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June 12 
2 Corinthians 4:16 - 5:10 
Walk by Faith not Sight 
Rev. David Carlton 
 
 

June 19 - 9:30 Summer Worship Begins 
2 Corinthians 5:11 - 21 
Reconciliation 
Father’s Day Jazz Service 
Bruce Blanck Quartet 
Rev. David Carlton 
 
 

June 26 
2 Corinthians 8:1 - 15 
Generosity 
VBS Celebration Sunday 
Rev. Elizabeth Nickerson 

 

Worship in June 



Our Journey of Faithfulness  
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
It is a great privilege to join the Southminster ministry team as we begin this new leg on our journey of 
faithfulness to God’s calling for the church! After just a couple of days, I can already sense the vibrant 
life of our congregation and the enthusiasm that you have both for our Lord and for the work that has 
been given to us. You, the church, have been walking the path of transition for the past few months 
already after the retirement of Pastor Steve. And now we face the departure of a deeply loved staff 

member, as Karlynn moves on to the next step in her life’s journey. You have seen great change. 
 
I think it will be helpful for us to view the season ahead as a part of the journey that SPC is on toward the future that God 
has in store for the church. As with any journey, there will be twists and turns, peaks and valleys, maybe even some dead 
ends and U-turns! All these things are normal and will be weathered together as we seek God’s plans and intentions 
moving forward. I am excited to be your travel companion through this process and will work hard to guide the congre-
gation alongside our officers, staff members, and the Holy 
Spirit. As I begin this new role among you, I ask for your 
prayers, patience, and support for myself and all of our 
staff. I am looking forward to getting to know you, serve 
with you, and seek our Lord together in this season 
ahead. Please feel free to drop in, send a note, or call. I 
would love to connect with you! 
 
May the one who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life lead 
us forward as we seek to know Christ’s will and do 
Christ’s work together. 
 
In Christ, 
 
David Carlton 

Karlynn has served as Con-
temporary Music Director at 
Southminster for 17 years, 
and she and her husband 
Glenn have been members 
for 30. But now retirement 
calls them to a more relaxing 
life closer to their daughter 
and son-in-law in North Caro-
lina. Join us on June 12 from 
10:00 – 10:30 a.m.in the 
Chapel for a thank-you recep-
tion for Karlynn before she 
leaves to enjoy this new chap-
ter in her life.  

  
Annual Youth Car Wash 

Thank You, Karlynn Help Southminster Youth raise funds 
for their summer Mission Trip 
to Virginia. Our youth will be washing 
cars on Sunday, June 12 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. When you pull in to the 
Southminster parking lot, pull around 
to the circle drive and get in line. Car 
washing will be first come, first served. 
A free will offering is appreciated.  
 
Youth who are interested in volunteer-
ing should email Kjirstin@spcah.org. 
Many hands 
make light work! 
Youth should 
arrive at 8:00.  



Dear Friends, 

 

As we focus on book 2 Corinthians this month in worship, a pow-

erful line of Scripture resonates in my mind, “we walk by faith and 

not by sight.” We remember that God is leading us by faith into 

Southminster’s exciting next chapter of ministry and mission. I am thrilled to wel-

come our New Interim Pastor, David Carlton, his wife Jane, and their children 

Liam and Katherine into the Southminster family. Coming up are also wonderful 

mission opportunities that will keep our youth and children very busy. On June 

12, they will be washing cars to help support their upcoming senior high mission 

trip to Virginia. Later in the month, they’ll be preparing and attending VBS 2016 

entitled “Created by the Creator” from June 20-23. In VBS, children will learn that 

God is the ultimate artist, having created everything! They will also learn that they 

are a unique work of art made to praise and serve their creator. We can always 

use more help with VBS, so please contact kjirstin@spcah.org to see how you can 

contribute some of your time to this community effort. This month also brings a 

goodbye, as we thank Karlynn Anderson for her amazing musical leadership at 

Southminster. Karlynn will be greatly missed, but I know being near her daughter 

and son-in-law in North Carolina and having a more relaxed pace of life is God’s 

next plan for her. Please do thank her for all her service to Southminster mid-hour 

on June 12 in the chapel. Summer is here, flowers are blooming, and the world 

seems more alive. This month we will walk by faith, as God leads us into a time of 

growth and new possibilities. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Associate Pastor,  

Elizabeth Nickerson 

We Walk by Faith and not by Sight 

Approximately 20% of college women are victims of sexual assault. Freshman women are the most vulner-
able. How do we prepare our college-bound young men and women to be aware, smart, and safe?  

 
On Sunday, July 17, 2016, from 7 to 9 p.m., the 
Care Ministries and Domestic Violence Commit-
tee of St. Raymond de Penafort, Mt. Prospect, will 
host a viewing and discussion of The Hunting 
Ground, an award-winning documentary about 
sexual assault on America’s college campuses. 
The event will be held in their Parish Life Center 
at Lincoln and I-Oka. Youth Minister Agnes Knott 
will facilitate the post-film discussion. The eve-
ning is appropriate for college students and their 
parents. All are welcome. Kindly RSVP to 
847.253.8600. Please join us! Come watch, 
learn, discuss.  

