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Last night we began the Lenten Season with a wonderful Ash Wednesday service in our 
chapel. It was a blessing to be with many of you in that time. I am looking forward to this sea-
son where we find ourselves on the hill of Calvary, listening to our Lord’s words as he uttered 
them from the Cross. Each Sunday we will reflect on a different word from the Cross, leading 
to what will be a very powerful community experience on Maundy Thursday, reflective time 
on Good Friday, and the celebration of the Resurrection on Easter Morning! 

 

 
Our Lenten Schedule is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Concurrent with our Sunday morning Lenten Series, we will also be taking a journey to the cross on Tuesday 
evenings. Over the course of five Tuesday evenings, we will be enjoying meals together, prepared by different 
groups in the congregation, watching a video of Ray VanderLaan, and discussing the Lenten journey to the 
cross. I hope you will plan to join us from 6:00 to 8:00 on Tuesdays. 
 

We are also blessed with an extraordinary treat on Sunday, March 26, as contemporary Christian artist Jon 
Guerra will be joining us at the 11:00 service to lead our congregation in worship. This is a wonderful blessing 
for our congregation and something to invite your friends and family to come experience. 
 

Finally, thank you to all who took the CAT survey this past month. We look forward to the results of the Con-
gregational Assessment Tool and learning more about the health of our congregation and discerning to-
gether where God is leading our congregation in the future. 
 

These are exciting times at Southminster! I’m so glad that you are with us as we look to the future of SPC and 
where God is leading us. May you have a very blessed Lenten season. And as always, I’ll see you in church. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Carlton 
 

Dear Family of Faith at Southminster, 

Date   Scripture   Word from the Cross 
March 5  Luke 23:34   Father Forgive Them 
March 12  Luke 23:43   Today You will be with Me in Paradise 
March 19 John 19:26   Dear Woman, Here is your Son 
March 26  John 19:26   I am Thirsty 
April 2  Matthew 27:46  Why Have You Forsaken Me? 
April 9  John 19:30   It Is Finished (Palm Sunday) 
April 13  Various Passages  The Cry of the Whole Congregation 
         (Maundy Thursday) 
April 14 Luke 23:44-49  Good Friday service at Noon 
April 16 John 20:1-18  Easter Celebration 

Guest Preacher, Sunday March 5  
 Join us on Sunday, March 5, when The Reverend LaDonna Nkosi will be our guest preacher. Reverend LaDonna is the 

convening pastor of The Gathering Chicago, a Community of Prayer and Global/Local Service based in the Hyde Park 
neighborhood of Chicago. She is active in global mission in partnership with Faith in Action in Durban, South Africa, and 
will be traveling in April to serve in their Easter Revival and mission. A clergy member of the Church of the Brethren, Rev-
erend LaDonna holds a Master of Divinity from McCormick Theological Seminary, a Master of Arts from DePaul Univer-
sity, and a Bachelor of Journalism from the University of Missouri. She is currently completing a Doctor of Ministry at 
McCormick Theological Seminary. We hope you can join us for her sermon “Father, Forgive them. Father, Forgive Us.” 
And please pray for The Gathering Chicago’s Global and Local ministries.  www.thegatheringchicago.org. 



Dear Friends, 

The season of Lent is upon us as we prepare our hearts 
and minds to journey to the cross with Jesus. During this 
season, we will also be building awareness of the new 

Stephen Ministry starting at Southminster. The theme of Stephen Ministry is "Christ Caring for People through 
People." During Lent, we learn of the ultimate cost that Christ paid to cleanse us by taking on our sin. Stephen 
ministers are trained to be Christ to others, accompanying them through the difficult times of life, which we all 
experience from time to time. 
 
Sunday, March 19, will be Stephen Ministry Sunday, so be sure to attend so you can learn more! Stephen Min-
isters undergo 50 hours of specialized training and an interview process to ensure that their spiritual gifts are 
the right match for this powerful ministry. Southminster's Stephen Leaders, who will oversee the Stephen Min-
isters, consist of Reverend Susan Peterson, Kathy Gudonis, and Liz Sass. This is a very experienced team, and I 
am thrilled to be working with them. Susan and Liz have extensive experience serving as Stephen Leaders 
with their former congregations. Kathy Gudonis brings her professional counseling experience and Master of 
Divinity degree. To learn more, please read the informative article in this issue about Stephen Ministry. 
 

