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9:00 Traditional Worship     11:00 Contemporary Worship 
 

The First Sunday of Advent: November 29 
“Rediscovering the Holy”   Steve Pierce, Worship Leader 
 

The Second Sunday of Advent: December 6 
“Comfort in the Midst of Christmas Chaos”   Steve Pierce, Worship Leader 
 

The Third Sunday of Advent: December 13 
9:00 a.m.  “God’s Steadfast Love Endures Forever and Restores Us from Exile”    
Liz Nickerson, Worship Leader 
 

11:00 a.m. “The First Christmas”   Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 

12 noon:  Quad C Event: Chili, Cookies, Carols and Crafts in the Jones Fellowship Hall 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 20 
“Faithfulness, Waiting, and Expectations”   Steve Pierce, Worship Leader 

Celebrate the Birth of Jesus 
Traditional Candlelight Worship: Wednesday, December 23 at 7:30 p.m. 

Family Candlelight Worship: Thursday, December 24 at 5:00 p.m.  
 



Advent has been 
hijacked. Most 
people, including 
many Christians, 
consider Black 
Friday to be the 
start of the Christ-

mas season. Deals and bargains, on
-line and free shipping seem to cap-
ture our attention more than Ad-
vent. 
 
Advent is the antithesis of the fre-
netic Black Friday. Advent is the 
start of a new church year.  Advent 
is a season of lament, longing and 
waiting. We lament that the world 
is not the world that God has in 
mind. At the time of Jesus, God-
followers were enslaved to the Ro-
mans. Faith life had become rou-
tine and lifeless. Today, we are en-
slaved to terrorism, fear, anxiety, 
and worry. Where is the time for 
any faith life? But, do we really 
think that a deal on a flat-screen at 
2 a.m. on the Friday morning after 
Thanksgiving is going to make us 
or the world feel better? I don’t 
think so! 
 

Advent is a season of lament and 
longing. Are we not compelled 
sometimes to simply sit and ponder 
the world in which we live: the big 
darkness of issues beyond our con-
trol, Syrian civil war, IS, emigration? 
And the big issues of our lives: 
healthy marriages and family life, 
self-wellness, sustaining meaningful 
friendships, staying connected with 
God.  
 
Advent is a season of lament. We 
can identify with some of the tenor 
of some of the psalms: Lord, re-
member us. Have regard for your 
covenant  We need your redemp-
tion. Where hands have brought 
destruction, desolation, and dese-
cration, where words have con-
demned, betrayed, and deceived, 
where silence has concealed, iso-
lated and ignored – we search for a 
new hope: O Come, O Come 
Emanuel. Shine light in dark places, 
speak peace in the lands haunted 
by violence…as we remember your 
steadfast love and faithfulness, we 
wait expectantly; we rejoice in your 
coming. 
 

Let us reclaim Advent! Let us take 
time in these days before Christmas 
to wait and long for the hope, the 
faith, and the love that God can 
birth into our world again. This sea-
son is not about Black Friday; it is 
about the One who can transform 
the world. 
 
My prayer is that you can reclaim 
Advent this year,   
 
Steve Pierce 

 
 
 
 

 

Advent’s Been Hijacked!! 

What Does The Christmas Joy Offering Do? 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 
1930s. 
 
Support our past and present leaders 
By supporting the board of Pensions, the Christmas Joy Offering honors the faith-
fulness of current and retired church workers in their time of need by providing fi-
nancial assistance to support them through life’s challenging circumstances. These 
actions of generosity bear witness to our faithful response to God’s charge to love 
one another as Christ commanded. 
 
Pave the way for future leaders 

PC(USA), with its historic commitment to higher learning, has long promoted education and leadership devel-
opment through the establishment and support of racial ethnic schools and colleges. Our future racial ethnic 
church leaders are able to receive much-needed assistance while they discover and pursue their professional 
goals at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. Your gifts allow these ministries that Presbyterians have car-
ried out for decades to continue. 



A Time to Pause and Reflect 

The first Sunday 
of Advent we lit a 
candle, which 
reminded us that 
Jesus is the light 
of the world. We 
are reminded that 

the true light is coming into the 
world and that the darkness 
around us will not and cannot 
overcome it. Steve preached pow-
erfully about the power of lighting 
a candle in his sermon on Novem-
ber 22. The theme of light 
emerges again as we begin Ad-
vent. We will light one candle each 
week. In the midst of all the dark-
ness in our lives and in the world, it 
symbolizes our longing, our desire, 
our hope. We want to be renewed 
in a sense that Jesus came to save 
us from our sin and death. We 
want to experience his coming to 
us now, in our everyday lives, to 

help us live our lives with meaning 
and purpose. We want to escape 
the exhaustion this time of year can 
bring and focus on what is impor-
tant and eternal. 
 
