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Worship in January 
Decisions 
Romans 1:20-22 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Guest Preacher Tim Jones, Good News Partners 
Communion 

 
Wedding at Cana 
John 2:1-11 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  
 
Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
John 2:13-25 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  
 
Nicodemus 
John 3:1-21 
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  



I hope that you are staying warm during these chilly January days of the New Year! No matter 
how cold it is outside, the fellowship is always warm at Southminster! I pray that you all enjoyed 
a wonderful Christmas and a very happy New Year’s celebration. 
 

Looking back, 2017 was a year of transition at SPC. You have adjusted well to a (mostly) new 
staff, and you have engaged in ministry in a wide variety of ways. Over the past year, we stud-

ied during the education hour a wide array of Bible studies and small groups and have enjoyed an evening 
Lenten series.  We engaged in mission partnerships not only with our mission partners but also with local 
churches. We explored race relations with our Faith in Action team, and this past fall we learned about our 
Spiritual Gifts and how God wants to use each of us for the building up of his Church here at Southminster.   

 

This past Advent season was particularly powerful for me. Thanks to our children’s ministry for their efforts in 
planning our Christmas Pageant, and of course, all those who worked on the festive celebration of Joe and 
Mary: A Christmas Wedding.  Thank you to ALL who invested so much time and energy into creating this 
wonderful production. It was a blessing to our church and our community! 

 

As we turn our attention to 2018, we have quite a bit of work ahead of us. This month is Mission Focus at SPC, 
when we’ll be hearing from representatives from some of our various mission partners, beginning with Tim 
Jones from Good News Partners on January 7. In February, our Faith in Action team is presenting a forum dis-
cussion on homosexuality and the church. This will take place on the afternoon of February 11. Then we’ll be 
heading into Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday on February 14. 

 

The Council has been working through a strategic planning process this past fall, and it is nearing its culmina-
tion. We will be having our next meeting on January 20 and look forward to sharing information about our 
plan at the Annual Meeting in early February. 
 

Also hard at work is our Pastor Nominating Committee. This group was elected in early September with the 
charge of doing a search to find the next called Senior Pastor for Southminster. They have met with their 
Commission on Ministry (COM) liaison from Presbytery to discuss procedures and explore the process that the 
team will go through. They are currently completing the Ministry Information Form (MIF) for our congrega-
tion, which provides a narrative picture of the mission and ministry of Southminster as well as attributes the 
church is seeking for the called Pastor position. It expresses Southminster’s ministry context, demographics, 
history, theology, vales, leadership needs, and expectations. The MIF is then presented/approved first by 
Council and then by Presbytery. Then it will be posted to the Presbytery website (probably in February 2018) 
and we’ll be ready to receive applications. As you can see, this is a heavily involved process. Please keep the 
team in your prayers as they seek God’s will for the leader God has called to Southminster. 

 

Over the next few months, we will be returning to the Narrative 
Lectionary in worship with a focus on the Gospel of John. John 
is an extremely deep, theological book that speaks to us at many 
levels in the church today. I look forward to exploring these 
powerful passages with you in worship. 
 

God is doing great things here at Southminster, and each of you 
is an important part! Thank you for the ways that you engage 
and support the ministries we are about here at SPC. May God 
be with you in 2018, and as always, I’ll see you in Church! 

 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Carlton 

Dear members and friends of Southminster, 

Happy New Year 



Dear Friends, 
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future."  Jeremiah 29:11 

Happy New Year! I love the New Year because it truly can be a fresh start, a new beginning! No 
matter whether last year was good for you or difficult, God reminds us that with God all things 

are possible. The psalmist gives us images of water springing forth in dry land and the prophet Jeremiah re-
minds us that God wants only the best for us. Indeed, hope is in our future because Jesus is present with us 
now and in our eternal life. What a gift to know that the creator of the universe invites each of us into a per-
sonal relationship with Him, both today and for all eternity! I hope in this New Year that you will reflect and 
draw closer to Christ and see Him at work in 
your life and in our world. I hope you are en-
couraged and find time for renewal. 
 

Women of all ages will have the opportunity 
to find time for renewal at the upcoming 
women's conference, simulcast right here at 
Southminster. I hope all women are able to 
attend this intergenerational event. 
  