In Christ, 
 

The Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson 
 
 

 

Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
     ~Galatians 6:2 

Contemporary Worship with Jon Guerra 

Join us Sunday, March 26, when Christian singer/songwriter Jon Guerra leads our contem-
porary worship service. With one of the most compelling voices you’ll ever hear, Jon is also 
one of the most intriguing artists you’ll ever meet. Jon and his wife, Valerie, serve at Harvest 
Bible Church in Chicago when they aren’t on tour with Vertical Church Band, who spent 
December 2016 bringing the sounds of Christmas to the Midwest with Sara Masterson, 
Amy Grant, and Vince Gill.   

  

Jon is steadily being recognized as one of today’s most gifted, intellectual, and groundbreaking singer/
songwriter/multi-instrumentalists with a penchant for thought-provoking lyrics, innovative instrumentation, 
and pleading vocals regularly wrapped around an entrancing, worshipful undercurrent. Like many of his 
groundbreaking muses, Jon brings intelligence, passion, and originality to his music, which shows just as 
many shades of a timeless troubadour as someone with a truly revolutionary approach to congregational 
contexts.  
 

Of his latest album, Little Songs (Essential Records), Jon confirms, “The most personal songs are the most wor-
shipful. For [Little Songs] that’s just where it went. These 11 songs are my best effort at being a songwriter, at 
pleasing God, at giving something that I think is going to be useful to my friends and family in their journey of 
faith, and something that will be useful to churches on a Sunday morning as they try to engage with God as a 
faith community.” Jon says of his music, “My goal is the ministry of art, if that’s possible. For a long time, art 
and ministry have been at odds, but I don’t think that needs to be the case. I think artists can love their 
neighbor as they love themselves, while keeping their finger on the pulse of what makes a good song and 
what makes good art. Hopefully I can say beautiful things, sing beautifully, and then let the beauty do its 
work.” 
 

We hope you will join us for this very special day of worship and music with Jon Guerra, and Sing to the 
LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 



I was single and 29 and had just 
completed my training as a 
Stephen Minister. Because of my 
age, I assumed I would be paired 
with a young adult. However, the 
Stephen Leader coordinator said, 
“The person you will be giving care 
to is an 82-year-old man who is not 
a member of our church. He was 
widowed 20 years ago and 
stopped attending church at that 
time.” I whispered a prayer: “Please, 
God, let me find something in com-
mon to talk about with this man.” 
 

I was told that “The man had vis-
ited our church a couple of times in 
the past month and talked with our 
pastor last week. He had been an-
gry at the church and at God for a 
long time, but he figured it was 
time to make his peace with both. 
During the course of the conversa-
tion, the pastor told him about 
Stephen Ministry, and the man said 
he’d like to have a Stephen Minis-
ter.” 
 

So there I found myself, making my 
way to his front door, worrying 
about what to say and how I could 
help this man. I stepped onto the 
porch and saw through his front 
window that he was watching a 
baseball game. “Baseball! At least 
we have that in common,” I 
thought, breathing a sigh of relief 
that God had answered my prayer. 
 

Baseball worked well as a starting 
point, and we began to build a 
friendship during that first visit. Ac-
tually, Henry and I had a number of 
things in common. We were both 
from small Midwestern towns, and 
we were both feeling a similar level 
of self-conscious awkwardness. We 
agreed to meet in his home for 
about an hour each week. 
 

Initially, I avoided spiritual ques-
tions. My Stephen Ministry training 
cautioned me against pushing this 

issue before a relationship is ready. 
Gradually, Henry began to open 
up. One evening, he showed me 
pictures of his wife, family, and 
friends. When I asked him to tell me 
about his wife, he talked about her 
freely. He told me about how they 
met and how much they’d loved 
each other. He touched briefly on 
her death and his loneliness, but he 
didn’t want to dwell on it, so I did-
n’t push. I asked him about his rela-
tionship with God, and he said he 
still believed in God and felt it was 
time to go back to church, but it 
was difficult. He had always gone 
with his wife and found it hard to 
go alone. I told him I would go 
with him. He thanked me and said 
he would let me know when he 
was ready. 
 

Henry and I were very good at 
small talk, but not so much with 
deeper issues. Stephen Ministers 
taught me to ask open-ended ques-
tions, but Henry would respond 
briefly and return to small talk. Un-
fortunately, we were two men from 
the same mold— it was difficult for 
both of us to talk about feelings. 
Still, we kept trying.  
 