So this Advent, consider lighting a 
candle at home each Sunday at 
dinner, just as we will do during 
the service. Consider praying these 
wise words from the Roman Catho-
lic tradition or ones you choose 
yourself. Take time to pause and 
reflect and experience the power of 
lighting a candle and watching the 
flames flicker. 
 
“Lord, the light I choose to let into 
my life today is based on my trust in 
you. It is a weak flame, but I so 
much desire that it dispel a bit more 
darkness today. Today, I just want 
to taste the longing I have for you 
as I prepare for the week ahead, as 

I go to a meeting tomorrow, carry 
out the responsibilities of my work, 
and face the frustration of some 
difficult relationships. Let this can-
dle be my reminder today of my 
hope in your coming.” 
 
Blessings to you and yours this Ad-
vent season and always, 
 
Associate Pastor Liz Nickerson 
 

 

 

 

 

 







Saying “I love you” out loud is important, but sometimes indirect gestures of love make an 
even stronger impact. Be creative. Put your love in writing as a love letter or a short “sweet 
note” hidden in some unexpected place where your beloved will find it. 
 
foryourmarriage.org 

For Your Marriage 

Southminster family, we are fortunate. Most of us have several friends or family mem-
bers around us regularly, and we have our network of our church family whenever we 
need support and prayer. Millions of children around the world don't have any kind of 
support. They live in difficult conditions with no hope for the future. Through Opera-
tion Christmas Child, we can reach these young people around the world with the 
hope and story of Jesus Christ. On November 22, our generous church family donated 
more than 175 boxes for 
this year's drive. By packing 
shoeboxes full of toys, 
school supplies, hygiene 
items, and other simple 
gifts, we will touch the lives 

of many kids, giving them a special gift this Christ-
mas More importantly, children who receive these 
gifts will hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ and learn 
to follow Christ and share their faith with others.  
Way to go, Southminster Family!    

We Did It, Southminster! 

Your mission team has been really busy this year, encouraging individual mission projects and supporting our 
on-going mission work. Please plan to join us throughout January for the following presentations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You won't want to miss any of these exciting programs supported in part by your Mission dollars. 

January is Mission Month 

January 10: Jan Reinschmidt and her mission trip companion talk about their mission 
trip to the Dominican Republic with First Presbyterian Church.  

 
January 17: Rich Havard, the new director of Agape House, tells us all about this cam-

pus ministry. Agape House is a community of students, staff, and faculty 
from UIC who gather together to learn, share, and grow in our faith jour-
ney. It is rooted in Christian tradition. 

 
January 24: Brad Peterson shares with us his unique teaching and building mission 

trip to Uganda, Africa. 
 
January 30: Char Schuman entertains us with slides and narratives of her   
  most recent trip to Guatemala with Faith in Practice. 



What’s Happening in Mission Individual Initiatives? 

• Joyce & Carl Fuerst sent a child from Mercy Home to camp. 
 
• Randy & Liz Sass were excited to use their money to support the Wish List from Little City. 
 
• Charlotte Hunsicker had a sock drive to provide needed socks for Journeys. 
 
• Having read the Wheeling Township newsletter, Mary Kay Walsh saw the need for school supplies and 

bought them. 
 
• With help from his masonic brothers, Dave Abt performed gutter work at Calvert Presbyterian Church in 

Round Lake. He also visited veterans at Great Lakes and brought them fruit. Therapy dogs working too. 
 
• Dennis and Linda McDonald used the money to buy a basket for an fundraiser auction for Dance for Life, 

which raises money for charities.   
 
• Pat Rehusch used the money to buy food for the Wheeling Township Food Bank.   
 
• Matthew and Elizabeth Nickerson, after much family discussion, made cat toys for the Anti-Cruelty Society 

and donated funds to provide cats to needy veterans.  They also put together welcome home baby bags 
for homeless teens at Night Ministy.   

 
• Floyd and Jen Striming worked at Feed My Starving Children and shopped for food with the girls and 

neighborhood friends to help stock the food pantry at Wheeling Township.   
 
• The Women’s Grace Group went to Feed My Starving Children and made a donation.   
 
• John Riggs used the money for his golf outing with proceeds going to Habitat for Humanity. 



For more information or to sign-up, contact: 
 

Cindy Greenwood, 847-404-8404, cngrnwood@gmail.com 
Linda Waycie, 847-577-6307, lwaycie@wowway.com 

 

We will provide transportation to the church. 