Blessings to you in this New Year, 
   

Elizabeth (Liz) Nickerson 

Associate Pastor 

Pink Impact Women’s Conference 
 

Friday, February 9, 7:00 - 9:30 p.m. and 

Saturday, February 10, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Free children's activities planned 

 

Become a Chicago Presbytery Commissioner! 

Every year the Council elects Commissioners to the Chicago Presbytery at our January 20 Council meeting. 
The number of Commissioners each church is allowed is determined by the number of members. Southmin-
ster has three Commissioners. 
  

This past year, we have been served by long-time Commissioner Mark Nokes as well as Mary Kay Walsh and 
Jean Reibel. Mark has indicated that he would like to continue as a Commissioner, which leaves openings for 
two Southminster parishioners to become Commissioners. Would you consider taking this opportunity to 
serve as a Commissioner and learn more about how our Presbyterian Church operates at a regional level 
through the Chicago Presbytery? Meetings include a time of worship, opportunities to visit with other mem-
bers over coffee and a meal, and business items.  

 

 If you would like to serve as a Commissioner or would like more information about the opportunity, please 
call Pastor David Carlton at 708.256.5263 or email david@spcah.org.  You can also speak with Mary Kay Walsh 
at 847.255.5941 or email mwalsh1018@aol.com. 
  

You can also attend a Chicago Presbytery meeting, in whole or in part, before committing to being a Commis-
sioner. There is also the occasional need for a substitute Commissioner in the event of a Commissioner’s ab-
sence. If either of these opportunities interests you, please contact Mary Kay Walsh. 

             The 2018 meeting schedule is as follows: 

 

             Saturday, February 10, at Evanston First Presbyterian, 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
          

             Tuesday, May 15, at Winnetka Presbyterian, 4:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
 

             Tuesday, September 18, TBD 

 

            Saturday, December 1, Arlington Heights First Presbyterian, 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

mailto:david@spcah.org
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After all the busyness in December, I hope everyone had a chance to spend time with family 
and friends, just slowing down and staying warm. Our children were busy in early December 
with the Christmas Pageant, which included a number of PDO children as well. This was a 
great joy to put together and to see Pastor David and Miss Sue lead the children in song! 

 

Our children’s Sunday school starts off the New Year studying Penguins and learning how 
they offer us lessons about God’s Love. We welcome anyone the opportunity to spend time with our kids by 
teaching a Sunday school lesson. The lessons are simple and already prepared for you. If this is something 
you’d like to do, please email me at kari@spcah.org. 

 

The New Year offers us an opportunity to reflect on the year past and dream about the year to come. One 
thing I have been working on is being more aware of God’s presence and allowing space for the Holy Spirit to 
work in my life. I have been teaching the Youth during Sunday Mornings in the Loft, and we have been learn-
ing about the labyrinth we began building this month and the stations it will include. Each station offers a 
time to reflect on the things in our lives that might interfere with, or enhance, our relationship with our self, 
other people, and our world, as well as our relationship 
with the Holy Spirit. We are excited about actually walking 
and experiencing the labyrinth on Sunday, January 28. This 
labyrinth is different from the one our church has used in 
the past because it is interactive. We will be offering the rest 
of the church an opportunity to walk it in February! 

 

Happy New Year to everyone! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Kari 

Dear Friends, 

Pink Impact – Women’s Conference 

Come get inspired and renewed! Attend a simulcast 
women’s conference at Southminster, featuring New York 
Times bestselling authors Lysa Terkeurst, Kari Jobe, Sheryl 
Brady and others, on Friday, February 9, 7:00 - 9:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, February 10, 9:00 am – 3:00 p.m. 
 

“Pink Impact is renowned for providing women the opportu-
nity to be part of an environment that exposes them to the 
goodness of God, invites them to join in His kingdom work, 
and saturates them in an empowering culture that cele-
brates women.” www.pinkimpact.com/about 

 

The cost is $25, and lunch is provided. Free child-
care and Saturday children's program are offered. Sign up 
on the kiosk in the Welcome Area (online registration com-
ing soon). If you have any questions, email Jen Strimling 
at jen@strimling.org 

Thank You, Southminster 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I want to thank everyone who made our 
Family-to-Family Christmas Project a success. 
Because of all of you, 100 individuals had a 
very special Christmas. My thanks go out to all 
who sponsored these individuals and families, 
and a big thank you to all the Deacons and 
others who helped. Thanks also goes to Jan 
Tossman and her stitchers for all the hats and 
mittens they made; Grace Barr for all the baby 
balls she faithfully supplies us with every year; 
and a thank you to our special Santa, Thomas 
Von Oesen, who every year joyfully delivers 
all of our gifts. Each and every one of you 
makes this project a great success year after 
year. I can’t thank you all enough!  