Stephen Ministers encouraged me 
to focus on the relationship, not on 
solutions. “Be patient,” they said. 
“It’s okay to move slowly; God 
brought you and Henry together 
for a reason.” Their support really 
helped me. Occasionally, I’d tell 
Henry about preparing for my up-
coming wedding. God used this 
topic to prompt Henry toward 
deeper issues. As my wedding ap-
proached, we talked more about 
marriage, wives, and relationships. 
Our relationship progressed to a 
deeper level. 
 

The week before my wedding, 
Henry surprised me by asking to 
come to church with me. When I 
came to pick him up, Henry met me 

at the door in his pajamas, saying 
he didn’t feel well. Disappointed 
and wondering if it was just an ex-
cuse, I told him I’d call later to see 
how he was feeling. But when I 
did, I got no answer; in the eve-
ning, no answer; Monday, still no 
answer. Did he felt guilty? Angry? 
Or was it something else? I didn’t 
want to leave for my wedding 
without knowing what was going 
on, so I drove to his house on Tues-
day. His car was in the driveway, 
but no one was home. I started 
worrying that something was seri-
ously wrong, so I left a note on the 
door with my phone number, ask-
ing him to call.  
 

That evening Henry called me from 
the hospital. He had suffered a 
heart attack. He wanted to call me 
sooner, but couldn’t remember my 
phone number. Henry’s neighbor 
told him about my note. I immedi-
ately visited Henry. He had been in 
the hospital since Sunday, was do-
ing better, and would return home 
soon. Over the next couple of days, 
we talked about life, death, Jesus, 
and salvation. I held his hand while 
we prayed and I read from the 
Psalms and recited the Lord’s 
Prayer. Henry was steadily improv-
ing and scheduled to go home. I 
visited with him the evening before 
my wedding, and he gave me 
some fatherly advice I will never 
forget: “Always, always love your 
wife, and never, ever take her for 
granted.” We both had tears in our 
eyes, as we embraced before I de-
parted. I told him I’d be gone for 
only ten days and would call him. I 
called him twice that week. He was 
eager to see me when I returned, 
and he promised he would go to 
church with my wife and me the 
first Sunday we were back. How-
ever, the day after we returned, he 
was readmitted for bypass surgery. 
The thought of surgery and inten-

A Stephen Minister Story 
“Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant” by Joel Bretscher 



sive care troubled him. I was also 
intimidated by the situation, the 
surroundings, and especially the 
postsurgical visits with him in inten-
sive care. It was my first time minis-
tering in such circumstances. 
 

The surgery went fairly well. He 
was weak and couldn’t talk much 
when I visited. I mostly held his 
hand, read psalms, and prayed 
with him. He showed his apprecia-
tion by smiling, nodding his head, 
and squeezing my hand. After six 
days in the ICU, Henry finally 
moved to another room. 
 

I went to the hospital to visit him 
there one more time and celebrate 
his progress but when I entered his 
room, I was startled to find some-
one else in his bed. I asked a nurse, 
“Where’s Henry?” She asked, “Are 
you a relative?” “No,” I said, “he 
doesn’t have any relatives in town. 
I’m a good friend from his church.” 
She paused and said, “I’m sorry, but 
he died this morning.” 
 

I was dazed when I left the hospi-
tal. My wife, Della, was in the car. 
She saw my face and knew. She 
hugged me and asked, “Do you 
want to go home?” I said I couldn’t 

just sit; I had to do something. 
Walking around the mall, I wan-
dered into a Christian bookstore. 
Behind the register was a large 
painting of a man standing at the 
gates of heaven, receiving a wel-
coming embrace from Jesus. Below 
it read, “Well done, good and faith-
ful servant.” I was able to smile be-
cause I knew then that Henry was 
home. 
 

Only a handful of people were at 
Henry’s funeral. After the funeral, 
the pastor and I stopped for ice 
cream. We didn’t say a whole lot, 
but the pastor smiled and thanked 
me for what I had done. “You 
know, you made a very big differ-
ence in Henry’s life,” he said, “and I 
think this relationship has also had 
a big impact on your faith and who 
you are.” My Stephen Ministry peer 
supervision group met the evening 
of Henry’s funeral. I told them that 
my care receiver had been buried 
that day. What happened next I 
can only describe with words from 
Matthew 4:11— “. . . and the angels 
came and ministered to him.” That 
night my tears became their tears, 
my sorrows their sorrows, my joys 
their joys. 
 