The Hunting Ground: Film and Discussion 



Thank you, Southminster, for your generosity in providing sp many baby gifts for 
new mothers in need through the Christopher House Baby Shower held April 26. 
It was with great pride that your Auxiliary Representatives loaded a van to deliver 
these gifts to the Belmont Craigin site in Chicago. 
 

Your gifts are expressions of kindness and practical help. These women are en-
rolled in parent education classes, usually beginning with the Doula experience, 
and receive the baby items through active participation. These support services are 

available from the time of birth and continue into the children’s school years, at which time independent ini-
tiatives are encouraged. The level of trust and growth is amazing! 
 

Praise and thanks for your support. Here’s a list of your donations: 
Over 100 baby outfits; many, many diapers and wipes; crib sheets, towels, blankets; lotions, shampoos, nurs-
ing products, toys, pacifiers, plastic dishes, utensils, books, music, car seats; Grace Barr’s hand-made cloth balls 
& knitted items 
 

Angels:  Thank you for the gift cards, money for “what’s needed,” and knitted and hand-sewn items. 
 
Your Mission Team Auxiliary Reps, Judy, Vicki, Linda, Marie Ann, and Ellen 

Person-to-Person and Heart-to-Heart . . . 

On Sunday, June 5, we celebrated the  arrival 
of our new interim pastor, Reverend David 
Carlton. David was worship leader at both 
our 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. services and enjoyed 
a “meet and greet” at the 10:00 hour. There 
were lots of hands to shake and plenty of 
cake. Welcome, David! We are so happy and 
excited you’re here at Southminster.  

Welcome, Reverend David Carlton  



 Even if you’re 
newly married, try 
imagining what it 
will be like to grow 
old together. As 

Robbie Hart sings in the “The 
Wedding Singer,” I’ll “carry you 
around when your arthritis is 
bad…get your medicine when 
your tummy aches…even let ya’ 
hold the remote control.” 
 
foryourmarriage.org 

For Your Marriage 

PADS Volunteer Leadership Opportunities 

Are You the Parent 

of a Teenager? 

If so, please join us 

on Tuesday, July 12 

from 7-8:30 pm.  

The leadership team at CUCC stepped down at the close of last season, 
and there haven’t been any volunteers who have stepped up to fill these 
positions. CUCC leadership continues to seek Site Directors, a Menu 
Kitchen Coordinator, and Shift Leaders for each of its first, second, and 
third shifts on Thursdays. It would be a great travesty if this Thursday night 
site had to shut down next year (October 1 - April 30).  

 

The Counseling Center at Southminster 

Are you interested in learning more about ways to support your teenage son or daughter 
as they navigate the stresses and pressures of these formative years? 

 

• Please join other parents for an open discussion about approaches to guiding your son or daughter through the chal-

lenges of adolescence. 
 

• Share experiences, gain new perspectives, and leave with “Ten Key Tips for  Supporting Your Teenager.” 

 

• The discussion will be hosted and lead by Cynthia Apelbaum from the Counseling Center at Southminster. She is a 

Licensed  Professional Counselor as well as a Licensed Alcohol, Drug and Substance Abuse Counselor. Cynthia is 

also the  parent of two adult sons. 

 

When: Tuesday, July 12 
Time:  7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  
Where: Southminster 
Who:  Parents of adolescents 
Questions: Email cynthiaapelbaum@gmail.com 
  or call her at 847.774.4623 

        PADSPADSPADSPADS    
Providing Advocacy, Dignity, and Shelter 

As a leader, it is a great opportunity to step into an already established PADS site, fully equipped and funded, 
if led by the Lord to do so. Job descriptions and training will be provided for all positions. 
 
If you would like more information or are interested in volunteering for the CUCC site, please email Sandy 
Pifer at lucille111@aol.com or Jean Walker at jw13pr4@aol.com   

Baby Shower 

On Tuesday, May 17, 2016, The Growing in Grace  Women’s Bible 
Study hosted a baby shower for new Southminster members Susan 
Ambe and Nebasi Valatine. Pastor Liz and women from the Monday 
Mom’s Group also came. Susan and Nebasi’s baby is due in June.  



Welcome, New Members 

Buzz and Jessica both grew up in the Chicagoland suburbs. After living in Phila-
delphia for almost nine years, they have relocated to Arlington Heights. Buzz is 
an architect, and Jessie is a Research Administrator for the Lurie Cancer Center 
at Northwestern University. They have two daughters, Chelsea 4 and Lydia 3. 
Buzz and Jessie were drawn to Southminster “by the members we were lucky 
enough to interact with and by the sense of community. Everyone was so wel-
coming and kind, and we could tell this church really is here to help internally, 
locally, and globally.” They are excited to be a part of Southminster and look for-
ward to growing spiritually with everyone. Welcome, Leffelmans!   