 

Blessings in the New Year, 

 

Suzanne Mulligan 

mailto:jen@strimling.org


Children and Youth  

Kari Sealund · Youth Director and Children’s Coordinator 

SPC Youth - Busy at Work and Play 

Our youth got to show off the cooking skills they 
learned at their Top Chef challenge earlier this year. 
They prepared an entire meal for the homeless in our 
church kitchen and dropped it off at a local PADS site!  

Cooking for PADS 

Creative Escapism 
Then after all their hard work flexing their cook-
ing skills, it was time for them to blow off some 
steam and exercise their brains at Mastermind 
Escape Games. Our youth worked to find hints, 
clues, and secret passcodes that would break 
them free. As you can see by the picture, they all 
made it out. 

 

The kids did a fantastic job  
at this year’s Pageant! They 
performed two shows, entertaining parishioners at both Southminster 
and The Moorings. Thanks to all the parents for getting your children to 
practices and performances and to the kids who  offered their talent.  

Children’s Christmas Pageant 



Please join us on January 7 at the 9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
when we will commission our new Stephen Ministers. 

An Invitation to Commissioning 



Stephen Leaders 
The Reverend Elizabeth Nickerson 
The Reverend Susan Peterson 
Mrs. Kathy Gudonis 
Mrs. Liz Sass 
 
Southminster Stephen Ministers 
David Abt 
Cynthia Apelbaum 
Barb Barker 
Sue Hjerstedt 
Sandy Pifer                
John Riggs 
Ellen Riggs 
Ann Shibayama 
 
The Moorings’ Stephen Ministers 
Eileen Feeley 
Nancy Hughes            
Loretta Foxgrover 
 
 

Please contact Pastor Liz at liz@spcah.org if you or someone you know 

would like to learn more about receiving a Stephen Minister.     

 

Stephen Ministry 
at Southminster 



Martin Luther King Jr. Assembly    
Celebrate with your Faith in Action team at the annual CRS Martin Luther King, Jr. Assembly! 
 

 Worship with church members across Chicagoland 
 Celebrate the legacy of Dr. King 
 Hear from candidates for Illinois governor 
 

A free bus will pick us up. The bus leaves the Southminster parking lot at 7:15 a..m.  Please let us know you are 
coming by emailing Linda Waycie lwaycie@wowway.com or Cindy Greenwood cngrnwood@gmail.com.  

mailto:lwaycie@wowway.com


PNC Search Team Update 

The Pastor Nominating Committee team has been meeting on a regular basis to move the search process for-
ward. We met with our Commission on Ministry (COM) liaison from Presbytery to discuss the procedures and 
process the team will go through. We are currently completing the Ministry Information Form (MIF) for our 
congregation, which provides a narrative picture of the mission and ministry of Southminster as well as attrib-
utes we are seeking for the called Pastor position. It expresses our ministry context, demographics, history, the-
ology, vales, leadership needs and expectations. The MIF is then presented/approved by Council and Presby-
tery. Then it’s posted to the Presbytery website (probably in February 2018) and we wait for candidates to ap-
ply. We will continue to keep the congregation updated. 

 

Your PNC Team: 
 

Dennis Rich and Ed Gudonis, co-chairs, Charlotte Baumgartner, Rachel Erickson, Ghida Nuekirk, 
Rick Pfleeger, Aura Pocklington, Joseph Reibel Jr., Barbara Schwarting, Jen Strimling 

Faith & Fellowship Night 

Saturday, February 1 7 
Join us once again for Faith and Fellowship Night with the Chicago Wolves! This time we’ll watch 

them take on the San Antonio Rampage and hear an inspirational presentation by motivational 
speaker Wayne Mesmer, who formerly sang the National Anthem for the Chicago Blackhawks. 
So grab your family and friends and join us for the action at the Allstate Arena in Rosemont on 

Saturday, February 17, 2018. Tickets are $17.50 each. It’s sure to be a fun night, so save the date! 

Faith and Fellowship Night at the Wolves Game!  Due Sunday, February 4 

 

Print this page or copy and paste this form into a document and print it out. Then drop off this form 
to the church office with cash or check made out to Southminster Presbyterian Church in 
an envelope marked “Wolves Game.” Please write “Wolves Game in the memo. Thank you! 
 

Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of those who will attend Wayne Messmer’s presentation_____________ 
(presentation is included with cost, but a count is needed)  
 
Total payment enclosed $_____________ 

 



Watching God at Work 

My friend Nancy and I had managed to squeeze in a bit of Christ-
mas shopping before both of us had to be at work. Finished with 
our spontaneous little spree, Nancy turned onto my street to drop 
me off. That’s when we spotted him.  

 

A man in a bright orange coat, using a walker, was struggling to 
push his recycling cart from the curb to wherever he was that he 
kept it. In all the years I’d been driving past this particular house on 
the way to my own, I had never seen him. But it seemed clear to-
day that God had ordained an appointment. 

 

Nancy saw him at the same time I did, but before I could suggest stopping to help him, she had already pulled 
her car into his driveway and was out her door. Nancy’s a noticer, too. 

 

WATCHING GOD AT WORK 
There was no need for me to get out and overwhelm the man, so I just stayed back and experienced the joy 
of watching Nancy be Jesus. 
 

The two of them chatted, and then eventually, Nancy began to roll the big bin down his driveway, the man 
following very, very slowly behind. Once it was in place, they talked some more, and then, quite abruptly, 
Nancy marched back up the driveway to her still open car door. 

 

“Oh, he’s in bad shape, Pam. Very sick,” she said, as she reached into her purse for one of her business cards. 

 

Then like a flash, she was back with him, offered him her card (along with what I imagine was a free haircut 
and grooming). They talked a bit more, said their good-byes, and Nancy was back at the wheel. 
 

A NEIGHBOR IN NEED 
Nancy told me as much as we could in the three blocks we had. The man was sick. Very sick. And had no fam-
ily to speak of. He was alone. He also needed a shelf hung—and someone had quoted him eighty-five dollars 
to do it. I was confident we could do it much more reasonably than that. And then some. 

 

RESPONDING 
Author and theologian Frederick Buechner believes that Jesus’ point in telling the story of the Good Samari-
tan (Luke 10:30-37) is so that his followers would know that their neighbor “is to be construed as meaning 
anybody who needs you.” Interesting thought, isn’t it? 

 

In his book Whistling in the Dark: A Doubter’s Dictionary, Beuchner continues to muse about this concept 
of neighbor and writes: 

 

If we are to love our neighbors, before doing anything else we must see our neighbors. With our imagination 
as well as our eyes, that is to say like artists, we must see not just their faces but the life behind and within 
their faces. Here it is love that is the frame we see them in.  

 

Since the time Nancy and I pulled into the man’s driveway, my husband has fixed his shelf and spent time 
with him and we’ve invited him to join Nancy and us at our church that meets just a few blocks from his 
house in the neighborhood elementary school. 
 

But would any of this have happened if we hadn’t seen him in the first place? 

 

Because Nancy chose to notice and stop, to interrupt her day and busy schedule, to be kind, listen, ask ques-
tions, and just share a simple conversation in a driveway on a chilly winter day, we now have a connection 
and a relationship and are praying about all that God will want to continue to do. 
 

Who will you see today? 

 

~ Pamela Klein, Editor of Walk the Way Blog 



January is Mission Month! 

January is Mission month at Southminster, when we welcome some of our partners in mission to speak about 
their organization’s efforts and how we can serve in mission with them. Below is the speaker schedule for the 
Adult Education hour at 10:10 a.m. on Sundays. We hope you will join us to hear our guests discuss some of 
the many mission opportunities available.  

 

January 7 Tim Jones, Director, 
  Good News Partners 

 

January 14 Stacy Hartman, 
  Development Advisor, Feed My Starving Children 

 

January 21 Linda McCarty, 
  Director, Faith in Practice (via Skype) 

 

January 28 Penny Silverman, 
  Director of External Affairs, Chris House in Chicago 

Hurricane Mission Trip 

We've heard from some people who are interested in participating 

in hurricane relief efforts in either Texas or Florida. The devastation 

to these areas is so severe, and many people are still in need of 

help and hurricane relief. Mission is asking if anyone is interested in 

forming a group for such a 

mission trip. If you would 

like to be a part of a South-

minster mission trip to help 

those devastated by hurri-

canes, please email Jean 

Walker jw13pr4@aol.com 

o r  S a n d y  P i f e r 

lucille111@aol.com and let 

us know your interest. 