To me, Stephen Ministry means 
growth. It means life. It means a 
faith practiced and caring for oth-
ers. Stephen Ministry made a differ-
ence in Henry’s walk with Jesus, 
and it made a difference in my own 
walk, as I gave care in Jesus’ name. 
I did not always see God at work in 
my caring relationship, but looking 
back, I can see Christ was there 
every step of the way. Jesus’ prom-
ise, “Where two or three are gath-
ered, there I am also,” became real 
to Henry and me. Stephen Ministry 
offered me a way to be the per-
sonal presence of Christ to Henry in 
his time of greatest need. 
 
About the Author 
Joel Bretscher serves as Director of 
Communications at Stephen Minis-
tries. Prior to joining the St. Louis-
based staff in 1995, he trained and 
served as a Stephen Minister at 
Christ Church Lutheran in Phoenix, 
Arizona. Christ Church began its 
Stephen Ministry in 1986 and has 
since trained hundreds of Stephen 
Ministers who, in turn, have pro-
vided Christ-centered care and sup-
port to countless hurting people. 

 

 

We invite you to journey with us on the path to the Cross this 
Lenten season when Southminster hosts a 5-night Lenten Din-
ner Series on Tuesday evenings, beginning March 7 and con-
tinuing through April 4. Dinner will be in the downstairs Com-
munity Room beginning at 6:00 p.m. and followed by a Ray 
Vander Laan video at 6:30 and group discussion from 7:00 – 
8:00. Childcare will be provided. 
 
We hope you will join us on as many Tuesdays as you can as 
we walk the path to the cross.   

The Path to the Cross 

For Your Marriage 

If your spouse asks what’s wrong, don’t say “nothing” if there is. Even if you can’t talk about it 
right away, let them know there is something that needs to be resolved. 
 
 

foryourmarriage.org 







 
CAT stands for Congregational Assessment Tool. It is a 100 question assessment 
that will provide a clear picture of our church at this time and where God wants 
to lead us in the future. The deadline for taking this assessment is Sunday, March 
5. We are asking that you fill out the assessment as soon as possible, as the dead-

line is fast approaching. You can access the assessment via our website. Just go 
to the Home page at www.spcah.org, scroll down, and click on the CAT picture. 
If you need help filling out the form or would like a paper copy, please talk to 
Diane in the church office. Thank you!  

Dear friends, 

We have entered a new church season, Lent! However, if we’re honest, I think it’s fair to say that 
we focus a little bit more on the celebratory end of Lent rather than the season itself. That’s not 
very surprising. Lent starts with Ash Wednesday, a day to remind ourselves that we are finite hu-
mans who will return to the ash. The full 40-day period of Lent is an extended time to reflect on 
where we have fallen short of following God and to repent. After Maundy Thursday and Good 

Friday, we finally get to Easter, when we celebrate Christ’s resurrection and defeat over death. Which part is 
more appealing to us as adults? Furthermore, with a widespread focus on Easter candy, dying Easter eggs, 
and more, which part is more appealing to children? 

 

Don’t get me wrong; there is no Christianity without Easter, and I take immense joy is proclaiming “He is 
risen!” on Easter morning. However, we can’t skip over the journey before that. To celebrate the resurrection, 
we have to acknowledge Christ’s death. To see the need for Christ’s death, we have to look at ourselves. This 
can hurt, but it is absolutely necessary. If we skip over the reflection and meditation of Lent, we might set a 
trap for ourselves. We become so accustomed to the forgiveness through Christ that we start to think, “We 
are perfect,” forgetting that “we are made perfect only through him.” Talking about our sins is difficult with 
adults, and it is all the more challenging with kids. If we do not recognize this bad news, however, we cannot 
claim the eternally good news that he is risen indeed. 
 

I pray that this Lent we will take the time to reflect and turn to God in a time of enriching spiritual growth. 
 

God bless, 
 

Kjirstin 

Max Lucado Lenten Discipling Series  

Join us for our Adult Discipling series He Chose the Nails by Max Lucado. We’ll meet 
each Sunday during Lent at 10:10 and learn what Christ gave to us at his crucifixion. 
“Every gift from God reveals his love, but no gift reveals his love more than the gifts of 
the cross.”      
     