Ken grew up on a small dairy farm in southern Illinois, and he met Aura 
in college at SIU Edwardsville. Ken and Aura live in Des Plaines in the 
house Aura grew up in with her dad, Tom, and their two boys, Truman 
(4) and John (2). Ken is an environmental scientist and Aura is a stay-at-
home mom. They spend most evenings and weekends chasing Truman 
and John, but occasionally find time to go camping or visit friends and 
family out of state. Ken is on his second year building an extended back-
yard garden. Aura likes to spend time at the YMCA in Body Pump or 
Turbokick classes as well as too much spare time reading kindle books 
or playing candy crush. Despite being only two years old, John along 
with Truman continue their third-year obsession with collecting every 
Thomas the Tank Engine character and video they can find. Welcome, 
Pocklingtons! 

Sharon grew up in Chicago, but she and her husband have lived in Prospect 
Heights since 1972. They are both retired and have six grandchildren. Sharon’s 
connection with Southminster began with a Bible study get together about five 
years ago, “All the members were so welcoming that I joined the next session and 
also began attending Sunday services.” Sharon has been thinking of becoming a 
member since last year, and when the topic was brought up a few weeks ago, 
she jumped at the chance. Welcome, Sharon!    

Nebasi and Susan emigrated to the U.S. from Cameroon. Nebasi lived 

in California before moving to the Chicago area, and Susan recently 

left Cameroon to meet him here. They both come from a Presbyterian 

background and are expecting their first child this June. Susan plans 

on being a stay-at-home mom while Nebasi continues his profession in 

the medical field, working in pediatric home health care. They live in 

Mt. Prospect and are excited to call Southminster their church home. 

Welcome, Nebasi and Susan!  









Thoughts on Forgiveness 

As worship assistant over Memorial Day weekend, Southminster Treasurer Rick Pfleeger was inspired while 
preparing an introduction to Matthew 18:21-22. We share his meaningful reflection on forgiveness:  
 

Matthew 18 verses 21-22 is a short reading packed with meaning. I am sure most of you are familiar with it as 
the time Jesus instructs his disciple Peter to forgive seven times seventy times. Sometimes this is understood as 
77 times. But it does not literally mean 7 times 70 or 490 times or even 77 times. In the Bible, 7 stands for com-
pleteness, divine perfection, or something that is finished, as in Genesis when the creation was accomplished 
in 6 days and on the seventh day God rested. Seven has significance over 490 times in the Bible.  
  

Here are a few examples from the New Testament: 
 

7 – I Am statements in the gospel of John 
7 – Woes or judgments on the unrepentant in Matthew 
7 – Parables in Matthew 
7 – Letters to 7 churches in the Book of Revelation 
7 – Angels pouring out seven bowls of the wrath of God in the Book of Revelation 
7 – Trumpets announcing judgments by God also in the Book of Revelation 
7 – Signs in the Gospel of John  
 

The Old Testament is also filled with references to 7: 
 

There were seven things that the Lord hates mentioned in Proverbs 6 
7- Stems on the lamp stand in the tabernacle 
7- Qualities or attributes of the Messiah mentioned in Isaiah 
7- Pairs of clean animals that were received into the Ark 
Joshua and Israel marched around the city of Jericho while 7 priests blew into 7 trumpets before the walls 
came crashing down.   
 

In my interpretation, 7x70 times means we are to forgive until there is nothing left to forgive. That is a very tall 
order. We really have to get an understanding of the meaning and relationship between mercy, justice, and 
forgiveness. Mercy is getting a lot of news these days. Pope Francis released his first book since becoming the 
Pontiff entitled The Name of God is Mercy.  Mercy occurs when someone who has the power to punish or 
harm another shows that person compassion or forgiveness. Synonyms include leniency, clemency, pity, 
grace, compassion, and charity. Justice is defined as the process or result of using laws to fairly judge and pun-
ish crimes and criminals. That is, to dispense a punishment to fit the crime. Literally you get what you deserve. 
In Exodus 21:23-25, we see a very strict standard for justice: 
 

…23 "But if there is any further injury, then you shall appoint as a penalty life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.… Scary, isn’t it? A 
punishment that fits the crime. No wiggle room here. Forgiveness is the action or process of being forgiven or 
forgiving. Synonyms include dispensation, indulgence, clemency, reprieve, and amnesty. It is the opposite of 
merciless punishment.   
 

In practice, we want forgiveness when we or someone we love has done wrong. Often times, we add ex-
cuses: I did not know; I did not understand; my son was an honor roll student; he was not a gang banger, etc. 
You hear it every day in the news. I must confess that I have used some of these phrases myself when I have 
been the transgressor. We have all pleaded for Mercy.   
 

On the other hand, when we or someone we love have been harmed, we want judgment—an eye for an eye, 
a tooth for a tooth. Someone has to pay. We want our pound of flesh. “I am attorney Peter Francis So-and-So, 
and I can get you big bucks for your injury.” Instead, Jesus calls us to forgive. It’s a tall order. It’s contrary to 
human nature. Nonetheless, God calls us to lay our vengeance down on the judgment seat of God and for-
give.     
 

For more thoughts on forgiveness, listen to Pastor Liz's sermon "How Many Times Must We Forgive" on our 
website at spcah.org. 