Faith in Practice - Hilario Galindo Hospital Chapel Project 

Faith in Practice is a non-profit, ecumenical Christian organization that seeks to improve the physical, spiritual, 
and economic conditions of the poor in Guatemala through short-term surgical, medical, and dental mission 
trips and health-related educational programs. The organization renovated the hospital and has now added a 
chapel. We have a unique opportunity to help furnish the Hilario Galindo Hospital Chapel. 

 

People who attended Joe and Mary’s Wedding donated $1900 for this project. But we are still in need of do-
nations for pews, a pew with a kneeler, and half the cost for the risers. Please consider a donation so these 
people can have a comfortable, furnished place to worship. 
 

The following are suggested contributions: 
   

1/6 of a pew = $20 
¼ of kneeler = $30 
¼ of riser = $110 

 

Throughout January, Mission will have a table in 
the Welcome Area with information about how 
you can donate. Thank you for your generosity.   

“And Mary kept all 
these things, reflect-
ing on them in her 
heart.” (Lk 2:19) 
 
It’s a new year – a 
chance to start over. 

What’s one change you’d like to 
make for the better? Tell your 
spouse. He/she can keep you 
honest and accountable.  
 
foryourmarriage.org 

For Your Marriage 

mailto:jw13pr4@aol.com
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Southminster’s Faith in Action team invites you to attend a 
discussion about the LGBTQ Community and the church on 
Sunday, February 11, in Fellowship Hall.  

 

Three guest speakers will share their personal experiences 
and journeys followed by a question and answer session: 

 

Richard Havard: Pastor and Executive Director of the Inclu-
sive Collective, a diverse campus ministry at the University of 
Illinois in Chicago 

 

Dave Hickey: President of the Northern Illinois Chapter of 
PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) 
and father of a gay son 

 

Zoie Sheets: University student and Inclusivity Intern at the 
Inclusive Collective 

 

Light refreshments will be served during at 2:30 p.m. followed by discussion and Q & A from 3:00 – 5:00. 
We hope you can attend this event. Free childcare is available. For more information, email Jan Tossman 
at silkpalette@gmail.com. 

Interfaith Small Group 

December1, marked the first meeting of our Muslim-Christian Interfaith Dialogue. Sixteen men and women 
from the Muslim and Christian faiths sat around the table holding coffee cups and eating apple pie and fruit, 
ready to begin a long journey together. We planned to meet twice a month for a year, and tonight was just 
the beginning! 

 

We began with prayer, asking God to be with us and thanking Him for this time together. We then intro-
duced ourselves and told each other our expectations: 

 

One man wants to make deep friendships; another man wishes to build trust and be respectful of each other’s 
differences; another wants to work together on charitable events, while one woman feels that committing to 
a year of meetings is an important way to get to know people of a different faith. Our backgrounds are varied, 
having been raised in Mexico, Syria, Michigan, California, Pakistan, Illinois, India, and Missouri. And we work as 
teachers, engineers, housewives, anesthesiologists, pastors, and imams (the leader of a mosque). 

 

The energy in the room grew as we told each other more about ourselves. The eager faces of the Muslim men 

showed how glad they were to be a part of this group and to learn about the Christian faith and to share 

their faith as well. As our hour came to a close, the women shared smiles, laughter, and hugs while the men 

offered handshakes of goodwill. It was a good first meeting! 

Open Hearts – Open Doors This February 

mailto:silkpalette@gmail.com


January in Chicago doesn’t always have too much to offer—short on daylight, long on doldrums. But don’t let 
it get you down! Lift your spirits by attending a yoga class right here at Southminster! We host four different 
yoga classes, all taught by RYT200 certified Yoga instructors. Have you experienced the relaxing and soul-
nurturing benefits of yoga? If not, now is your chance! Bring a mat or a towel and give it a try. Each session is 
$10.00. For full instructor bios, visit www.spcah.org/yoga. 

 

Tuesdays in Fellowship Hall (downstairs) 
9:15 - 10:15 a.m. 
Join instructor Tricia Wallace for a traditional Hatha yoga class suitable for all levels. Each class weaves pos-
tures, breath work, mindfulness, and meditation to increase strength, flexibility, balance, and focus. Each class 
concentrates on reducing stress and increasing joyfulness.  