        March 5        He Chose to Be One of Us - Chuck Tossman 
        March 12    He Chose to Forgive Us - Jean Ward 
        March 19    He Chose to Invite Us into His Presence - Floyd Strimling 
        March 26    He Chose to Love Us Forever - Bob Erickson 
        April 2        He Chose to Give Us Victory - Jean Ward 
        April 9        Wrap Up: He Chose the Nails - Floyd Strimling  
   

Come closer to Christ this Lenten series and gain new perspective on the sacrifice He 
made for us so we may live in His love forever.  

 
Don’t Forget to Take The C.A.T. 



The Counseling Corner at Southminster 
Making a Difference in our Community 

We must find time to stop and thank the people who 
make a difference in our lives.        ~John F. Kennedy 

I’ve been thinking about the mentors I’ve had throughout my life. I feel blessed and privileged 
to know many people who have made a difference in my life and influenced me in powerful, 
positive, and meaningful ways. Webster’s Dictionary defines a mentor as a trusted guide, tutor, 
or coach. My father was my first mentor, a hard working, honest man who raised three children 
alone. He loved his family. We always came first, and he taught us “the importance of family and 
to love one another and stick together.” He role-modeled a good heart, never complained, and 
always helped others. He is 80 now, and I still look up to him and recall many things he has 
taught me. I thank him with a card every year on Father’s Day and his birthday, but I have yet to 
sit down and really thank him for his guidance, trust, and “life coaching.” As I write, I am think-
ing of several ways I could thank him. I’m opting for a visit, but I may get a bit emotional, as I 
think of how much I respect and love him and all the values he has passed on to me. 
 

Other mentors in my life include my uncle Fred, who has cared for and loved his wife, my dad, 
and his family. He is hard-working, honest, and a darn-good man. My sister Cheryl and brother 
Russell have shown strength and perseverance through many life-challenging situations. My 
two grown sons, Harry and Ryan, have taught me about patience, acceptance and uncondi-
tional love, and imperfection while my husband and life partner for over 40 years has been a 
mentor in his dedication to his family, morals, values, and integrity.  My mother-in-law, whom I 
met when I was 19, taught me about Jewish Holidays and the importance of family love and 
hard work. She was one of the first women to start a messenger service. My friend Dee Dee is a 
constant presence in my life and amazes me at how she cares for everyone she meets. Her 93-
year-old mother, whom I refer to as Aunt Jennie, has mentored me for over 40 years. I value the 
way she prioritizes and loves God, family, and friends. Another friend Flavia exemplifies what it 
means to follow Jesus and be a Christian. She is a jewel, and I am grateful we crossed paths. 
 

I love each and every one of my mentors, but have I thanked them for their influence in my life? 
If we look around, mentors are everywhere. They might be teachers, parents, family members, 
church members, pastors, co-workers, or neighbors. I encourage you to take time to think about 
who your mentors are and how you can thank them for their priceless gifts.  
 

With a grateful heart, 
 

 Cynthia Apelbaum                                                                                                             

Calling All Vegetable Gardeners! 

Interested in planting with a purpose?  
The vegetable garden at Southminster is more than just a garden, it’s a ministry! It began as the Children’s 
Sunday School Garden where children gardened and learned about caring for God’s creation. After a time, 
SPC began donating all the produce to Faith Community Homes, an organization that houses homeless fami-
lies and helps them find jobs and a new start. Under the leadership of George 
Egner, Keith North, and other volunteers, fresh, delicious produce is donated 
every summer to families in need who are rebuilding their lives at Faith Commu-
nity Homes. George is now over 92 years old, and it is time to pass the torch. 
 

Wanted: Chief Gardener and volunteers to manage our garden 
Tasks: planting, weeding, hoeing, watering, harvesting, delivering produce 
Time frame: late April – October 
Info. Meeting: Sunday, March 12, at 10:15 in the Barnabas room 

 

For more information or to RSVP to the meeting, please call Pastor Liz at 847.392.1060 or email liz@spcah.org. 



