazz composi-

tion from DePaul. He also is on the music faculties of Elmhurst College and 

William Rainey Harper College.  