 

Tuesdays in the chapel 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
You are invited to join instructor Kathy Gudonis for Grace Un-
folding, a unique yoga class that features Scripture, Christian 
music and prayer. 
 

Wednesdays in the chapel 
9:15 - 10:15 a.m. 
Come Wednesdays for a relaxing and invigorating one-hour 
yoga class taught by PDO parent and local yoga teacher Molly 
Kranovich. You don't need to be a part of the PDO program, 
and no experience is necessary. Mats provided. 
 

Thursdays in the chapel 
9:15 - 10:15 a.m. 
You are invited to join Nancy Sieh for this gentle and relaxing 
yoga experience. Beginner or experienced, Nancy’s expert 
guidance will nurture your spirit.  

Rejuvenate Your Spirit 

Panamerican Ensemble 

Join us for the Panamerican Ensemble’s concert, “Berlin to Buenos Aires: Tradition, Tango and Toast.” This 
same group played on Sunday, December 24, at the 10:00 service  to much enthusiasm by Southminster's 
congregation. We invite you to journey with them this time from romantic Germany to passionate Argentina 
by way of Austria in Berlin to Buenos Aires. Experience the tradition of the Romantic era with Mendelssohn’s 
lively and melodic Trio in D minor before being transported to Buenos Aires in the 20th century where Piaz-
zolla traces the history of the tango in Histoire du Tango. Also included is a brief side-trip to Vienna with 
Kreisler’s Miniature Viennese March. 
 



Every member and friend of Southminster is assigned to a parish, 
which is overseen by two deacons. Deacons can bring meals to you 
when you’re sick, help provide transportation if needed, pray with you 
about a concern, or connect you with other resources at the 
church. Please call the deacons of the month who can connect you 
with our caring ministry and your deacon. David McCallum and Kathy 
Pfleeger are your Care Ministry / Deacons for January. 

David McCallum 
847.797.1778 

Care Ministry / Deacons of the Month 

Kathy Pfleeger 
847.577.2437 

Loving Hands Stitchers Celebrates One Year Anniversary 

I can't believe it's been a year since Loving Hands Stitchers was born. We began with only a handful of us, but 
with much nurturing and support from our friends at Southminster and the community at large, we have 
grown into a thriving ministry. On Saturday, December 2, we held our first annual Christmas brunch, celebrat-
ing the birth of Jesus and also our one-year anniversary. Approximately a dozen members attended, including 
two of our four newest members. One of the ladies brought her fiancee, who joined us for the afternoon. All 
of our new members found us by answering an ad that Myra posted in the Daily Herald. How exciting is that? 

 

After enjoying a lovely array of brunch 
items, Katie Hammerberg, the child 
life specialist at St Alexius Hospital, pre-
sented a video and a short program 
about the importance of providing 
handmade items to hospitalized chil-
dren and to parents of stillborn ba-
bies. She spoke from the heart, ex-
plaining that she had had two miscar-
riages and was a recipient of hand-
made stillborn outfits for her two 
daughters. Nancy Sauls makes all of 
the delicate stillborn blankets and 
gowns from wedding gowns that many of you have donated. Her handwork is amazing and so appreciated 
by grieving parents. Over the past year, we have sewn and donated over 385 items, including blankets, chil-
dren's pillowcases and hospital gowns, IV sleeves, stuffed animals, angel babies, chemo caps (for Lemons of 
Love), hats and scarves for the homeless and Christopher House, snowmen made from tube socks, mats for 
the homeless, doggy and cat beds for The Buddy Foundation, and recently 10 lovely afghans for the adult 
oncology ward at St Alexius, donated by Sandy Pifer's friend Ruthann Norman. 

 

The photos included with this article were taken at our brunch. Katie went 
home with a car full of goodies for her kids and adult patients. It was great 
having her with us, and she finally got to meet all of our wonderful stitch-
ers. I want to thank Myra Snyder and Sandy Cartwright for helping me trans-
form the library and making the occasion memorable. Also, a special thank 
you to my personal elf, Chuck, and Bob Erickson for getting our new video 
machine up and running so that Katie could show her presentation. They 
say it takes a village to raise a child. Well, I truly believe it takes a commu-
nity—like ours at Southminster—to birth, nurture, and grow a ministry. So 
thank you, dear friends, for your donations of yarn and fabric and gowns 
and plastic bags, but most of all, thank you for your loving support and en-
couragement. We couldn't have done it without you! 

 

Jan Tossman 