The Chicago Presbytery Assembly consists of the 
clergy members of the Presbytery of Chicago and 
an approximately equal number of elders who 
are commissioners. The Assembly's purpose is to 
oversee the mission and governance of the Pres-
bytery of Chicago. The Church council chooses Commissioners of which Southminster is allowed three. Any 
church member is eligible to be a Commissioner or an alternate who may attend and vote in the absence of a 
regular Commissioner. While we may have any number of alternates, only three Commissioners vote at As-
sembly meetings. 
 

Serving as a Commissioner is much like serving for a local government, but with the added plus of having the 
opportunity to meet other Presbyterians, learn what our leaders are planning for us, vote on important issues, 
visit other churches in our Presbytery, and make contacts with other local churches to learn about successful 
programs. A worship service is also a central part of the Assembly meetings. 
  

The remaining 2017 Assembly meetings for the Presbytery of Chicago are as follows: 
Tuesday, May 16, 3:00 - 9:00. First Presbyterian Church in River Forest 
Tuesday, September 19, 3:00 - 9:00. Wheaton First Presbyterian Church 
Saturday, December 2, 9:30 - 3:00. Chicago Second Presbyterian Church on South Michigan Avenue. 
 

(A light lunch is available at daytime meetings; dinner is available at evening meetings, both paid for by Southminster.) 
  

If you are interested in serving as a Commissioner or an alternate or have questions about this opportunity, 
please talk to Mary Kay Walsh, Clerk and current Commissioner. To talk to a church member who has been 
involved as a Commissioner and has served on Chicago Presbytery committees, talk to Mark Nokes.  

Presbyterian Assembly 
 

This pilgrimages is for anyone who longs for a renewed sense of God’s presence; 
has lost that “lovin’” feeling’; wants to recapture that “mountaintop” experience; de-
sires to strengthen his/her relationship with the Divine; and YOU! 
 

Presbyterian Pilgrimage Spiritual Retreats are 72-hour weekend experiences that are 
focused on God’s love for God’s children through the presence of Jesus Christ, in-
spired by the Holy Spirit. Presbyterian Pilgrimages are co-ed, laity-led, and clergy 
supported. 
 

This year’s retreat begins on Thursday, April 20, at 5:00 p.m. and runs through Sun-
day afternoon on April 23 at the DeKoven Center in Racine, Wisconsin. 
 

There’s nothing magical about the Pilgrimage experience. It’s not the only way one 
can experience God in new ways. But what these events do is place people in envi-
ronments of love where the world can stop spinning for a moment, allowing partici-
pants to realize that God is good all the time! It’s an opportunity to still one’s heart 
and mind from the outside pressures and submit to the Holy Spirit as He works in 
our lives. Who can’t use that? 

 

One past participant wrote, “Pilgrimage was a spa for my mind and spirit that will 
last a lifetime and can be shared with others. I didn’t know what to expect, and I’m 
glad it was more than I ever would have thought it could be. 

 

If you’re interested in learning more about this Presbyterian Pilgrimage, visit the information table in South-

minster’s narthex between worship services this month and pick up an application. Ask past participants 

Cindy Apelbaum, Kathy Erikson, Jim Peterson, Susan Peterson, Barbara Schwarting, Erik Sealund, and Michelle 

Smith about their experiences. You can also explore the Chicagoland Presbyterian Pilgrimage website at 

http://www.chpilgrimage.org/. 

Retreat into Christ (and away from all of life’s “NOISE”)  
Attend the Chicago Presbyterian Pilgrimage !  



Seeing with new eyes 

Pastor John Ortberg writes of noticing as the spiritual discipline of seeing God at 
work all around you. Exercising this discipline challenges us to broaden our focus, 
slow down our pace of life, and witness God’s grace in ordinary people, things, 
and events. In the study of grace in the Pursuing Spiritual Transformation series, 
Ortberg shares what it means to live in grace and how it relates to noticing: 
 

If we want to live in grace, we must develop eyes that see. We must learn what 
might be called the discipline of noticing. To notice something—to truly pay attention—is a powerful 
thing.… The practice of noticing is a skill. It involves learning to pay attention to gifts that we otherwise 
take for granted.… They are gracious gifts. And what’s even more amazing is that their Giver is lovingly 
present with you even as you are experiencing them. (Doug Pollock, God Space) 
 

In his book My Name Is Asher Lev, Chiam Potok’s main character is an awakening artist, beginning to see the 
world with a different perspective. The author captures a simple moment at a family dinner from the emerg-
ing artist’s point of view: 

That was the night I began to realize that something was happening to my eyes. I looked at my father 
and saw lines and planes I had never seen before. I could feel with my eyes. I could feel my eyes mov-
ing across the lines around his eyes and into and over the deep furrows on his forehead. He was thirty
-five years old, and there were lines on his face and forehead. I could feel the lines with my eyes and 
feel, too, the long straight flat bridge of his nose and the clear darkness of his eyes and the strong thick 
curves of the red eyebrows and the thick red hair of his beard graying a little—I saw the stray gray 
strands in the tangle of hair below his lips. I could feel lines and points and planes. I could feel texture 
and color.... I felt myself flooded with the shapes and textures of the world around me. I closed my 
eyes. But I could still see that way inside my head. I was seeing with another pair of eyes that had sud-
denly come awake. (John Ortberg, Grace: An Invitation to a Way of Life) 
 

What if we paid attention to people with a new set of eyes that “suddenly came awake”? What if we focused 
on others instead of on our own agendas? 

 

A Samaritan traveling the road came [upon the injured man]. When he saw the man's condition, his heart 
went out to him. Luke 10:33 (The Message) 
 

I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. John 4:35 (NIV) 
 

www.qplace.com 

South Loop Music Festival 
The South Loop Music Festival highlights Chicago-area freelance classi-
cal musicians who are a vital part of the musical fabric of Chicago. They 
serve as members of regional orchestras, teach at smaller local colleges 
and universities, and are an important core of the substitute musician 
pool for larger well-known Chicago institutions such as the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, the Grant Park Music Festival, and the Orchestra 
of the Lyric Opera of Chicago. 
 

You are invited to this year’s Festival, which focuses on music by the 
20th century French composers collective Les Six. Created as an artistic 
response to weighty Romantic Germanic compositions and the nebu-
lous Impressionism of older French composers, Les Six reveled in the 
music of dance halls, jazz bands, and emphasized simplicity through approachable melodies and harmonies.  
 

In an effort to expand our reach beyond the South Loop, we will be presenting a concert in Arlington Heights 
on Sunday, March 19, at 4:00 p.m. at Southminster Presbyterian Church. Musicians include Dileep Gangolli, 
clarinet; Janice MacDonald, flute; and Beatriz Helguera-Snow, piano. This one-hour performance includes mu-
sic by Germaine Tailleferre, Francis Poulenc, Louis Durey and Arthur Honegger will be featured. 
 

We hope you will join us for this beautiful musical experience. A free-will donation is appreciated. 



Supportive Housing in Arlington Heights 

Supportive Housing for the Mentally Ill and Disabled is coming to Arlington Heights! Currently, plans for 16 
two-bedroom apartments in Heart’s Place, to be located at 120 & 122 E. Boeger Drive, are being submitted to 
village committees for approval. This project is smaller than the original one proposed for the location in 2010 
and meets the parking requirement. 
 

SPC’s Faith in Action Team is working in conjunction with Arlington Heights churches to support this pro-
posed housing, and we need your help. If you are an Arlington Heights resident, we need you to sign and 
mail three letters of support to Arlington Heights Mayor, Tom Hayes; Cook County President, Toni Preck-
winckle; and the Illinois Housing Authority. You don’t need to write the letters. They are available for pickup 
now. 
 

According to Hugh Brady, Co-President of the Housing Task 
Force, a market study found that 973 supportive housing 
units are needed in the Northwest suburbs. To help meet 
this need, the team of churches is not only supporting 
Heart’s Place but is also in the process of looking for open 
land in Arlington Heights for another facility. We will con-
tinue to visit village trustees and the mayor to ask their sup-
port for such a project. 
 

We are hopeful that our congregation will support this type 
of facility and come out to board meetings and commission 
meetings to show we care. It is important that we as Chris-
tians stand up for one of the vulnerable populations in our 
midst. Let us hear from you! If you are interested in joining 
us, email me at lwaycie@wowway.com or call me at 
847.577.6307. 
 

Mt. Prospect, Wheeling, and Palatine have or expect to 
build supportive housing for these individuals. Let’s help the 
mentally ill and disabled among us and make sure this hap-
pens. If you would like these letters mailed to you, email 
Linda Waycie at lwaycie@wowway.com. 
 

Linda Waycie 

Supportive Housing Team Co-leader, Faith in Action 

Dr. Joseph C. Morton Scholarship 

Are you or do you know a High School Senior planning on attending college in 
the 2017-2018 school year? If so, please complete this application so we can de-
termine your eligibility to receive funds donated to help students attend post-
secondary education and who satisfy criteria developed by the Dr. Joseph C. Mor-
ton Scholarship Committee (“JCMSC”). We will be awarding (3) -$1,000.00 schol-
arships for the 2017-18 academic year. 
  

If any questions are not applicable to you, please attach an explanation referring 
to the questions by section. If more space is required, you may attach additional 
information.  
  

You must submit all required documents by April 20, 2017.  Only applications 
found to be complete as of the application deadline will be considered. You can 
access the scholarship by visiting www.spcah.org. Just hover over the Children/
Youth options on the top menu, and then choose the Youth tab. 

Standing from left to right: Gary Gephart, St. John United 

Church of Christ; Loryn Ankeny, Our Savior Lutheran Church; 

Hugh Brady, Housing Task Force; Linda Waycie, Southmin-

ster Presbyterian Church. 

Seated from left to right: Nancy Duel, First United Method-

ist Church; Judy Hockenberry, First Pres. of Arl. Hts.; Connie 

Stewart, Congregational United Church of Christ. 

Not pictured: Richard Fung, St. James Catholic Church. 



Again, many thanks to everyone who donated plastic bags for our February 
group project: mats for the homeless. We had a great turnout and were kept 
busy folding, cutting, looping, and crocheting plarn (plastic yarn). Some of our 
crocheters took materials home to continue working. We were thrilled to have 
two young ladies (Ally Strimling and her friend Sarah) join us. After some one-on-
one help from our fine crocheters, they were well on their way. It takes about 
700 bags to create one mat, so it will be a little while until we have a few mats 
ready to take over to PADS. But one is completed! 

  

At this time, we are not accepting bags or wedding gowns, as we have all we 
need and can store. I'm sure we will collect them again in the future. We are grate-
ful to Shawn Erickson and Jean Ward for donating their lovely wedding gowns to 
be turned into baby buntings and outfits for stillborns. On March 4, we will meet 
in the Southminster library from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. This month we are hon-
ored to have long-time church member Grace Barr give us a demonstration on 
how she makes her fabric balls for young children. She has been making these 
toys for many years and donating them to Christopher House. 
 

Anyone interested is welcome to join us. Please note that the side door of the 
church will be closed after 10:15. If you arrive later, please call my cell phone, 
847.259.2679, and someone will open the door for you. Hope to see you soon! 
 

Jan Tossman 

Hello Friends of the Food Pantry 

Loving Hands Stitchers 

Care Ministry / Deacon of the Month 

John Riggs 
847.346.5167 

Ellen Riggs 
847.660.4999 

Every member and friend of Southminster is assigned to a parish which 
is overseen by two deacons. Deacons can bring meals to you when you 
are sick, help provide transportation if needed, pray with you about a 
concern, or connect you with other resources at the church. Please call 
or email the deacon of the month who can connect you with our caring 
ministry and your deacon.  
 

Ellen Riggs and John Riggs  are your Care Ministry/Deacons for March. 

Night Ministry Thanks You 
During March, please consider donating some of these 
Top 5 Most Needed Items: 
  

• Beans (baked, black, kidney, pinto, red) No Green 
• Fruit 
• Pasta Sauce 
• Rice 
• Soup, especially chunky & creamed (cream of chicken, 

cream of celery, cream of mushroom, etc.) 
  

Without donors like you, we couldn’t serve 400+ families 
per month. We’re appreciative of  your ongoing support! 
  

Thank you & Happy St. Patrick’s Day, 
  

 

 Julie Villarreal, MA 

 Director of General Assistance 
 Wheeling Township 

A big thank you to everyone who donated to 
this very worthy cause. On Tuesday, February 
7, the Mission Team delivered four boxes and 
one shopping bag full of hygiene items and 
socks to Night Ministry in Chicago. The Night 
Ministry drives a mini bus along Chicago 
streets at night and distributes these items to 
needy people. So keep saving those hotel-size 
lotions, shampoos, etc. because we will do this 
again next winter! 
Thank you! 
 

 
The Mission Team 

 

Sandy and 
Jean  


